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SAINT HELENA. 



FIRST IHFBB8B10HB OF BAINT HELEHl. 

HucH of the gratification nhicfa a stranger derives from a virit to the 

little island of St. Heleoa depends upon the time when he obCains his 
first view of it. The most favourable circnmBtanceB under which he can 
approach, on the nsiial Kailing route from the Cape, is nnder a bright sun- 
rise, with a fresh breeze blowing, and a dear eij. &. blue cloud in the 
weat rising rapidlj from (he sea is the first indication of land ; ita outline 
becomes everj instant more distinct ; its colonr changes, and it assumea 
various hues of brown and gold as the bqd ascends ; and as the vessel 
approaches the island, the cloud asaumcB the appearance of an enormous 
dome, from parts of which delicate spires seem to rise for a moment, 
which BOOB become grotesque and irregular masses, ever changing in shape 
and colonr until thej graduall; resolve themgelves into the rocky summits 
of hills rising in the interior of the island, and beetling, rockj clifis on th« 
coast, rising precipitously from the depth of ocean. 

As the outline becomes more definite, an oppressive feeling bordering 
on depression almost nnavoidahly comes over the spectator. The land 
rises abruptly and to a very considerable height ont of the sea. There is 
no sloping beach or shore visible ; no signs of hnman habitation present 
themselves ; no town, no village, no corflng wreath of smoke to indicata 
that, emboBomed in thicket or forest, a dwelling may exist affording the 
shelter and comforts of home to some human being. Messes of dark 
brow;) rock rise almost perpendicnlarly from the sea, sepaiated by 
raviges or chasms, the sides oi which are so steep that their sninmits seem 
inaccessible, and their course so winding that any view towards the interior 
of the island is limited to a glimpse here and there as the scene 
rapidly changes. One of the few exceptions to the genera) appearance of 
barrenness and desolation is a distant view of Longwood House and the 
house at Beadwood; but to be enabled to see them at all the traveller 
must be provided with a very good glass, and most be directed where to 
look for them, as they can only be seen at a considerable distance from 
the land, on account of the abruptness of the coast 

Perched on a high peak on the left hand, and evidently, even at the 
first glance, a lookout pott, is the Froeperons Bay signal station, one of a 
series of tele^aphs that was established about the time of Napoleon's 
arrival in the island. Id view, and more nearly ahead of the vessel, are 
the Prosperous Bay and Turk's Cap ravines, and the massive promontory 
ealled tiie Bam. The veesel sweeps rapidly ronnd this magnificent buttreai 
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of bare rocic, riBing almost parpendicalarly 2^16 feet from the aea, and 
IB immediatel;r becalmed, or nearly so, in the smooth water of FlagBUff 
Ba; ; bat, with the impetus thus gaiDed, she pauBes the peak called 
Sngarioaf, and tbe bsttenes At Bankes's are in viev, the gons almost over 
the deck. 



from Bupert'a. Recovering herself from the nide shook which has given 
her sufficient impetus to advance some half-mile ur so, a second hut less 
violent puff down the ravine known as Rupert's Valley enables her, with 
her now reduced sail, to reach the desired spot for anchoring. 

While passing Rupert's Bay, as the rather wide opening at the mouth 
of the ravine is named, some two or three indicationn of civiiiEation, 
more pleasing to the eye than either telegraphs or batteries, come in view; 
these consist, first, of boats from Jamestown, with vegetables, fruit, bread, 
Ac, for sale. Neit is the view up Rupert's Valley, which contains near 
tbe lima, as the old waJl and rampart across its mouth are called, the 
Mtablisbment of the rescued negroes taken by craisers from slaverii, who 
are kept here until suitable conveyance for thera to the West Indies ia 
obtained. Passing the eye qaickly over the lower part of the valley, the 
attention is at once drawn to a prominently situated country house and a 
forest, or what passes for cne in the island. At tlie head of the valley, 
on an elevation oi about 1,900 feet above the sea, Munden's Battery is 
passed. The buildings on Ladder Hill resolve themselves info barracks, 
with guns in front pointing seaward over low walls. Two or three plea- 
santly situated buildings a little higher up are strongly suxpectcd at this 
distance to be officers' quarters, and tlie grim old tower at Hich Knoll 
frowns over the whole. The boarding officer, however, is seen approaching 
with a little flag in the bow of the boat j the crew are on deck, the yards 
»re lowered, sails clewed up, the anchor drops, and after a few short drags 
on the bottom, the vessel yields to the resisting force, and slowly swings 
bead to wind : — we are at Saint Helena. 

A few questions are asked by the boarding officer, chiefly on the subjects 
of contagious diseases and recent newspapers ; a white flag to indicate 
" pratique " is hoisted at the masthead \ smiling merchants or their agents 
■kip nimbly up the side, and present their cards to the captain if a 
stranger, or their hands if an old acquaintance ; shore boats, which might 
be cleaner, are offered to the passengers, and as the stay of tlie vessel will 
be short, they are readily accepted by those who are bent on an excursion 
into tlio country. A few minutes are sufficient for reaching the landing- 
place, and the passenger, weary of sea and its accompaniments, has his 

The objects which meet the eye on landing are not calculated to give B 
stranger a very overpowering idea of the wealth of thia English colony. 
The landing-place is simply a ZatuJOT^- place, consisting' of a few stone 
steps, wliich the traveller ascends drysliod if tlie sea be smooth and him- 
self tolerably active. He is not bewildered by any maze of storehouses or 
dock huildings ; he sees before him a road leading towards what he 
feels sure is Jamestown ; on his left is the perpendicular rock from 
vhich the road he is on waa hewn out, and on his right is the crane bj 



which the imports of the bland are unloaded. One or two boya with hack 
horeea, two or three womeo with paaiB, &nd peaches if in seuon, a few 
boatmen, fiabermen, and labonrers, who appear to have something to do, 
and some othern who are idlers and have nothing to do, make op the 
obstTuctions of the way ; and as neither the place itself nor its adjuncts 
are such as to induce any one to linger about it who can do anything els& 
the traveller steps briskly on, and haTiog traversed a very antiquated 
drawbridge, paaaes the lower lines, Jamestown, with its gnne and mortare, 
its shot ana shell, and turning sharply to the left through an arched 
opening in the upper lines, he finds himself in Jamestown itself. 

In front is a tolerably wide street, the main street of the town ; on the 
left is the entrance to a building known as " the Castle," containing cer- 
tain pnblic offices, and snpposed charitably to be the town residence of the 
Governor, Adjoining it is the entrance to the CommisBariat office and 
Btores, where asentry, keeping watch and ward over the entrances to these 
dreary-looking localities, walks his measured pace under the soothing 
influence of two or three shady trees, but with all the appearance oE 
ennui that an idle life in an idle place may be expected to produce. A 
glance to the right shows a large and comfortable hat«l, and, as if endes- 
vouriug to hide itself in a dark corner, — a diminutive structure containing 
the officer cximmanding the troops, and sundry other military officers when 
on duty. On the left, and juiit beyond the guarded post before mentioned, 
is a neat and plain building, in which the law of the land is expounded lo 
offending subjects by a cliief judge in the centre of the bnilding, and by 
minor judicial authorities in other parts of it. Almost in front of him th« 
traveller se«e on his right hand St. James's Church, an edifice of no 
pretension to architectural beauty, with a dumpy sqnare tower supporting 
as if with difficulty a pointed spire, and a huge clock face in the middls 
of the only window. 

A little farther on is the entrance to "the Garden," a piece of ground 
of about an acre in extent, actually the garden attached to the Governor's 
town residence, but thrown open to the public; and being planted with 
trees, well watered and carefully attended to, it ia really a boon to th« 
inhabitants of the dry and arid valley in which Jamestown is situatodL 
Adjoining the garden, and forming its boundary on that side, is the beat 
situated dwelling-house in Jamestown, and that in which Napoleon passed 
his Urnt night in Saint Helena. It is worth remarking that the Iste Duks 
of Wellington, when Sir Arthur Weliesley, on bis return from India early 
in the present century, slept a night in the same boose, and it is said, wiu 
every jirobability of its being correct, in the apartment snbsequentlj 
occupied by the illustrious exile.' 

The remainder of the houses in this, the main street, comprises private 
dwellings, merchants' offices, consular offices of various nations, retail 
shops, a large and, considering the purpose for which it waa constructed, 
handsome storehouse, belonging to tlie well-known firm of Solomon, 
Hosa, Gideon, and Co., an hotel, and the mess-house of the officers of the 

* It ii muph to b« regnlted that thii interesting reTio hu been dotrojed by Hra 
nucatha mitingof thmepa^jn. The i^cumilsnWB attending tlwoeeaiion werainek 
a< to leiTs little doubt tfaat Lha fin woi the work of an incandiaiT. , - i 
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Bsint Helena Regiment (the late Tegiment). This is eUfaelo the principal 
■treet of the town, and the traveller had now better betake himself to an 
hotel, and after breakfaat take the hone or the carriage ordered for him 
\y the hotel-keeper, and proceed on his joume; to the interior. 



A JDUBNET TO THE D(T£aIOB. 

Ir the captain is in a hany to get on, sa most captains are, the traTeller 

has not more than aotae five hours, or perhaps six, at hie command ; and 
aa the chief objects of interest in the island are the reflidence of Napoleon 
and his tomb, the route to be followed is that known as the Side Path. 
Pasain^ the offices and other buildings, before mentioned as forming the 
principal street in the town, and dashing at what at first seema an 
impracticable alley, the traveller enters Napoleon Street. It widens a 
little as be proceeds ; and after getting up a rather steep ascent, which 
reminds him of Palace Gate at Quebec, if he has ever been there, he 
begins the ascent of the Side Path. Why it shoald be so named — or rauer, 
why it should be distinguished from nearly all the roads or paths in tba 
island b^ a qualifying term to which the; are equally entitled, as being 
on the sides of hills or mountains — is hanl to say, and perhaps little to 
the purpose. Side Path it ia, and a very monotonous and fatiguing one 
too. 

At starting, the npper portion of the town, or that which the traveller 
1^ nnexplored, is open oo his right, and spreads out as he proceeds like 
a map. The most conspicuous object is the barrack and officers' qaarters, 
with the lower parade, — a large and wetl-aituated establiahmeot, the officere 
portion especially. The other is not so well placed with regard to 
ventilation, as the rooms are built tn the line of the valley instead of 
aeroea it. Here and thwe a substantial -looking house is seen in th< 
street leading up fmm the lower part of the town towards the head of 
the valley, hut a great part of the ground in the neighbourhood of the 
barracks is covered with wretched- looking hovels and roofless walls. 
Three cemeteries, no longer used as snch, escept in certain cases of close 
family ties, occupy a considerable part of the middle of the town, and 
do not improve ita appearance. A large open drain, commonly called 
Uie " Run, which conducts the water from two small streams, uniting at 
the head of Jamestown Valley, through the town to the sea, now becomes 
visible ; hut let not the traveller imagine that this portion is the only one 
known to the inhabitanta of Jamestown merely because it ia the finrt 
view he has had of it. In paasing through the town it avoids the mala 
or principal street, and seeks a more quiet route at the back of the hoosM 
on one Bide ; but it is still an open draia, and ita claim to the title iB 
strengthened and increased materially between the point from which wa 
are now looking at it and that at which it eaten '' - - 
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LittiDg hii eyes from thia cloaca maxima, the tKTeller notices with 
pleasare the improving prospect before him. The uceat of about one- 
third put of Side PaUi has carried him poet the equatid and misentblA 
huta in which not onl; the viciooB hut the poor paaa their allotl«d time, 
and then leave their places to be filled by socceeson.too often, nnf ortunatelT, 
the counterparts of themaelvea. A small aad modest little tower nearly 
opposite the barracks has, from its sombre colour and confined sitaation, 
almost escaped notice ; it belonp to a church, the property of a Baptist 
■ congregation, comprising a number of highly respeotaole inhabitants of 
Jamestown and the neighbouring country. The Beverend Hr. Bertram 
is the presiding minister, but servicea are conducted frequently by lay 
members, amongst whose names are some that will be long Temembered 
in Saint Helena in many a poor family. Just above the barracks il 
■ituated the building used for the purpose of divine worship by the 
Roman Catholic portion of the community, but the congre^tion consists 
dmost entirely of military men, the number of native inhabitsnU of that 
religions persuasion being verv small. A very little farther on is a neat 
church very lately completed. Jt has been named St. John's, and its 
completion, which has been mnch accelerated by the earnest efforts of 
some of its members in its immediate vicinity, has proved a great relief 
to St James's Church, which is too small for even its rednced congrega- 
tion. The civil and military hofmitals come next in view ; the former 
very plainly so, being a large building, with every indication of order and 
cleanliness, and open to good ventilatioD, but devoid of trees for natural 
shade, and of the verandahs which every building within the tropics, 
sspecialty a hospital, should possess. The latter (the military hospital) 
can scarcely be seen, so thoroughly is it shut in by large spreading trees. 
The bailding is not so well placed for any advantage to be derived from 
a free and open current of air as the civil hospital ; bat it is less exposed 
to the beat of the sun, and the convalescent patients, or any others able to 
leave the wards, enjoy the relief —no slight one In a sick man — of stmll* 
ing a few steps, or sitting down to rest in the open air, well shaded from 
the snn. 

On the opposite side of the road, a small square of well-conttmcted 
tenements, with water-tank and out-bntldings, forms so striking a contrast 
to the style of baildings for similar purposes seen shortly after leaving 
the town, that a word or two in explanation will not be ont of place. 
These tenements, thirteen in number, have been built by the Oolonial 
Government, on the site of a part of what was, and is still, known as Chin* 
Town. They are constrncten with a due regard to the requirements of 
small families, and of materials of durable kind, but at the same time with 
the full knowledge of the circumstances of tlie class of persons for whom 
they were intended. They are let to well-conducted small families, nnder 
certain necessa^ conditions and restrictions ; and so eager were numbers 
of the class re^rred to to escape from the dens in which they had beai 
compelled to have their homes, that long before the dwellings were 
completed, the list of applicants was far beyond the projected nnmber of 
tenements. 

The view, which may now be called a bird's-eye view, next takes in the 
large, well-onltivated groonds attached to Hsldivia, and other privat* 
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dwelliiigv, and in graduallj raisinE the eje from the valley it is aireeted 

for a moment W the gardens and grape viDeg at Chubb's Spring. But 
■omething new breaks on the attention every instant when at this part 
of tbe rotui, and while Btill ascending. In front, or nearly »o, at some of 
the alight Binuositiea of the mad, is an abrupt promontory called Peak 
Hill, with Bames'B Road winding like a long spiral round tbe almost 
perpendicular face of the promontory. To tbe right is a deep hollow, 
almost shut in by precipices, in the centre of which a dark pool receives 
the water poured into it by a very pretty cascade, known par extxUenee as 
" the Waterfall." In ordinary, or dry, fine weather the stream becomes 
so email in volume that one of the eudden pufiit of wind that now and 
then may be heard whistling round the hallow is powerful enough to 
convert it into spray and cany it up among the surrounding rocks like a 
thin veil. Occasionally, but at long intervaTs, very heavy showers of rain 
burst over the centre of the island, and the waterfall comes down like ths 
broom of a giant, and sweeps out the pool below, sending a beep of vege- 
table matter, in various stages of decay, into the Run before spoken of ; and 
having picked up in its a:igry course a few fowls sod ducks, with probably 
an innocent young pig ur two, mixing up the whole with a miecellaneooa 
' ooltection of washing-tubs and other mdustrial and domestic utenaib, 
it bears them off to Uie sea. Over the Waterfall, and at some distaoco 
from it, is seen the cathedral of St. Paul ; or, as it is more generally 
oalled. Country Church. At a shortdistance from it, but not visible from 
Side Path, is Plaiitation House, the residence of the Governor. On ths 
Tight hand, and towering almost over his bead, the traveller now sees the 
old fortalice of High Knoll, the position and appearance of which carry 
one bock into the times of Major Dalgetty, and of Anne of Qeierstein. 

In front, and gradually opening out like a map or well-defined plan, on 
his right hand as the traveller continues to ascend, is a charming vilU 
residence. This little bijou, which would have kept George Bobios sleep- 
leas until he had brought out its beauties in an advertisement, is, however, 
not only attractive on account of its approaches, its lawns, shrubberies, and 
general tasteful appearance, but also because one of its aUaclU* is tbe 

Kvilion in which Napoleon lived for some weeks, while the house at 
ingwood was being prepared for his reception. 

A sudden tnm in Uie road now shows the traveller the ascent he has 
mode ; and in front, or very nearly so, for the road almost doubles on 
Itself^ be sees Jamestown spread out beneath him, with the h&rbonr and 
sbippmg. Ladder Hill is on his left ; and on his right is the ridge separat- 
ing James' Valley from Rupert's. A steep bit of road, some 160 yards in 
len^, puts his horses to their mettle, and it is a relief to all concerned to 
arrive at the turn where the road resumes the original direction. 

A moss-covered stone at this point indicates the distance from town to 
be 1 mile 1,124 yards, and the elevation above the sea to be 1,180 feet. 
A piece of road of but slight ascent encourages the steeds to attempt a 
trot, and the sudden change of temperature is very refreshing. Another 
aan to the left, and again to the right, and the road now improves in ita 
general features, being much less steep than before, less rough, and much 
wider, with some trees and shrabs on each side. It winds very prettily 
round some iew slight emiDeDcea, and under the abode of large and 
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spTMtding trees, for about a mile or hardlv bo mnoh, id the coane of which 
two or three Hntftll branch roads tumoS from it, leading to Rural Betrea^ 
Prospect, and other ooantry seats, at one of which turnings, a boGU^ 
with the inscription " To Napoleon's Tomb," has been so ingenioualjr 
placed that the chaoce of a. Htranger taking the wrong rood is at least 
equal to his continuing on the right one, the main road, or that which be 
has BO far travelled, and continuing on which, he soon emerges from the 
shade of the trees, which have for some little while hid the surrounding 
country from his view, and he is on the highest part of the road between 
Jamestown and Longwood, 1,900 feet above the sea. On hia right it 
Alarm House, the white building which attracted his attention when pass- 
ing Rupert's Valley, just before anchoring. The view from this point it 
Tery fine. Lookmg to the front, or in the direction of the road, St. 
Matthew's Church is just visible through the trees which border the road 
near Hutt's Qate, where the chnrcb is situated. The rectory (Long- 
wood) is very near it on the left ; then a little hill which shields tha 
rectory from the easterly breeze, that, despite the tropical position of the 
island, is often bleak and cold. Still turniog towards the left, soma 
climpses of a winding road are caught, with two or three little bits of sea 
&r in the distance, and then, on a slightly elevated site, the old house, as it 
is called, of Longwood, attracts attention from its conspicuous position. 
Still to the left is the hold mass of the " Bam," which was passed on ap- 
proaching the island ; but the chief point of observation is, of course, 
Longwood, the road to which appears to the traveller to lead in the wrong 
direction. The cause is obvious to him when be looks down, for between 
himself and the point of hia destination yawns a ravine of some 1,000 feet 
or more in depth, and he must go round the head of it. He has time to 
note all this ; for in all probability the sudden stroke of the south-east 
trade wind, which he felt when he reached the top of the hill at Alarm 
House, has rendered a stoppage for a short time necessary ; while the boy 
who, as he just now dieuovera, has held on to his horse's tail all the way 
np from the town, runs back to pick up his hat. 

Fixing his hat Urmly on his head, and probably buttoning up his coat, 
the diSerence of temperature between what the visitor now feels and 
anything he can remember of it for some time back being remarkable, 
be proceeds about half a mile to the branch road which turns to the left, 
and by which he descends into the ravine, to visit the tomb of the 
Emperor. The tomb itself is a plain stone construction, with little 
ornament, and at first reminds one, perhaps from its solid, plain, and 
tranquil style, of something of the sort which one has seen before ; and a 
momentary recollection of the plain tomb of the Duke of Sussex in 
Kenstd Green, or that of O'Connell at Glasnevin, induces a retrospect to 
rush across the mind of scenes almost forgotten, and only to be recalled 
by strong and involuntary ssaociations. 

But here is the tomb — the spot selected by himself for hie resting-plaoe 
— of the man who a few short years before held the fate of kings and 
nations in his grasp, in a quiet un&equented tittle valley, in an almost un- 
frequented little island, of which, in his power and might, he had perhapi 
■oaroely recogoixed the existence. The stone tomb is enclosed by an 
iron nuling, and a small piece of ground snrrounding it by a Ught wooden 
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fenosL Soma willow tree* uid flowning gemrimna viUiiii tha eBcIoBiire 
■re carefally protected from the ravages of Tieitors by a very polite and 
civil gDRrdian, a eoldier in the French serrice, who recMvea virators, point! 
out the spring of water that the Emperor discovered, and preaents for 
record the book in whioh visitors inscribe their namea. Quickly ascend- 
ing the hill, the traveller reeamee his route, passe* the pnttj little church 
which he had previously seen, and gradiuily rounding the head of th« 
ravine, which is in fact, as he now may perceive, no other than the on* 
before noticed as Rupnt's Valley, be gets a distant view of the shipping 
Ijring at anchor in the harbour, and in a few minutes after rounding one 
or two points on the road, arrives at the entrance to Longwood, — a rather 
narrow gateway, with a dilapidated stone pier, and a amall, a very amall 
stone-hnilt cottage on each side. Directly in front, at the distance of • 
short half-mile, is the " old honse," end a veryinviting greensward tempts 
the nag into a canter, which soon terminates at the encloanra of the hoiiee, 
a simple wooden fence with a plain barred gate. 

Numberless little boys appesj- in a mysterionsly sudden manner, ready 
to hold the horses, which are not admitted within the enclosure, and the 
visitor, or visitors, as the case may be — the latter being the moet general, 
and decidedly the moat agreeable mode of travelling on roads where^ 
•ometimes for miles together, not a human bein^ may be seen — is received 
at the entrance of the house by a " sous officier " of the French army, 
who, speaking English fluently as well as his own language, condncts the 
visitor through the di&erent rooms, and explains the pnrpoaes to which 
they were applied during the residence of the illuHtrions esUe. 

A detailed description of the bouse would be here out of place, as tha 
traveller has not come so f sj to see merely a small and inconvenient cot- 
tage, but to realize the intentions, perhaps, of chiidbood; and the house in 
wyob Napoleon died must be seen to be known. It may be remarked, 
however, that shortly after the death of the Emperor, the building reverted 
to its former purpoaes, as part of a fanning establishment, and was 
suffered to succumb to the influence of the weather, which m this bleak 
and exposed situation would doubtless in a few years have destroyed the 
most interesting portions, if not the whole, of the eetablisbment Th« 
subject having been brought to the notice of the French Gtovemment, 
negotiations were opened with that of England, which ended in the 
transfer to France of the two domains, the " old houee " and " the tomb 
of the Emperor," with a certain amount of ground attached to each, pro- 
ducing the rather singular anomaly of French territory in the middle of 
an English colony. 

The visitor having gone carefully through the rooms in the honae, 
having seen the fishpond, tuH written his name in the visitors' book, now 
has leisure for a glance at the view aronnd him. From the back of the 
" old house," the point at which he moat Ukely commences his enrvev, he haa 
an extenaive end varied prospect,~sea in the distance, but not so far as to 
prevent his catehing sight of vessels nearing the island, on the track by 
which he himself approached it but a few hours before ; the ragged out- 
line of the land overnanging the sea, barren and apparently deaolate ; an 
immense ravine or valley in front, the bare and rooky sides of which are 
beautifully atreaked witii every imaginable shade of colour ; tha ndg« on 
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the opposite mde Raduftilj riBing to tbe right, until from " Orest " aad 
" Little " " Stone Tops," the moBt prominent poiats in front, the eye ia 
carried on QDtil it rests on the green hills fonning the oentral ridgo of the 
island, and on which the highest of three nearlv e<]ual eminencea is known 
as Diana's Peak, 2,697 feet ahove the sea. It ia at the foot or haae, if 
it may be so called, of this ridge, that the ralley in front commences its 
descent towards the sea, its err^ovehvre forming the indentation known as 
Prosperous Bay, the point at which the EngTish troope landed in 1673, 
when the island was retaken from the Dntch, 

Looking down into the bottom of the ravine, a strip of green is seen 
bordering a little stream of water : two or three small cottages far down 
create in the mind of the spectator a feeling akin to wonder as to how 
ot why they got there, and whether their inhabitants, if they have any, 
ever find tneir way out of such a pit; and some mined walla forming 
what were once terraces are pointed out to him as the remains of a ones 
thriving eetabliehment known as Bradley's ; — the place bears the name, in 
fact, at the present day, but not the fruit, which, if we are to believe 
what we may find in Governor Beatson'a tracts, written in 1611, must 
have been eomething that would now be considered marvellous. The 
view might he enjoyed for some time longer, hut a sharp gust of wind, 
rising over the steady breeze which has bj this time chilled the traveller, 
cuts, if he has been lately in the East, to his bones, and he seeks the 
teeward aide of the house. Standing for a few minntea on the verandah 
atepa at the front, be sees at a couple of hundred yards off the roofs of a 
large block of buildings, the lower part being hidden from his view hy 
the ground, which, sloping in that direction, has been partially cut away 
to make room for the " New House," and afford that stmcture soma 
protection from the cold and biting winds and rains which, during at 
Uast half the year, render the climate of Longwood anything hut ft 
tropical one, and which muat have had some inflaence over the architect 
who designed the New House, if one may judge from the nnraber of 
chimneys which project above the roofs. A little to the right of the New 
Honae la tbe one which Marshal Bertrand occupied during the greater 
portion of the time Napoleon was at Longwood. 

Beyond these houses, and looking over the New House, is seen the plain 
of DeadwDod, on which a regiment was stationed during Napoleon's 
residence at Longwood. The ground rises gradually beyond Deadwood 
plain, and terminates in a lofty peak called " FlagatafF," on which in 
former tjmes was erected one of the namerous signal stations then 
established in aach positions aa to maintain during any night a constant 
means of mutual communication with head-quartera and all parts of tha 
island. To the right of Flagstafi ia the immenae mass of the Bam, 
apparently cut off from all access by a deep ravine. This is, however, 
not reallv the case ; it can be scaled, though not without fatigue and 
some difficulty ; but ladies have accomplished the feat. The visitor may 
perhaps wiah to leave a card for the officer appointed by the French 
Government as guardian of the domames. Baron Gauthier de Bougemont, 
a highly distingnished cavalry officer. The sergeant then civilly conducts 
him to the entrance, and, remounting hia steed, he returns by the road on 
which he came. 
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CHAPTBB in. 

THZ RETURN JOCRKET. 

Oh the return journey tlie traveller can afford to devote Bome attention 
to tbe Bcener; which ha passed rather too quickly on hie ride out to 
notice particularly ; and it presents so different an aspect on being seen 
from a revenied point of view, as to repay some little notice being taken 
of iL The ravine on his right, round tne head of which he passed shortly 
before arriving at Longwood, he now observes expands considerably near 
the part which he is now rounding, — so much bo as to have gained tho 
name of the Devil's Punch-bowl. A little spur from the ridge at the top 
divides it almost equally ; and leading off from the main road, and crossing 
this spur some distance down, he sees the footpath by which Napoleon is 
Bald to have been in the habit of walking to the spring of water in tha 
valley where he was afterwards buried. 

A little farther on, a low roof on the left-hand side near the road 
suggests to the traveller the idea of a cottage of small dimensions almost 
swallowed np by some convulsion of nature ; it is a tank, and just at thia 
spot the road is perceived to be formed on the summit of a ridge which 
separates, almost like a wall, the head of Bupert's Valley from the ravine 
or valley seen from the back of the " Old House," and which now presenta 
a very different aspect from the part where the traveller first became 
acquainted with it. The steep and precipitous sides of the ravine, the 
gullies and ridges in tbe bare and sterile rock, the many-coloured streaki 
of oxides of iron, have all disappeared in a gradual but rapid change to 
banks sloping downwards into tlie ravine at a less impracticable angle, 
with bridle paths leading to rich pasture and meadow land, groves of 
trees, forest and fruit, w^l-kept gardens, and substantial stone dwellings. 

The first on the left is Willow Bank, very prettily placed, and a 
fltriking object in the view ; next, and rather higher up the well-wooded 
lidge, is Teutonic Hall, more remarkable for the rigid nniforraity of its 
many windows than for any architectural or picturesque beauty. Almost 
buried in a mass of trees, and at what may be called the head of the 
valley, is Mallbro Cottage. The house on tbe right hand, before 
referred to as Longwood Rectory, was occupied for some time by Marshal 
Bertrand when in attendance on Napoleon ; and the one on the left ia 
the only house of entertainment the traveller is likely to see on his jaunt, 
onleas he has time to cross over Halley'a Mount in front of him, and 
return to Jamestown by another route. We will suppose he has : 
accordingly, he proceeds to ascend the little hill in front of him, instead 
of turning to the right, as he would do at this point if intending to 
proceed to town by the road by which he came. 

A road which turns off here to the left, and winds round the valley, 
crossing the ridge on the opposite side near Teutonic Hall, at a part called 
Alarm Hill, is conducted by most picturesque wiiidings round hills, 
lidges, and valleys of rich land, and round ravines and rocky gorges oi 
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bare ud b«rreQ rock, fianked hj precipices alinost inaccessible, offering 
a seriea of views unsurpassed probably in ooj other place of eqaal sise 
in the world, — so say those, at least, who have travelled much. One o£ 
the beat houses in the island, Bock Rose, is situated on this road, 
vhich continues round ridge and valley until it terminates at Sandy Ba^. 
The distance by this road is too great for our traveller of five or six 
hours, however, to think of getting over ; and passing the pretty little 
iron church, St Matthew's, he crosses Hallay'a Mount, so named from ■ 
visit paid by tliat eminent astronomer in the year 1676, to observe, as it 
is said, a transit of Venus. Great disappointments are sometimes caused 
by very trifling accidents ; and although the great astronomer could 
foretell to a nicety the instant at which the planet would appear on tha 
snn'a disc, be could not foretell the state of the weather in ^iot Helena 
St the time it would occur, or he might have saved himself the trouble 
of coming out, as the day was a cloudy one, and he saw nothing abova 
him bnt rain. 

The road descends — or the traveller does — after crossing Halley's Mount, 
and winds round two rather dull and sombre valleys and ridges showing 
good posture land, and, at the right season of the year, good crops of hay. 
Glimpses of the harbour and shipping. High Enoll, and St. Paul's Church 
are obtained. One or two country reaidences are also seen, but the road 
presents no remarkable feature in the ever-changing scenery until, having 
ascended a hill with overhanging bushes and trees on the left hand, and a 
deep but beautifully green and undulating valley on the right, the traveller 
finds himself on the ridge which separates tlie windward from the leeward 
Bide of the island. Here a view suddenly breaks up before him which 
con scarcely be surpassed, can never be forgotten, and must be seen to be 
appreciated. 

Standing at an elevation of 2,200 feet above the sea, the surf breaking 
on the beach of Sandy Bay at a little under three miles in a direct line 
from the point at which he stands, the whole expanse of the valley of 
Sandy Bay is spread out before the spectator. From the ridge nf Diana's 
peak on the left, and from the point whence the view is seen, the ground 
slopes very rapidly, and the road leading down into the valley winds about 
in eveij imaginable direction, donbling on itself ; here clinging, as it were, 
with dif&culty to the edge of a projecting spur, and there sunk into the 
depth of a gully ; sometimes hid from sight by a projecting point, and 
emerging again into view at a spot where least likely to be looked for; 
changing its direction so often and so capriciously, tliat detached portions 
of it, seen between the projecting headlands, may be imagined as leading 
either up or down the valley;, as whim or fancy dictates. On the right, a 
bold promoutory, covered with fir trees, strikes out into the valley a few 
' hundred feet, and then, as if alarmed at its temerity, or boastful of ita 
prowess, suddenly stops short and bluff at the top, while a little below the 
greensward slopes off quickly but evenly to join the valley lower 
down. 

On this promontory is situated the house known as Mount Pleasant, 
and near it, but not seen from the ridge, is Rose Cottage. 

Looking downwards and over the rich gras^ slopes into the valley, the 
priac^ residences which arrest the eye ore Bamboo Grove and Bamboo 
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Hedge ; in the centre of the picture, WnDgfatina ; a little higher on the 
left, part of Coffee Grove eBtablishment. On the right is the Sandj Bay 
BChool-houae and some other anng-looking cottages. The pictDreaqne 
eSect of the sceae is rendered complete hy the sleek and glossy coats of 
BODie cattle quietly graztng iQ a field, almost under the point at which we 
Btand, and the gambolUogs of some nther fast jouog colts a little farther 
down. This is the upper or nearer portion of the valley, a fertile sud 
productive Seld ; hut litt the eye over it, and look towarda the sea ; there 
a region of barrenness and desolation presents itself, such as is seldom 
seen. High and pracipitous ridges, apparently iaaccessible, with most 
fantaatie and distorted outlines; rock bare and barren, split up into 
fissures ; ravines and gorges with high and boldly projecting dikes break- 
ing out at intervals ; no order or succession apparent in the distribution 
of these maaaes of inert matter. It is a chaos, a something unfinished, 
Teminding one of his first view of the moon through a large telescope. A 
little to the right of Bamboo Hedge, but nearer the sea, and therefore 
much lower in the valley, a high sugarloaf-shaped mass of rock rises 
above the ridge of which it forms a part ; and though the streams of 
fragments of all sizes which have collected on the sides of the ridge 
teetify to the gradaal but sure work of time and weather on the hardMt 
rock, it presents a bold and lofty front to the deatroyer. It ia named 
Lot; why so is leaa easy to record. 

Nearly in a line with Lot, and perched on the extreme line of vision on 
the rocky outline above the coast, and at an elevation of 1,660 feet above 
the sea, rises a tall and singular column of rock : it is larger at half its 
height than at the base, like a gigantic akittle-pin ; this is Lot's Wife : 
three smaller columnar masses near it are her "Daiightera." Agoodeyemay 
detect, just where the aurf is seen to break, a part of Horses Head, the 
name of which appears to have originated in a fancied resemblance in 
the form to that equine feature imparted to a basaltic dyke, which haa 
been partially denuded of ita softer covering. A quiet little nook at 
Horses Head has been named the Arm-chur, and evidences of the 
(qipropriatenesH of the place for drawing the corks of claret bottles are 
occasiooally visible there. 

If wild, rugged, rocky barrenness, in close contrast with luxuriant vege- 
tation, possess any charm for the traveller, he leaves Sandy Bay 
reluctantly ; but his time is precious, and he crosses the bead of the valley, 
and by a very pleasant wmding road the heads of two or three other 
valleys, deep down in which he sees highly cultivated land and pleasantly 
placed residences. One in particular attracts hla notice, embosomed in a 
thick grove of trees, "Oakbank," the residence of his Lordship the 
Bishop of Saint Helena ; a turn towarda the left and again to the right, 
and Saiot Paul's, or Country Church, ia on his left hand. 

The road which branches off just at the point leads to what may be 
designated the Belgravia of the island, but we have not time to do more 
than pass it quickly. The gate at which we immediately afterwards draw 
up involuntarily is the entrance to " Plantation," the residence of .his 
Excellency the Oovernor. In front ia the oft-seen High Knoll, and the 
lofty peak on the right of it ia no other than the " Flagstaff" seen from 
Longwood. A very conspicuooa point in the view from this part of the 
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load ia tha cotmtrj honse and grounds of " Proapect," the approach to 
which wu passed uter the aacent of Side Path, and ahortl; before arriving 
at Alarm Houae, " EDoUcombes," 'Willow Cottage, and some other 
taatefu! reeidencea are seen down in the vaJlej. On the opposite side, on 
a gentlj sloping green plateau, a troop of cricketers may frequently bo 
teen vigorously playing bat and bail on Francis' Plain. This plain is 
also the Campus Martiua of the Saint Helena Militia, who assemble then 
at stated times for purposes of drill and inspection. The " Briara " may 
be seen from this part of the road, and the long and tedioua Side Paui 
ia viaible ; ao ia tne winding Bames's Boad. We pass the second 
entrance to " Plantation " grounds, where a atone tank on one side and a 
small roadaide public-houae on the other preaent themselvea. Enfield 
Lodge is perched up on our right hand, on a bleak bluff or excrescence 
on the slope from High Knoll. Princes Lodge is anugly ensconced on 
the left in a little hollow scooped out b^ nature, afEording shelter from tha 
cutting breeaes of Bed Hill. This ia a ver^ tasty and comfortable- 
looking residence, with what every house standmg detached from othera 
ought to have, but what very few in Saint Helena do possess — namely, a 
venuidaA. Another roadside public-house, one or two small and compact- 
looking little places down in the valley on the left, and upon the slope of 
High Knoll on the right, relieve the now monotonous appearance of the 
landscape, which gradually slopes towards the sea, and oSers really very 
little of either the grand, the beautiful, or the picturesque. 

On the road-side are seen the remains of the aqueduct by which tha 
water required at Ladder Hill was formerly brought from a spring in the 
neighbourhood of " Plantation." The buildings at Ladder Hill are now in 
eight ; the straggling cottages, almost hidden by dry atone walla and 

Erickly pear bushes, on the right, are included under a somewhat compre- 
enaive term, " HalE-tree Hollow," but whence the term ia a puzzle, for 
there ia not a half or any part of a tree viaible on or near the place, nor 
ia the reason for calling the round and swelling summit of a hill a hollow 
traceable to any more satisfactory source. Winding round the slight 
inequalities of the ground, the steepness of the descent is lessened by tlie 
sinuosities of the road near the ofGcers' quarters, and Lndder Hitl 
barracks is reached, in the placing of which the object in view appears to 
have been to get as near the edge of a gradually decaving clifi as posaible. 
We now turn aharp to the right, and are on Ladder Hill I&ad ; Jamestown 
is Bpread out beneath us, and the landing-place, witb the boate and all tha 
bustle of welcoming an arrival or packing oS a departure, is, in full 
Mtivity, fairly in view. Passing some fearful-looking masses of rook, 
which appear to be suspended by a thread as fine as that by which bung 
the aword of Damocles, and wondering whether and when they will fafl 
into the devoted town beneath them — nay, almost wondering why they 
have never yet done so, or why they do not do it now — wequickly accom- 
plish the descent nf the hill, and hand over the tough and by no means 
jaded steeds to the attendant sprites who have accompanied us, walking 
when we rode slowly, running when our rate of progression rendered it 
necessary, opening tha gates when we arrived at tliose most abominabls 
obstructions on the road, and yet as fresh aa when they started five boura 
■go ; and now indulge in aaltatoiy tokens of joy on being rewarded with 
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• imall coin tnd a kind ward. There are worse flpeoimena of bnmatiitj 
to be met with than the " gamias " of Jameatown, bad ob they are. 

The tonr joat sccompliiihed by the traveller is that most freqaently 
Adopted by thoee whose sta^ at the Island is limited to a few honrs, as is 
the case with most who visit Baint Helena on their naesage, the usual 
Tequirements of vessels passing the island being limitea to a few articles 
of provisloDS and vegetables, and perhaps water, all of which is soon 
anpplied. If, however, the stay at the island can be prolonged for a few 
days, there are a nnmber of roads to explore, and any amount of hills to 
Bcranibleup and down, with as great a variety of gratid aod magnificent 
scenery as any locality, of equal extent, in the world can show. 



OF lUFOLBON AT BAINT HBLEHA. 

It IB not intended to introduce into this little book any history of ths 

Ct man whose life ended in esile on the rock which anbsequentlT 
me BO famous, but merely to record a few facts in connection wiui 
bis residence in the island, and for replies to the inquiries which hsve 
possibly arisen in the mind of cue who has visited the house in which htt 
Ured and died, and the valley in which bis mortal remains were deposited. 
A great deal has been written aod published to the world respecting the 
treatment of Napoleon, from the time at which the first intimation of the 
intention of the British Government to send him to Saint Helena was 
made to him by Major-General Sir Henry Bunbury, on board the BelU- 
rophon, in July, 1S15, until the period at which his remains were received 
on board the French frigate BelU Povk, on the IStii of October, 1840. 
From that day certainly all influence over the exiled Emperor, or over the 
inanimate remains of that once mighty man, ceased on the part of Great 
Britain or its Government ; but during the twenty-five years that " Saint 
Helena" and "Napoleon" were words seldom uttered alone, or without an 
ezpresaed or understood connection with each other, an amount of exag- 
geration and misrepresentation overwhelmed England and France, and, 
to the detriment of both, spread into other countries, and strewed the 
seeds of enmity and hatred on soil only too ready to receive them, and 
bring forth in increase the most malignant passions of frail humanity. 

That much of the exaggeration was unintended as such — that a great 
deal of what was written was sent forth in perfect good faith, and with 
DO worse desire than to publish the truth, cannot be denied ; for a great 
deal was written and put forth by men whose honour and integrity were 
onimpeachable, but who sometimes used atronger forms of expresaion, 
and more decided expletives, when recording scenes in which they took an 
active part, and with which they were intimately connected, than would 
be thotight necessary by one who, bs a men spectator, should calmly nuts 
what he saw pass before him. 
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Obliged to witnua for months and jevn the mental gnfTering of one 
trbo so shortlj before had Appeared ab if gifted with power to bend the 
world to hia Role will, Buddenly precipitAted from his power and migb^ 
great allowance must be made for those who, having almost worehipped 
this hero in hia giorj, having with all the devotedness of chivalry thought 
it an honour above all otliers to shed their blood in his caase and at his 
word, and who, having clung to him in hie fall, and taken his miafortunea 
for their own with the aame courage and aelf-denial that characterlEed 
their devotion in the field of hattie,-^great allowance must indeed be made 
for them if they failed in acme instanceB to coincide with the viewa of 
the Government that, with every deaire to be just, vaa compelled to 
resort to measures which might be construed as hanih or severe. The 
Government had a duty to perform under a serioua reaponaibility, not 
only to England, but also to Europe ; and in order to maintain in aafe 
custody so important a personage, measures were adopted, the stringency 
of which were obnoxious to liis followers and companions, who would not 
admit their absolute necessity. Napoleon himself, although much embit- 
tered against the Government for what he is said to have called a breach 
of hospitality that would draw forth the indignation of the world, was 
much more violent in his remarks upon Sir Hudson Lowe personally, 
whom be accused of having exceeded the instructions given him by the 
Goremment Two works which, from peculiar soarces of information 
open to their authors, may be considered as most likely to afford a correct 
account of the kind of intercourse, if it can be so called, which existed 
between the Governor and Napoleon, are, "A Voice from Saint Helena," 
by Barry O'Meara, surgeon to Napoleon ; and " A History of the Captivity 
of Napoleon at Saint Helena, from the letters end journals of the late 
Lieut. -General Sir Hudson Lowe," by William Forsyth, M.A. One of 
these represents the Governor as having done all he possibly couid do to 
render tne position of Napoleon more irksome, more unendurable, in fact, 
than the most stringent interpretation of the orders from the Home 
Qovemment conld have warranted ; and the other is equally positive in 
recording not merely the desire of the Governor to read and act on hia 
instructions according to the mildest meaning he could extract from 
them, but that he availed himself of any opportunity that could be 
obtained of ascertaining and even of anticipating the wishes of the 
ex-Emperor or his household. 

It was, no doubt, the deeire of O'Heara to record facts bb they presented 
themselves (o Aim, and on the part of Forsyth to show that the author 
of the "Voice from Saint Helena" had put forth incorrect statements, 
resulting from his imperfect observation. 

Napoleon arrived at Saint Helena on the 15th of October, 1815 ; and 
although it had been understood to be the intention of the British 
Government that he should continae as a guest of the Admiral, Sir 
George Cockbum, until a suitable residence for him could be found or 
prepared, the Admiral very justly concluded that, as it might he a work 
of some time to accompliBli thitt object, considering what were to be the 
circumstances attending Napoleon's residence in the ialand, it would be 
better to land him at once with his suite, and adopt such temporary 
of precaaLioD and security as were available ouUl the arrange- 
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neuta necetwry for hit proper RcconiniodRtion coald be completed. He 
iraa accordingly luided OD the 17th, together with big Baite of offieen and 
peTBODftl attendants, and the wivea of aonie of the party. 

He WM aocompauied bv General and Madame Bertrtnd, and three 
childrflD ; Qeneral and Haoame Montholon, and two children ; Conot Laa 
Cases, and his sod ; General Gonrgaud, Captam Protowskoi, and Dr. 
CHeivo. He had also eleven male Bervauts, holding various appoint- 
ments in the household, first and second valets de chambre, first aod 
second stewards, &c., and one female cook. There were also attached to 
hia household one English gardener, twelTe soldiers as servants, besides 
some others ; and Generals Bertrand and Hootholon were accompanied 
by their own servants : in all, the establisliment consisted of fifty-fonr 
or flfty-Gve personB, including officers and their wives, families, and 
aervants. Immediately on landing Napoleon was conducted to the 
honse before referred to (page 7) as that in which be passed his first 
night in Saint Helena. Some of his attendant officers, Bertraud, 
Montholon, Las Cases, Oourgaud, and O'Meara, with some ladies of 
their famihes, and servants, were accommodated in the same bouse, 
which was then the property of a Mr. Porteous ; the remainder were 
lodged in other houses in the neighbourhood. During the afternoon and 
evening some inconvenience arose from the desire of the inhabitants to 
obtain a peTSonal view of one of whom they had heard so much, and the 
illustrious object of their curiosity felt much annoyed by the very 
obtrusive manner in which it was shown. 

Early on the following morning he rode out to Longwood to see the 
place which had been selected as his fntnre homt; and as the necessary 
repfurs and alterations would require eorao weeks for completion, he was 
desirous of escaping from the annoyance of the inhabitants of Jamestown 
during the interval, and application was made to Mr. fialcombe, the 
proprietor of the " Briars, before mentioned, for the use, during the 
preparation of Longwocd, of a pavilion attached to the estate, and 
situated very near the principal building. The request was immediately 
acceded to, and Napoleon entered at once into possession. It does not 
even appear that he returned to Jamestown after his visit on that day 
to Longwood. The pavilion appropriated to his use was, however, ttra 
small and inconvenient for the accommodation of any more of his staff 
than Count Las Cases, who, with his son, occupied one of the two small 
rooms in the attic over the only room on the ground-floor. The other 
room in the attic was given np to Marchaud, the Emperor's "premier 
valet de chambre," and another personal servant ; and in the room on 
" " ground-floor be who, but a few months before, could choose for his 
e of many palaces, now had his camp bed put up, and 
aparbnent submitted to all the discomforts and inconveniences 
inseparable from so confined and limited a dwelling. A marquee ^as 
erec^ in front of the paviUon a few days after Napoleon took possession 
of it, and being divided by a partition into two compartments, his bed 
was moved into one of them, and General Gourgaud occupied the other, 
The marquee being connected with the pavilion by a covered way, the 
extant and condition of the accommodation were much improved ; but 
the pavilion not tuiviiig been constructed with a view to meet mil 
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tiie reqairomeato of & nbtage, man^ things had to be added to make 

the place complete. Every attention Oat could be shown by Vx. 
Balcombe and his family t* alleviate the position of their UlnatrionB 
guest was fieelj exercised ; and aa the danghters, two in niuabeT, wete 
well-educated young ladies, and spoke French fluently, Napoleon became 
much attached to the family, and besidee visiting them frequently 
m/anUlU, often amosed himself by taking part in the boyish gamea (A 
Mr. Balcombe's two sons. 

The intorconrae between the officers of Napoleon's staff with their 
families, and the inhabitants, was subjected to very few restraints, and to 
none bearing the appearance of either captiouanese or " espionage ; " and 
could the state of things, as they then existed, have been continued, thera 
b every reason to suppose that the few years remaining for Napoleon in 
this world might have passed away quietly, and if with sad recollections, 
ai, least with leas of the almost constant chafing tliat embitt-ered the 
tomainder of his life. 

In the course of a few weeks the Admiral, Sir George Cockbnm, had, 
by employing the carpenters and other mechanios belonging to his ship, 
and what small amount of skilled labour the island could supply, so far 
improved the condition of the house at Longwood, that it was considered 
to be ready for the reception of its illustrious tenant, and accordingly, 
on the 9th of December, Napoleon left &o hospitable little dwelling he 
bad enjoyed at the Briars, and, accompanied by Count Las Cases and the 
Count and Countess Hontbolon, took possession of his dreary abode at 
Longwood. 

It appears that from the fiist this place was distasteful to Him ; and 
there were many and good reasons for his dislike to it The reflection 
that in it he was to pass the remainder of his life ; that in it he was to 
be kept by every means of precaution short of foroe, and by force if 
judged necessary ; that every movement was to be subject to the watch' 
fulness of armed sentinels, and that to escape was next to impossible, 
would have marred the beauties of the most luzurions abode in tne most 
delightful climate in the world ; but, added to the forbidding aspect of 
the barren ridges and valleys that form some of the attendant features 
of Longwood, and which, repulsive as they become after the first feeling 
of their grandeur has subaided, are often hidden from aight by days and 
weeks of mist and fog, while gnats of cold wind and heavy driving rain 
chill to the heart any one unfortunate enough to be exposed to their 
influence, it ceases to be a matter of surprise that the comparison between 
the small, ill-arranged, and inconvenient house of Longwood, and the 
dwellings which its future occnpant could have chosen for himself, so 
ehort a time before, ahonld operate so much to its disadvantage. Some 
of the ofGcers who attended more immediately on Napoleon were provided 
with tents, and the Count and Countess Bertrand were lodged in a small 
houae at Hutt'a Gate, already spoken of ss the Eectory of Longwood 
parish, in the vicinity of St. Mattbew's Church. 

Bir George Cockbum had no sooner arranged the details necessary for 
carrying out the instructioiiB given him respecting the person and house- 
hold of Napoleon at Longwood, than niecifio charges were bronght 
forward in letters from Connts Bertrand and Uonttiolon against tito 
,, Goo;(lc 
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nuuDDer in wtLich that most arduous duty was performed, and were 
firmly met and refuted by him ; but caufles of complaint regarding 
BCaicity or inferior quality of the articles supplied for the consump- 
tion of the nnmerooB body of peraons composiug the household were 
immediately attended to, and, to the eitont of his ability, remedied and 
removed. The scale of allowances for the honsebold was liberal, and 
mnch more abundant than it could have been auppoeed poBsible, when the 
limited resources of the island were taken into consideration. The pre- 
cautions taken by Sir Qeorge Cockhnm for the satisfactory performance 
of the charge given him for the security of his prisoner were full and 
complete ; but notwithstanding the principle on which they were adopted, 
tlieir necessity mnst have been apparent to Napoleon, and he, no doub^ 
acqnieeced tacitly in the arrangements, although proteeting against them 
openly. His time was now generally passed in writing, or dictating for 
others to write from ; reading, or listening to others, who frequently read 
aloud to him ; playing a few games of chess or sometimes whist ; taking a 
little walking or riding exercise, and living, as regarded eating and drink- 
ing, a most temperate and moderate life. Eow long this comparatively 
rut state of things might have continued is uncertain, but it is a fact 
t riiortly after the arrival in the island of the new Governor, Sir 
Hudson Lowe, Napoleon's views of all matters connected with his deten 
tion in the island Decame much more clouded, and he inveighed bitterly 
and loudly against the Government, which had sent him as an exile to a 
place he bad no wish to go to; against the place itself, as one the most 
unsuited to his bodily and mental requirements ; and especially agaiust the 
Governor sent out to take charge of him. Sir Hudson Lowe arrived at 
Saint Helena on the 14th of April, to eucceed Colonel Wilks in the 
government, which was transfened to him on the following day with the 
customary forma and ceiemonies. 



SIE HDBSON LOWE'B 

Onb of Sir Hudson's first acts was to send word to Napoleon that he 
would call at Longwood on the 16th to pay his respects to him ; and early 
on that day he rode out, accompanied by the Admiral, Sir George Cock- 
bum, and his personal staff. Unfortunately, the dav was very wet and 
stormy — one of those on which the temper is not improved, either by * 
travelling or staying at home, and which occur in Saint Helena as well aa 
in other places. Sir Hudson arrived at Longwood about nine in the 
morning, an hour at which it could hardly have been unknown to the 
Governor that Napoleon waa not in the habit of receiving any one. He waa 
told that the Emperor waa indisposed, and could not see him, but that on 
the following day, at any hour between one and five in the afternoon, he 
would be admitted to an interview. AccordiijLgly on the next day, the 
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17tb, Bir HadsoD, acoompaniad by Ua itaff u on the prerioiu day, arriTed 
at Longwood about four o'clock, and was admitted : bat as if it had been 
arranged by some miBchievoas imp that the occasion should not be a 
propitioiie one, eeveral little ciroumstancea ocomred not likely l« remove 

the recollections of the day before. 

Oa"the QovernoT" being called for by the officer attending; on Napoleon, 
Sii HadsOD Loweratherabniptlyenterod the apartment in which Napoleon 
Btood waiting to receive him, while the Admiral, who, according to pre- 
Tions arrangement, was to ester with, or perhaps rather before him, in 
order to present him, not being so qnick in his motions, did not reach the 
door until it had been closed by the attendant, Novarree, and was then 
refused admittance. Tliis on^ht not to have occurred, for, trifling as it 
might have been under other circnmstances, it was so far from being con- 
sidered □nimportant then, that the subject was one of correspondence and 
personal interviews for two or three days afterwords ; and so contradictory 
are the reports given by the most eminent antboritjea on the afiair as to 
the part taken by or approved of by Napoleon in connection with it, that 
it is difionlt — impossible, indeed — to decide whether it was accidental or 
otherwise. Thus Lbs Cases says in his " Joumal, Avril 17, 1816," that 
"Napoleon was delighted witli the promptitude of Novairez in shutting 
the door in the face of the Admiral." Montholon, in his " lUcits," p. 
244, vol. i,, states that the oversight of the valet had vexed him, and that 
he requested his regret for the circumstance to be communicated to Sir 
Qeorge Cockbum. O'Meara relates a conversation the Emperor held with 
him on the subject, which throws but little light on the part Napoleon had 
actoally taken in what he nevertheless appears to have considered an insult 
to the Admiral. 

Sir Hudson's interview was not b very satisfactory one to himself, nor 
was it calculated to produce favourable impressions in the mind of 
Napoleon, who, how much soever his fortunes had fallen, or however pre- 
judiced his opinions might be as to the respect which should be shown 
him, could not or would not divest himself of the idea that he who hod 
been an Emperor, and such on Emperor, was still to be treated as holding 
that exalted position. The conversation during the interview appears, 
from the account given of it by Sir Hudson Lowe, to have been on general 
topics most carefully removed from the subject which at the moment 
occupied the minds of both ; and it is extremely probable that a little 
relaxation of reserve on the one side, or a little more suavity on the other, 
might have paved the way for a better feeling than that which was from 
that day implanted in the mind of each one towards the other. It is true 
that Sir Hudson Lowe states in a memorandum respecting this interview, 
that " the result of it was in no degree unsatisfactory, or Uie cause of any 
miaunderstandiog with Bonaparte ;" but besides the probability, amount- 
ing almost to a certainty, that "the efiect of first impressions " might 
safely be applied to the first interview between two such men as Napoleon 
and Sir Hudson, situated as they were with respect to each other, several 
circumstances might be referred to in subsequent occurrences to show that 
the first interview, although it lasted for only about fifteen minutes, 
ihfiuenced the mind of at least one of the two parties. A few dayp after- 
wards a oircumstance occurred not at all likely to remove any uuf avonr- 



■ble impramoos %hicli migbt have been crested in the miod of Napoleon 
or of hiB compEiDiona. Tnis was the receipt of a docnment from the 
Ckivemor, a translation, it Beemed, of inBtractioaa which hod been aent to 
him from England, to the effect that those membeiB of the suite and 
domBBtio efltablishment of Napoleon Bonaparte who wished to return to 
Bnrope might do so, bat that those who preferred remaining at Saint 
Helena must aign a declaration, to be deposited with the Governor, that 
the; were willing to be placed under the same reatrictiouB which it might 
be considered noceesarf to adopt towards Napoleon Bonaparte personaUy. 

The principal grievance to Napoleon in this document was probably the 
deeignation "Napoleon Bonaparte" applied in it to him, and as it appeared, 
itudiedly a second time. If he considered the question at all, he must 
hare foreseen the difScoltiee it would create to style him Emperor, as the 
recognition of his ol^m to that title would have necesBarily involved 
very Berions considerations aa to his safe custody, and the manner ia 
which to treat him in all the relatiouB of such a novel phase of life for 
a crowned head. On that point, however, it seems he was very pod- 
tive, and frequently complained of his degradation, aa he is sad to have 
termed it, as an act of tyranny. The ofhcers of his snite were annoyed 
at the tenor of the document they were requested to si^, no donbt in 
confonnity with Napoleon's ideas, and with the document itaelf, as being 
something such as they hod not been accostomed to, and implying a 
doubt of their devotedness to their chief, — no small matter to men of high 
and honourable feelings, and possessed of keenly sensitiTe minds, occu- 
pied by one object to the exclusion of nearly all others. A modified 
assent was given to the request conveyed in the Grovemor's message, by a 
paper being drawn up in which the parties who signed it declared their 
intention of continuing " in the service of his Majesty the Emperor 
Napoleon, however frigbtfnl remaining in Saint Helena might be, and of 
submitting to whatever unjnst and arbitrary restrictions bad been placed 
over his Majesty, and the persons in his service." This paper was alti- 
mately si^ed by nearly the whole of the officers and servants, and trans- 
mitted to the Governor — but by Count Montholon only after some beeita- 
tion ; and he as well as Count Los Cases, Count Bertrand, and Banm 
Gourgaud, subsequently wrote special declarations to'a similar effect, and 
forwarded them to the Governor, who accepted them in their modified 
form, but reported the circumstance to England. Shortly after this 
occurrence the Governor received a message from the orderly officer, who 
had had directions to assure himself by personal observation, twice each 
day, of the actual presence of Napoleon, that he had not succeeded on 
the previous day (29th April) in seeing General Bonaparte, and Sir Hudson 
Lowe rode over to Longwood to make inquiriee on the spot. He found, 
on arriving there, that Napoleon had been unwell on the previons day, and 
that he was still suffering, but on being informed that Sir Hndson WM 
there, he consented to see him. 

The Governor was then conducted by Count Montholon into the bed- 
room of Napoleon, whom he found evidently in pain and much disturbed. 
He conversed on several subjects, and commented on his treatment by 
the allies, and particularly by England, accusing the Gkivemment of 
(iiuelty. He then introduced the subject of LoDgwood u a place of 
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reaidmce, and complained of the iDsafficiency of the space appropriated for 
liu exercise ; expressed much dissatisfaction with the ordere and regola- 
tions eetablished bj the Qovemor respecting his being accompanied by 
an officer, and introduced other matters which had irritated and vexed 
him. Still his manner does not appear to hare been so abrupt on this as 
on snbseqnent occasions, but he waa like one feeling his way, trying to 
make himself sure of the probable efiect of such a line of condnct u 
would be most in accordance with his own thoughts. 

Some onpleBaBiit correspondence took place, soon after this interview, 
between the Qovemor ana Count Bertrand, on restrictions which had in 
the first place been imposed by the AdmiraJ, Sir Qeorge Cockbom, 
and subsequently revived ; for there had been some little relaxation, 
either pmpoaely as an experiment, or by accident, by Sir Hudson 
Lowe, on ttiree special subjects, and the result o£ the discussion was tiie 
establishment of those points as follows : — 

1. That General Bonaparte should indicate twice daily to the officer 
appointed for the purpose his actnal presence at the bouse, either by 
peiBOnal interview or other certain means. 

2. All communication between the members of Napoleon's honsehold 
and the merchants, shopkeepers, and tradesmen of Jamestown was 
prohibited, except through the medium of a third person, appointed or 
approved of by the Qovemor ; and 

3. That no person should be permitted to an interview with Napoleon, 
except by previous permission from Uie Governor. 

On the 11th of May the Governor issued a proclamation, warning the 
inhabitants that no person was to take to, or receive from, anj member 
whomsoever of Napoleon's suite or servants, any letter or wntt«n oom- 
mnnication of any sort, as all correspondence with Napoleon or his 
household must pass through his, the Qovemor's, hands. At this tine 
Count Bertrand occupied the house at Hutt's Gate, before mentioned, and 
several officers of the 53rd Regiment, stationed at Deadwood, were in the 
habit of visiting the Count and Counteaa at their residence ; bnt their visits 
gradually ceased, owing as it was said to the annoyance they felt at their, 
names being inclnded in the report sent to the Qovemor daily by the 
officer in command at that post, end at the apparent expectation that they 
should repeat to the Governor, or to Sir Thomas Beade, the suHects of 
converaation held during those visits. About the same time the Conntess 
of Hoira, wife of the Governor- General of India, arrived at Saint Helena 
on her passage to England, and remained for a few days at Plantation 
Honse. The Governor, anxious to gratify her wish t« see Napoleon, sent 
a polite note to Count Bertrand, requesting the honour of Qeneral Bona- 
parte'e going to Plantation to dinner, for the purpose of meeting tbe 
Countess : to this invitation Napoleon vouchsafed no reply. Hattera 
of more or lees importance, some of them trifling indeed, now became 
almost daily occurrences tending to widen the breach between the two chief 
actors in this most fatiguing and painful drama, and it can hardly be a 
matter of surprise that so shortly afterwards as the middle of August, an 
open rapture between the Governor and Napoleon put an end to any. 
hopes or wishes either might up to that time have entertained, ot 
the possibility of any mutual understanding being establi^ied, by whidi 
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the reeponsibilit; of the one, and the restridJonB conaidered necesaary for 
the other, might be harmonized, so u to alleviate both or either c^ them. 

Prior to that, however, Napoleoii might be said to hare been fairlj 
lodged at Longwood, with each precautious for his safe cuatodv in force, 
as had been judged auitable ana necessary l^ two persona of nigh rank, 
who cannot be Buspected of personal hatred to one whom thej hod never 
•een, nor with whom they had ever held personal interconrae, before the 
erents which placed him in their charge as something to be carefullT 
and jealooBiy })reaeiTed and guarded. Personal feeling of anj kind, 
eertamly anything approaching to a desire to render bis painful posi- 
tion more galling, can only be attributed to either of them by a. pre- 
judiced mind ; incompatibiuty of temper may have been an obstacle to 
the constant aniiety of the guardian being for a moment relieved, and 
to the privileges of the captive being increased, but whatever may havo 
been the opportunities afforded for any improvement in their pceition 
towards each other, none took place. 

The limits within which Napoleon was permitted to walk or ride alone, 
or accompanied by his staS, comprised an area of about twelve miles in 
drcumf erence, on the neart»t approach to level ground in the island, and 
included the Longwood and Deadwood estates. On the latter was situated 
the camp of the 53rd Begiment, and beyond that limit he was to bo 
accompanied by an officer, and Bentinela at the vaiious oa^iOBtB were so 
stationed that he was under the observation of one or more of them, 
while the signal- keepers at the different telegraph stations were in con- 
stant communication with each other and with head-quarteiB, as to hia 
movements when he had psMed the line of Bcntriea wbo guarded tha 
limit or boundary. The ofBcer who attended him on these occasions was 
directed to keep at a certain distance from him, so as not to annoy him 
by Iteming to watch any expression either of voice or countenance, bat 
not to lose sight of him, or be out of hearing if he called to him, An 
officer's guard was posted at the entrance to Longwood, and one at Hutt's 
Gate, near the residence of Count Bertrand. In the evening, the sentries 
on ue limit or boondary were broaght nearer to the house, and placed 
BO near each other that no person could pass them, either to or 
from the house, without being seen ; and alter 9 o'clock, Napoleon 
waa not allowed to leave the house unless accompanied by a field- 
offloor. 

His household consisted at this time of Connt and Countess Hon- 
tholon and two children, General Gonrgand, Count Las Csses, and his 
son, all of whom, with some fifteen or sixteen servaats, were inmates 
of the bouse. Captain Poppletou, the officer in command of the guard, 
Doctotf O'Meara, and three seryanta, were lodged in tents, and some twenty 
out-door servants, gardeners, ^^ooms, &c^ were stationed in sroaJl 
outbuildings in the immediate vicinity of the boasc. Comit Bertrand, 
with the Count«s8, three children, and servants, occupied the hooae at 
Hutt's Gate. The expense of maintaining this establiahment was esti- 
mated at first at £8,001) per annum, but that sum being fonnd inanfficient, 
ft further expenditure of £4,000 was sanctioned ; ^et some months after 
the increased amount had been adopted, complamts were made c£ its 
insufficiency, and a quantity of plite belonging to Napoleon ma brokea 
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vp, and with some oatentatioa sent for sale, to defray, as was ssid, the 
expeoaefi of providing food which &e inmates of Longwood had been 
compelled to purchase. With an allowance of £12,000 per anaum, ■ 
very large family should, even in Saint Helena, be free from danger of 
starvatioQ. 



CHAPTER VL 



The Government having, at an early period after Napoleon's being sent 
to Saint Helena, decided on provimng for him a more commodious 
residence than the house at Longwood, and the island not possessing the 
materials or mechanical skill necessary for the construction of such a 
building, it was decided that the greater portion of it, to consist of wood, 
should be prepared in England and sent out to the island ; and the 
necessary framework, or the greater portion of it, together with a largo 
quantity of furniture, arrived in May, 1816. Sir Hudson Lowe waited 
on Napoleon for the purpose of informing him of the arrival of ikeao 
articles, and of sscertainrng his wishes with regard to the manner in 
which they should be appropriated, as the materi^ for the building had 
been so prepared in England as to admit of their being erected to form 
one distmct and commodious hoose ; or they might be applied to form 
additions to the house then in use, with the view of increasing the 
accommodation for the household in a shorter time than by adopting tlte 
first proposal. The interview was of a most unpleasant kind^ and Sir 
Hudson left the room without having obtained the information he had 
gone for, and without having been flowed to present to Napoleon an 
officer whom he had taken with him for the purpose — Major-Ueneral 
Wynyard. The erection of the new residence was therefore indefinitely 
postponed, and that interview was the last which took place between tiie 
Governor and Napoleon. 

The house was afterwards erected as a separate and distinct establish!- 
ment from that occupied by N^oleon, and being constructed with due 
regard to the comfort and requirements of a large family accustomed to 
the luiuries and refinements of rank and fortune, may be fairly said to 
have been suited to the purpose intended. The completion of the 
building, however, occupied a considerable length of time, and even had 
it been sooner completed, it is doubtful whether Napoleon would have 
occupied it He did not in reality wish for anv external or open 
iaprovement in his position short of absolute freedom to go where ho 
pleased in the island, and at such times and in such a manner as he 
might choose. It was more in accordance with the gloomy disposition 
in which he sometimes indulged, and towards which he was unfortunately 
drawn by the tone of some of his companions, to consider himself a 
auityr, and in letting it be seen that he was so, to take care that aono 
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of the toitores of his martjTdom 'should be evaded through any 
complidty with bis tormentoro. A circnoiBUiice connected with the 
ikew Doil^og occoired which evinced how determbed Napoleon woa to 
cbtU at even imaginary grievances. A .large space of ground, intended 
for a flower garden, or an ornamental addition to the premises, was 
marked ont in front of the new bouse, and, in accordance with nmversal 
custom, was enclosed, in order to septuate it from the open plain ; but 
Napoleon no sooner saw the iron fencing which was being put ap for 
this purpose, than he declared it was intended as an additional meane of 
secnring his person, and another infringement of the already too limited 
privileges he posseased. The Governor ordered the fencing to bs 
removed ; but before this could be done, the state of Napoleon s health 
had become impaired, and the obnoiious railing is still in eiistenoe, — its 
oonstraction, and appearance generally, dispellmg in a moment the idea 
of any other purpose than that of separating the garden from the open 
field, and forming the enclosure of tbe premises on that side. 

In addition to the annoyances to which Napoleon was subjected, 
inseparable from the position in which he was placed, and to those 
which he thought or profsssed to believe aggravations of his unfortunate 
condition, his little court now began to contribute their share by getting 
np domestic squabbles, and, when new causes of coolness were not 
immediately available, falling back on those of former times. It was, 
however, leas a matter of surprise than of regret that a few persons, 
compelled to live together, and secluded from the rest of the world, 
should a£t«r a time become irritable and easily dissatisfied. The Qenerals 
Montholon and Bertrand had at some former period differed on certain 
matters, and their devotion and love for their master did not lead to any 
amicable personal intercourse between themselves. The coolness between 
the Generals extended to their families, and, beyond a mere formal call^ 
the Countesses Bertrand and Montholon seldom met each other more 
Q^n than two or three times in a year. General Gourgaud was also 
embroiled with Montholon, and at length became so uncomfortable, that 
in 1818 he requested permission to retire from the suite of Napoleon, and 
returned to Europe. 

This last step was probably owing to some misunderstanding between 
Napoleon and the General, or rather to a want of that diplomacy on the 
part of Goui^ud which Montholon is said to have possessed in an 
eminent degree. Gfourgaud is believed to have held a more liberal opinion 
as to the policy of the English Government in dettuuing Napoleon at Saint 
Helena, and also of the proceedings adopted by the Governor in order to 
carry out the instructions given him for effectually secnring the object of 
that policy. 

Unfortunately for himself, Gourgand did not or could not prevent soma 
suspicion arising among his amfrere* of such being the case : he must 
have been a most consummate hypocrite to have done so in a small society Al 
which such b subject was sure to be most jealously watched. It is stat*! 
that Gourgaud became so disgusted with the manner of General Mon- 
tholon towards himself in consequence, that he wrote a challenge to bin : 
but the dispute, which had jireviously been made known to Napoleon, kaa 
by that time become so senons that be interfei«d between tbe parties, utd 
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enforced an obedienoe to the fonoB of order and tnoquillity. Some 
argument occurred between Napoleon and Gourgnud shortly aftOTwards on 
the subject of one of the Emperor'B cam^giia, in the conrse of which 
the Qeneral was candid enough to ezpresB his aisapprobation of the coarse 
taken by the Emperor in pretty plain terms. This rather annoyed 
Napoleon, and for Bome twoor three weeks he neither aaw nor commnnicated 
with General Qonrgand, who soon afterwards left the island. Towards 
the close of the year 1817, NapoIoon'B health began to suffer from the 
confined mode of life be had followed for some time. He had absolutely 
nfusad to take the amount of ezercLse nece«aary for maintaining his 
Jigaal robust health, and he had declared bis intention of confining himself 
to his own apartments, rather than walk or ride out under the surveillance 
of an English officer; and this determinatioa could only partially, and 
then with difficulty, be overruled. His life became monotonous and 
irkBome, and but for the little excitements attendant upon preserving the 
appearances of good feeling among his now somewhat divided f olloweis, 
and maintaining the observances of courtly ceremony and formality from 
his household generally toward himself, he would in all probability havs 
sunk into melancholy and apathy. 

He did not, however, pass his time in idleness, even when dependent on 
himself for employment. Immediately after rising — which was at no 
regular hour, as he retired to rest at ten or half-past, and nsaal^ arose on 
finding himBelf refreebed with sleep, without regard to the hour — he would 
TMSS on hour or perhaps more in dictating, for Oeneral Montholon, or some- 
times some other of Sis attendant Generals, certain portionB of his former 
career. If the weather permitted, he would walk outside the hou^ for a 
short time. About ten o'clock be breakfasted — sometimes alone, some- 
times with one or more members of his snite. Beading or dictating 
occupied some houra, and with little deviation or rehef bora the usual 
daily routine, the hoar of eight in the evening arrived, and he met at 
dinner such of the members of hie snite, male and female, as had been 
notified to attend. The evening usually passed pleasantly ; some one was 
requested to read aloud ; then some games of chees or cards followed; 
conversation, the topic being chosen by himself, became general and 
unrestrained, and about the usual hour he retired to his bedroom. Some- 
times, when not disposed for falling to sleep immediately, his favoQrit« 
valet, Marchand, read to him until be dropped ofi to sleep. He was very 
particular in the observance, by himself and all about him, of strict 
attention to the minutix of the toilette, and in his person and clothing 
scrupulously clean and particular. His dress consisted in the morning (j 
a white or light-coloured dressing gown and loose trousers, and after 
breakfast of a green uniform coat, very plainly made, white breeches, 
silk stockings, and light thin shoes, the riboon and cross of the legion oi 
honour, his hat invariably the rather odd-looking triangular shape, worn 
across the head. 

The removal of Count Las Cases and his son from Longwood, in 
consequence of the Governor having discovered that Las Cases bad sent 
some letters by a private conveyance to Europe, and the deportation of 
the Count to the Cape of Good Hope, did not appear to call forth the 
ezpreeBioiu of disapproval of the measure which might have been 
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expected from the fDmatea of Lonj^ood, althoiigh the loss mtut haver 
been felt by Napoleon. Possibly the fact of the Count being a civilian 
may have influenced the merabera of Napoleon's suite, who were all with 
t^at ezceptjon military men ; and even with Napoleon himself there can 
be little doubt that a valuable and attached follower would be still more 
highly valued if, in addition to his capabilities with the pen, he also 
poss^sed those for the sword. Las Cases left Saint Helena on the 30tk 
of December, 1816, in the Griffon sloop of war. From the beginning of 
the year 1818, or, in fact, from the month of November previous, ^en 
he first complained of the symptoms of disease, Napoleon's health 
declined, graaually and slowly but surely, and it is difficult to avoid tha 
thought that his obstinate refusal to take proper exercise, though so 
urgently persoaded by his medical attendant to do so, may have led to 
the firm seating of the disease which, by a due regard to the advice of his 
physician, might have been prevented or certainly retarded. In Juiy, 
1818, a letter was written by tne Governor to Dr. O'MeBra, informing him 
that, in accordance with instructions which had been received from 
England, his duties as physician to Na^leon were immediately to cease, 
and directing him to leave Longwopd immediately, and hold himself in 
readiness to return to England. O'Meara at first determined to disobey 
the order, diapnting the vriidit^ of the authority ; but shortly afterwards, 
seeing the nselessnegs of opposition, he had bis baggage and ^ecta packed 
up, while he himself had an interview with Napoleon, and imm^ately 
afterwards took his departure from Longwood. That interview was in 
open violation of the orders bo had received— "to leave Longwood 
without holding any further commnnication whatever with its inmates ;" 
but this O'Meara represents as having been to him impossible, That he 
could leave Napoleon, in tlie precarious state of his healtli at the time, 
without giving him inHtmctions or advice respecting remedies, diet, &c„ 
was not to be thought of, and the onl^ alternative was disobedience of 
orden. Dr. O'Meara was provided with a passage to England in the 
sloop of war Griffon, and left Saint Helena on the 2nd of Angust, 1818. A 
snrgeon attached to the artiUery force stationed at Saint Helena, 
Dr. Verling, was appointed to attend on Napoleon, and proceeded to 
Longwood for that purpose ; but Napoleon declined to see him. He 
remained, however, as an inmate of the establishment. 

In January, 1819, Napoleon's state of health assumed more unfavour- 
able symptoms ; an attack of vertigo was so serious that Mr. Stokoe^ 
surgeon of the Conqueror, then at anchor in the roads, was sent for to see 
and*^ prescribe for him, as he persisted in his refusal to allow Dr. Verling 
to visit him. Count Montholon made an application to the Qovemor to 
be allowed to retain Mr. Stokoe for some days at Longwood, and a pro- 
position was also made from the same qnarter for Mr. Stokoe to be per< 
manently appointed physician to Napoleon, but Admiral Plampin saw 
objections to the prop[»a], and Mr. Stokoe shortly afterwards went to 
England. In Julv, 1819, the Countcas Montholon left Saint Helena on 
account of ill-health, to return to Europe : the fact of her deparUire very 
much affected Napoleon, who was much attached to her. In order to 
obviate the difficulties which might arise in the event of sudden attacks td 
illness, and with reference to Napoleon's coutiniked del«rmiii&tioii not to 
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consult Dr. Verling, tbe principal medical officer, Dr. Arnott, wu ordered 
to hold hinuelf ia leadinesB to attend on Napoleon immediately on any 
call for hie services ; but some liule difficult uosa from Dr. Amott 
declining to sign or consent to ceitsin conditions Bnbmitted to him by 
Count Bertrand. An application having been made by Cardinal Fesch, 
Napoleon's ancle, to the Pope praying that a priest might be sent out to 
Napoleon, was complied with to a fuller extent than hsa been asked, and 
two clergymen were appointed by the Pope to proceed to Saint Helena, to be 
attached to the household of Napoleon — one was the Abb^ Bonavito, who 
had formerly been confessor to Napoleon's mother, and the other was an 
■bb€ named Vignali. The same vessel also brought out a Burgeon selected 
by Cardinal Peach to attend on Napoleon— Professor Antommarchi. They 
arrived at Samt Helena on the 20th of September, 1619. Some other personi 
destined for subordinate offices in the household were also sent out in the 
some vessel. Shortly after tbe arrival of the newly appointed medical 
attendant, Dr. Verling, who had reBided at Longwood for somewhat over 
a year, without, bowever, having had a single interview with its principal 
oocupant, left the island. A great change in Napoleon's habits now took 
place ; instead of confining hunself entirely to his own apartments, or to 
the interior of the house, he began to amuse himself by working in the 
garden, not merely superintending the operation as it might be done by 
the gardeners attached to the establishment, but vigorously using pickaxe 
and spade himself, and enconraging by his example the members of his 
suite to assist in forming flower-beds in one part, vegetable-beds in 
another, in a third an embankment t« screen some favourite spot, or an 
excavation to conduct the water for irrigating some spot more dir than 
was expedient An old man who lately died in Jameetown, and from 
whose reeolleotions of Napoleon at Longwood a volume might be written, 
nsed to relate very humorously the difficulties of the smartly dressed 
morshaU, who sallied forth from the house on the garden visits, one on 
each side of their angnst chief, each carrying his cocked hat under one 
arm, when, on arriving at the destined spot, Napoleon calmly handed a 
pickaxe to one, a shovel to a second, and intimated by a wave of his hand 
the position of the proposed embankment. Tbe mling passion, however, 
had not entirely given way to or been lost in this temporary /utot for 
gardening — Cinciimatus had not quite completed tbe ploughshare at tha 
cost of hiB Bword — and the little garden mounds soon became modek of 
parapets and breastworks, on both sides of which he illustrated, in a small 
way, to his attendants the theory of attack and defence, — to-day designing 
and conatmcting, with deep Uiongbt and fixed attention, a means of 
defence which should puzzle an invadine force most awfully, and to- 
morrow, with a cheerful countenance ana unwonted gaiety of manner, 
showing how he would demoliBh it in a few minutes. These and other 
similar sallies, which took rather by sniprise those who had known 
Napoleon in his sterner moods, must have speared to some, who could 
look on as impartial observers, as the fitful flashing of the lamp which has 
nearlv consumed its oil ; and between this time and his last and fatal 
attack, mnch of the fixedness and determination of titie former Emperor 
subsided, giving way to vacillation and irresolution, which at times moat 
have bera re:; ttying to his companiona and Kttatdanta. 
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In Apri], 1821, bia diaeaae had assnmed Blarming aymptonis, and Dr. 
Arnott, who had been admitted hj Napoleon to a cousnltatioii with Dr. 
Antommarchi in hia own apartment, wrote to the Qovemor his opinion o£ 
the critical state of the illuBtriona invalid. On the 5th of May, after & 
severe straggle, which had lasted for several days, and in the eourae of 
which the nnctnationa of the disease were such as on several occasions to 
nuse liopea of hie rallying from the attack. Napoleon breathed his IbbL 

On the previous day, a storm qf wind and rain had set in, which 
increased in violence on the 5th ; many trees iieia blown down — a most 
unusual occnrrence in Saint Helena — and it is probable the dying man's 
ItBt moments were inflaeuced by the noise of the storm, which snggeated 
to his fading mind the strife of battle : his last words were " tele ^armie." 
A post mortem examination was made on the 6th, which revealed the 
cause of his death, and of the protracted suffering he had endured ; the 
Btomach was almost entirely ulcerated. On the 8th, the mortal remains, 
of Napoleon were carried to the valley in which he had been accustomed 
to sit and read near a small spring which he had himself discovered in 
one of his walks, and from which the water for his personal use at table 
was daily carried up by some of the servants. A grave was prepared, and 
with the usual military honours paid to officers of high rank, the coffin was 
deposited therein, and its inviolability secured by large blocks of stond 
cramped and joined togetiier by bars of iron ran with lead. On the 12th 
of Uay, the will of Napoleon was opened, in the presence of the Qovemor. 
and Coontfl Bertrand and Hontholon ;' Sir Thomas Reade and Major 
Qorreqner were also present. All the papers, consisting of correspondence, 
notes written and dictated by himselt, memoranda, and miscellaneooa 
documents, were examined at the same time. By his will Napoleon dis- 
posed of large sums of money to his officers and favourite servants and 
attendants ; the amount of these legacies was about six millions of francs, 
or £240,000 of English money. 

In addition to these bequests, he also left directions, written with his 
own hand, and sealed, respecting the disposal of bis private domun, which 
be estimated at two hmidred millions of francs. A large quantity of 
jewels, plate, arms, and other property, which remained at Longwood at 
the penod of his death, he left to Counts Montholon and Bertrand, and 
bis prinoipal volet Marchand. On the 27th of Hay, 1821, the Count and 
Conntess Bertrand, Count Montholon, Dr. Antommarchi and the Abbd 
Tignali, together with the servants and domestic establishment of the late 
bonaehold, left Saint Helena in the store-vessel Cam«l, and the exile of 
Napoleon became an event of the past. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 



Thib interestiDg event took place in the year 1840. The French Govern- 
ment htLTine applied to Greet Britain for its sanction to the mortal 
remains of the late Emperor being removed, with the view of their being 
deposited in the " H&tel dea luvalideB," the request was immediately 
complied with, and on the 8th of Jnlj, 1840, an intimation to that effect 
was received by the Gkivemor, Major-Qenersl Middlemore : every facility 
which the island would afford for oondacting the proceedings in a becom- 
ing manner was to be placed at the command of the officer selected by the 
French Government t^ superintend the important service. The Prince 
de Joinville, third son of Louis Philippe, King of the French, was the 
officer on whom this distingnished duty was cnnfeired, and on the 8th of 
October, 1840, the French frigate Belle Poalt, commanded by his Soysl 
Highness, and accompanied by the corvette Faeorile, Captain Gnyet, 
arrived at Saint Helena. 

Several ships had been signalled dnring the week or two preceding 
the arrival of the Belle PouU, as being probably the expectea vessels, 
and among them were some French men-of-war, on board of one of 
which some of the authorities of the place proceeded, under the impres- 
sion that it must be the one so intently and earnestly expected, to pay 
their reepecte to his Royal Highness, but the vessel proved to be the &r- 
tuiHne, Captain DcfifoHseg. TCbe Oreate, Captain Doret, sIbo arrived on 
the day previous to that on which the Belle Poale anchored, the captain 
having been despatched by Admiral de Maokau, from Qoree, with letters 
for his Royal Highness. 

Shortly before the frigate came to anchor, Captain Alexander, Com- 
manding Boj^al Engineer, Town Major Barnes, and Captun Middlemore, 
A.D.C. to his Excellency the Governor, accompanied by S. Solomon, 
Esq., French Consular Agent, H. Janisch, Esq., and some officers of the 
British brig of war Dolphin, went on board, and were very politely 
received by his Royal Highness. The customary salutes were exchanged 
between the men-of-war and the batteries on shore, and on the following 
day his Royal Highness, accompanied by General Bertrand, GeneriU 
Oouxgaud, Count Chsbot, Baron Laa Cases, M. Arthur Bertrand, and 
several ofSoers of the vessels of war, landed at the steps, where he was 
received by Colonel Trelawney, the senior officer of the garrieon, pepra- 
senting his Excellency the Governor, who was prevented by severe indis- 
position from attending personally. 

Colonel Trelawney was attended by the military and civil officers of the 
station ; and a guard of honour, consisting of 100 men of the 91st Reeip 
ment, under the command of Captain Blackwell, was on the spot fiH the 
reception of his Royal Highness. 
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After a short stay at the oastle, the Prince and his aaite, accompanied 
by the principal militat; officera □£ ttte garriflon, proceeded to Plantation, 
aod 1^ BofM Higlinesa having been admitted to a short interview with 
hia Excellency the Qovemor, the patty proceeded to (he tomb. The 
Bcene most have been a solemn and most touching one. Bertrand and 
Oourgaud were much affected ; bo also was Marchand, who had arrived, it 
should have been mentioned, in the Favoritt, to vritneea the removal of 
the repaiss of his former master and friend. The Prince, accompanied 
by the French and English officers, then went on to Longwooa, and 
Uie emotions of the veteran follonera of Napoleon may be imagined, 
when they beheld the spot endeared to them by associations which 
imparted to it in their estimation a character approaching to something 
aacred. 

The buildings, or the greater portion, were still there, but in a veiy 
dilapidated condition ; the rooms in which their illustrioos master had 
passed nearly five years of his life were now shedit for farming imple- 
ments, and the apartment in which he breathed his laxt a mill for threshing 
or winnowing grain ; cattle sheds and piggeries made up the remainder of 
the farming establishment into which Longwood had been converted. 

During the neit day or two, the preparations which had been com- 
menced for the disinterment and removal of the body were completed ; 
they consisted chiefly in the constmotioa of a very strong hearse, for tlie 
conveyance of the heavy coffins, and in preparing and transportiug to the 
tomb the necessary tools and apparatus for raising the immense stone 
slalM which had been placed in Uie grave at the time of its construction. 
The hearse was suitabt; decorated with the best materials to be bad in the 
island, consisting of black satin, line black cloth, and crape. On Monday, 
the 12th, the sarcophagus, which had been prepared in France, was landed 
from the frigate. It consisted of a beautifully made cofGn of highly 
polished ehouy, with " Napoleon " in massy gold letters on tlie cover ; 
inside of it was a lead coffin, half an inch in thickness, aod the whole was 
placed in an outer caae of oak, strongly eecured by heavy iron ban and 
fastenings. 

At half an hour after midnif^t on the 14th and Ifith of October, the 
day on which, twenty-five years before. Napoleon arrived at Saint Helena, 
the operations necessary for his disinterment were commenced: the weather 
vas very unfavourable j the lain falling in torrents rendered the work of 
excavating and removing the materials with which the grave had been 
filled and enclosed very difficult and laborious. 

At a little after nine o'clock, the heavy stone slab which had been 
placed over the coffin was raised, and shortly afterwards the coffio itself 
was lifted and carefully conveyed to a tent prepared for its reception, 
where it was opened, and the body of Napoleon, little changed in appear- 
ance, was eagerly gazed on by those who, twenty years before, prepared, 
as they then thought, his last resting-pkoe. The body having been fully 
identihed, the coffins were again closed, and deposited within the magnificent 
sarcophagus which had been brought out for the parpose, the key of which 
was tben formally handed over by Captain Alexander to Count Chabot, 
.after locking the cover. The procession then started from the tomb, the 
guuB in town and on board the frigate firing at intervals of a minute until 
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the anivol of the hearse in the town. Tha whole of the garrieoQ, iocloding 
the local inilitia, were under arms id the processioD, tad ever; poasiblo 
mark of respect which could be shown hy the inhabitanta, as well as the 
Oovemment and military authorities, was evinced on the occasion. HJa 
EioellenBy the Governor, who had partly recovered from hia late illness, 
then completed the British Oovemment's part of the proceedings of the 
day, by formally delivering to his Royal Highness the Prinoo de Joinville 
the remains of the late Emperor. 

The sarcophagus was lowered into a barge and conveyed on board the 
frigate, where it was placed on the deck, under a canopy, and remained . 
there until the following day. 

On the morning of the 16th the sarcophagus was lowered from the 
upper to the gun deck of the frigate, 'and deposited in the chapel, which haxi 
been fitted up for its reception prior to the Belle PouU leaving France, 
This chapel was a apace partitioned aS from the deck, and appropriately 
fitted up for the purpose for which it was intended. The intenor dimen- 
fiiooB were about ten feet in length, eight in width, and six in height ; the 
sides and roof were hung with black velvet, richly studded with silver stars, 
which not onlj^ imparted a still and solemn gorgeousnees to the character 
of the decorations, but added to the effect of the candelabra by which the 
chapel was lighted, by the continoally changing reflection of those lights, 
caused by the motion of the vessel. Theceremon}[of high moss was ver^ 
impressively performed by the AbbS Coqnereau in the presence of hiB 
Boyal Highn^ the officers of the French vessels of war then at anchor 
in the roads, the French consular agent, and some other pntlemen, and 
during the rerawnder of the day the Belle Pinilt was crowded with 
visitors, who were most courteously end hospitably received by theofficers 
of the ship, and at this day the affability of his Royal Highness the 
Prince is spoken of by many residents of Saint Helena who experienced it 
on that occasion. 

Before leaving Saint Helena his Royal Highness gave some very hand- 
Boroe and appropriate presents to the officers who had amisted in the pro- 
ceedings connected with his mission to the island, and also gave a 
considerable sum of money to be divided amongst the workmen who had 
been employed, and another for certain charitable societies existing in the 
island. On the 18th of October the Belle Poalt and her consort, the 
Favorite, got under weigh and left the island for France. The OretU 
made sail at the same time for her station on the coast of Sonth America. 
A very handsome flag, composed of silk and crape, had been made by 
some ladies o fthe island, and was hoisted on board the barge which con- 
veyed the remains of the Emperor on hoard the Belle Foule; it was also 
hoisted at the mast-head of the frigate, and waved there daily during the 
voyage to France. 

In concluding this narrative of the events connected with the removal of 
the remuns of the illustrious exile, this flag may be again referred to. In 
a late review of a work by Guizot, entitled " Memoirs of a Minister of 
State," the reviewer says,' "The transference of the corpse from the 
Selle Poule to the Normandie, in the presence of the military and naval 
forces of Cherbourg ; the departure of the Nonaimdie for Havre with the 
French flag floating from the mainmast, — a flag embroidered by the 
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English ladies of Saint HeleiUi, and presented bv them to tlie Prince de 
Joinville, who promiBed that it should wave over uie coffin until Paris was 
reachedy— and the passage np the Seine, between banks crowded with a 
population eager to iritneas the funeral pioceeaion, are sucoessively put 
bdore the mder vrith admirable art." 



CHAPTER Vni. 



It has been stated in the narrative of the exhamation of Napoleon that 
the French officers, on arriving at Longwood, beheld the apartnienta 
which had been the residence of their angBst master used as gruiaries 
and farm-buii dings, and they no doubt considered such a coDversion as 
little short of desecration or sacrilege. The fault, however, if any 
existed, attached itself to no individaal ; it was simply the reetitt cn 
circumstances. Longwood estate had been leased to a company, who 
took it as a commercial speculation, and in matters of butineet (a word 
not easily defined), romance, or other finer feelings of hmnan nature or 
human culture find no abiding'place ; and it is more than probable that 
not only the honse in which Napoleon iived and died, but the Temple of 
King Bolomon himself, if it now existed, would be converted into a bam 
or a piggery, if no more remnnerative pmpoee to which its speculative 
proprietors conld apply it were apparent. The bnildings were in bad 
condition for Wfl*t of the constant repairs necessary to preserve them. 
The roofs admitted rain in many parts ; the doors and windows were 
loose and off their hinges ; the glass broken in every direction ; the floon 
fast yielding to the destroying agenries of storm, wind, and rain, and 
the accumulation of dirt and filth iram the purposes to which the buildings 
had been applied. The interior decorations, the paper on the walls, tn« 
paint and fitments generally, had rotted away, and it was evident that in 
a few short years the former residence of Napoleon would share the fat« 
of many nobler structures. 

Still in its sinking state it was visited, and worshipped as a holy shrina 
would be, by numbers of French and other passengers calling at the 
island ; and the walls were almost covered with the names and initials 
of hundreds of visitors, some of whom had recorded their ideas and 
opinions under the infiuence, it would almost appear, in some instances, 
of a very potent spirit (of enthusiasm, no doubt), and in terms the 
reverse of complimentary to all concerned in the then degraded conSition 
of the premises. 

It is to be remembered that at the period of Napoleon's arrival in 
Saint Helena the island was under the control of the then mighty East 
India Company, and the detention of Napoleon in Saint Helenn became 
the subject of an agreement between the British Oovemment and the 
Company, in virtue of which Longwood and other ^perties became for 
a tim« the leasehold property of the Imperial Oovemment At the 
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departure of Sir Hudson Lowe in 1S21, ehortlj after the death of 
Napoleon, the Company reamned their rights in respect to thoea 
properties, ejid gave a lease of them for farming purposes, as has been 
stated. 

In 1836 Mapr-Oeneral Middlemore arrived in Saint Helena (the East 
India Company's title to its control having expired some three years 
before), and took formal possession of the island in the name of bis 
MsieBty King William the Foorth, and assumed immediately the functions 
of QoTemor of the island. 

Lou^ood does not appear to have attracted much notice from any but 
the visitors who landed tor a few honra from ships touching at the island, • 
nntil the year 1858, when the negotiations between the French and 
British Governments, witi respect to the cession of the spot on 
which the tomb is sitnated, and the Old House of Longwood, with a 
small portion of ground attached to it, ended in the two localities becoming 
French property, and being enrolled among the domama of Napoleon 
the Third. The immediate renovation of the 0]d House — the New 
House and ^ound on which it was built not bein^ included in the 
transfer — to its pristine state, and the dne preservation of the tomb, 
became now the subject of a special vote bv the Legislative Body and 
Senate of France ; and an officer of high rank and diBtingniehed service 
in the army, who had served under the ^reat chief himself, was selected 
for the office of " Guardian of the Besidence and of the Tomb of the 
Emperor Napoleon the First." 

CniiB officer, the Baron Qauthier de Bougemont, having arrived in 
Saint Helena, reported on the condition of the buildings, and in 1659 
Captain Masselin and Lieutenant Marechai, of the French Engineer 
Corps, were ordered to proceed to Saint Helena, with a suitable Staff of 
mei^anics, in.order to commence the necessary repairs and renovations. 
They arrived on the Ist of March in the same year. It is unnecessary 
to say more with regard to the manner in which those repairs and 
renovations were executed, than, that so earnest and decided were the 
officers to whom the service had been entmstcd to restore, in its most 
minute particulars, the former residence of Napoleon to the condition in 
which it was maintained during his lifetime, that they sent to France for 
papering to be procured for die rooms and passages of similar pattern 
ana testure to what had originallj been placed on them when being 
prepared for his reception. 

This they were fortunately enabled to do by pattern pieces of each 
kind of paper having been preserved by a gentleman living in Jamestown. 
The restoration of the place was completely carried out, and the officers, 
with their attendant staff of artisans, having fulfilled their mission, left 
Saint Helena on the 31st of December, 1860, to return to France. It is, 
no doubt, a subject of regret that the neceseity for so complete a renewal 
or for snch extensive repairs sbonld have existed, and thousands of 
visitors to Longwood Old House have cursed in the bitterness of their 
heart a Government which could allow the necessity to arise ; but those 
visitora were not in every esse — or perhaps in more than a very small 
proportion indeed, especially amongst foreigners, to whom the remark is 
intended principally to apply — correctly informed as to the real Gondition 
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of thiDgs ezuting in connection with what was called " the Eononrable 
the East India Company." Snoh an anomaly never before exiated, or to 
an extent approaching to the condition of that Gompony, at Isaat, and in 
all human probability never will again. A purely commercial enterprise 
in tbe &rat instance, corresponding ta any joint-atock company of the 
present day, the extraordinary privileges granted to that Company enabled 
tbem to raise a standing army, to dispute the sovereignty of the Indian 
seas with their navy, and, as a convenient watering- place for tbeir ships, 
to hold the island of Saint Helena as their own, and to exercise the righta 
of possession and government therein, with no responsibility except to 
themselves. The estate of Lougwood was therefore the property of that 
Company ; and as commercial men or a joint-stock company would 
probably do under similar circnmstancee, they made the most thev could 
of their property ; and as a live pig, or a new and improved mill, were 
oooaidered more profitable than the memory of a dead monarch, (he 
Company acted accordingly, and declined spending money on buildings 
already more than snf&cient for the accommodation of farming stock. 

The complaints against the Oovemment are therefore without founda- 
tion, as the whole and sole control of the estate was vested in the 
Company, until it became the property of the Uovemmeut, when the 
buildings were so far gone to decay that much more than mere repairs 
would have been necesaory to put mem into anything like their former 
condition, and although the Oovemment might have maiTtlaifted the house 
in which Napoleon bad lived and died in its former condition, if handed 
over so to them, especially as the elements of pig-keeping and corn-grinding 
would have bad no infiuence in that case, yet it could hardly be expected 
that a large sum of money would be appropriated to restore those buildings 
from a state approaching to ruin, and the natural result was the condition 
in which they were found by the French expedition in 1840. 



CHAPTEB IX. 

BOCK B08I, OUSBON'S OATE, AKD BOO ISUBD. 

Wb have as yet considered the traveller, for whose service and assistanoe 
Qieee few pages are written, as having only sufGcient time to pay a visit 
to the chief point of attraction in the island, and have conducted him by 
tiie most direct road to Jamestown, to the tomb, and to Longwood, returning 
by a road varying a little from that by which be went out, and occupying 
half an hour or so longer time. But it occasionally happens ^t a vessd 
with passengers remains at anchor for a day or two, ana thus gives those 
who can enjoy a long ride an opportunity of indulging in that delightful 
exercise, and of witnessing a diversi^ and magnificence of scenety, seldom 
seen eompreutd, as it may be said, into so small a space. The word 
eoUeeted alone would hardly convey the correat idea of the manner in 
which the wild savage grandeur of the ravines and craggy precipices of 
Saint Helena are fitted in with rich pastmee and garden grounds. 
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The latter owe, no doubt, mnoh of their luxnmnoe to oarefnl cnltare, 
and in the fonner, nature has not been nsasBisted by art ; but the contrasts 
are Htriking enough to admit of being compared to mosaic inlaid work, 
although the usuallj uniform and highly poLiahed surface of that artiatio 
production find but little resemblance in the contour of the peaks and 
gorges of the island of Saint Helena, We will suppose the party to con- 
Gist of a few passengers having the whole of one day to dispose of in a 
country excursion, — literally the whole day, for the ride before them will 
occupy some six or seven houra in the saddle, and an hour or two of 
occasional stoppages for the very neoeaeary purposes of rest for the hoisec 
and refreshment for the riders ; thus rendering an early atart advisable, 
— say eight o'clock. We will alsosuppose that Longwood and the tomb 
have been the subject of an excunion of the day before, or are to form 
that of a ride for the nest day, and having mounted onr ateeda — for car- 
nages cannot travel the roads we intend to follow to-day, — we ride gently 
Qp the street from the hotel, and leaving on the left the nurow entrance 
to the street named after the once great Emperor, we take an equally 
narrow little street on the right, and almoat directly afterwards a turning 
brings us into the Upper or Barrack Street, and we can trot smartly np the 
alight ascent, passing a number of houses occupied as retail shops, ooSee 
houses, and wine shops, as the tsTems are pohtely termed, and which are 
decorated with divers enticing aignboarda, intended to allure poor Jack 
when ashore for a cruise. Many of the bouses in this atreet present ugns 
of dilapidation in various stages, and there is but little in the locality to 
induce one to linger in its vicinity ; the Baptist Mission Church, the officers' 
and soldiers' barracks, St. John's Church, the civil and military ho«)itala, 
are successively passed, and the gardens of Maldivia and Chubb'a Spring 
preaent a pasaing view of fruit treea and grape vinea, in pleaaing contrast 
to the sombre lulls by which they are bounded. One or two of the oft- 
recurring zigzag turns in the road bring us to a tolerably level stretch of 
hiOf a mile or so in length, ending in a sharp turn to the loft round the 
■pnr of the hill on which the " Briars " is situated, and we here obtain a 
very beautiful view of the Waterfall and its rocky gorge, almoat shut in by 
the precipice under the gloomy old tower of High Knoll, and the lofty 
promontory oppoaite to it, known as Peak Hill. 

Looking high up the latter, we see a parapet wall winding ronnd it in 
Bpiral fashion, of which neither the beginning noi the end is visible ; but 
it indicates our route, for it is the saf egcard from accidents to travellers 
on Barnes's Road, which we are about to ascend. Curving ronnd the 
basin scooped out during ages past by a second waterfall, which now conies 
in sight, and croaaing a rather frail-looking wooden bridge immediately 
above this fall, we begin the ascent of the steep and narrow path before 
mentioned as Barnes's Boad, hewn out of the rocky face of the mountain 
a few years ago with much labour, hut comparatively small expense ; the 
work having been principally performed by convicts, under the able super- 
intendence of the of&cer whose name is thus in a fair way of being handed 
down to posterity. 

As we toil alowly np this rocky path, we obtsjo some very pretty views 
of the Briars, the upper part of the town, the tower of High Enoll, the 
waterfall, — the one kaova par acoelieaix as "the Waterfall," — and a deep 
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and rook]) gorge or chaam, known aaCftt Hole, between Pesk Hill on onr left 
and tbe abntment of Francis' Plcdn on our right. The road is now leas 

steep, tmd we soon arrive at the Plain, on which we very likely find oricket 
Btnmps waiting to be fixed, while the tent is being pitched, in which are to 
be sheltered from the Bnn certain wicker basketa, the pimnpness of which ia 
Bnggestive of cricket not being all labour alone. Parbaps it is a drill day 
for the militia, and the members of that force are beginniiig to assemble, 
for this little Plain is the gathering- ground for other purposes hesidea 
those of cricket. Haying crossed the Plain, we ascend one more zigzag, 
and are met and refreshed bv the smart breeze which generally sweeps 
across the Tallev from the ridges near Diana's Peak. The road before 
OS is now toleraoly level for some distance, and being on the summit of a 
ridge separating two valleys, we have views to the right and left of several 
countiT residences. 

In the valley on the right we get 8 glance at Willow Cottage, by turning 
a little in the saddle ; then a snug-looking establishment, with thatehed 
roofs and a well-trimmed garden, catches the eye : this is Knollcomb's. 

Above this, on the hill, is seen the road leading to Plantation ; the forest 
above it is on part of the Plantation gronnds, the entrance to which, 
flanked b^ two small stone lodges, is also visible near the pretty church 
now in new, known better, or more generally, aa Country Church than 
by its proper designation of St. Paul's, or the Cathedral. In the valley 
on the left we see Woodoot, and Blenkins', and high above them on 
another ridge are Prospect, and Alarm Honee. Looking again to the 
right a larger house than most of those in sight, and almost embosomed 
in a dense mass of trees, attracts attention : this is Oakbank, the resi- 
dence of his Lordship the Bishop of Saint Helena ; near it is seen a part 
of the house of Bose Bower, and here and there on the face of the nills 
qjposite to as are perched little cottages, their white walls dotting veiy 
prettily the dark green slopes of the pasture lands interspersed among tbo 
forest-crowned ridges which we are now approaching. The road winds 
among; the low hills and shallow ravines for anotlier mile or so, and we are 
BBcenaing the slope of Stitch's Itidge, the tower of High Knoll stand' 
iog out a most conspicnoua object on our right, and now rather below the 
level of the point we have arrived at, when we turn shaiply to the left, 
and dash at what can hardly be believed to be a road. This ia the C!ab- 
hage-tree Road, however, made shortly before the death of Napoleon, in 
Older to extend the limits within which he might take horseback exercise. 
It is now less nsed than the roads of ths island generally, and is becoming 
obstructed by brambles and grass ; but we can ^t through these, and 
obtain, at a certain part of the road called the Lover's Leap, a magni- 
ficent view of Sandy Bay, and one almost equally so of the side of tho 
island ap which we have been toiling. 

The urchins who have accompanied na aa guides and gate-openera 
shake their heada gravely when questioned as to the origin of the name of 
this spot, and probably one more speculative than his eoafr^rei hanards a 
suggestion that something to eat would be acceptable. Being somewhat 
of ue same mind we push on a little farther, and arrive at Taylor's 
Flat, in the vicinity of which we find a shady spot where we may 
enjoy the healthful aii of this elevated port of the ialaad, aod, with a 
n,.|N;...i-,Gt)t.J'^l'J 
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deliKhtfal prospect of natnre'H prepanQg Bpiead out befora na, lefreah 
cmraelTea with some of the contents of pockata, saddlebags, or baakela. 
There ia not time for a viait to Diana'a Peak, which ia nearlf half a mile 
from ns, and we remonat our ateeda and commence the descent of the 
Toad, here and there xetttng a elimpse of the sea in the diatance, and as 
the forest gradually beooniea less dense we aee in the diatance the Old 
HoQse at Longwood, the houBM at Hntt's Gate, and those in the vall^ 
known as Willow Bank, Wallbro' Cottage. tl»e Wells, and Teatooio 
Hall. 

Following the sinuosities of the path, we emerge on Ute main road from 
Jamestown, which passea Hutt'a Gat«, and now condncta na up a slight 
ascent to the aummit of a ridge known as Alarm Hill, and from which we 
look down Shark's Valley to the sea. We have now a descent of some 
twenty minutes or so to the foot of Uie slope, and, crossing the little 
stream which flows past the SDUglv aitnated bonse and grounds on our 
right, called Arno's Vale, we ascend the gently sloping lull on the right 
flsjik of the valley. 

The signs of cultivation are leea conapicnoos here than in the valley we 
have lately left ; the house and gardens we see below on our left are 
called Level Wood, and aa we round the spur of the hiU^ we get the first 
view of a prettily situated house, known by the name of its proprietor, aa 
8hipway'a. The ferrngioons red clay of tlie island here cropa out abun- 
dantly, and the scenery changes, becoming more strongly marked, as of 
Tolanic origin, than the parts we haveas yet seen, and possesaing obtmaive 
Indication of convulaions of nature in its craggy and ragged peaks, which 
seem as if some enormoos power Iiad rent and torn them asunder to form 
the deep ravines between them, and had then left them to crmnble away 
nnder toe influence of time and weather, neglecting to fill np a portion oE 
the chasms so rudely formed with a sou more suited to agricolture than 
that which the fragments washed down from the hills on each side slowly 
and inaufficiently prodoce. 

We pass thioaga the gronnda at Sbipway's, and leave on the 1^ a rain 
called Tsgleth, or Toglate, near which are a number of bouldera, aoattered 
over a large surface, and many of which produce muaical tonea on being 
struck with metallio substances. One, in particular, ia called the Bw 
Btone, from the depth and volume of the soond produced. 

Unfortunately, there dwelt at one time in the neighbourhood (a term 
which does not always, it is to be remarked, bear in Saint Helena a very 
literal meaning) an individual endowed with an uncommon amount A 
the same kind of curiosity which induced the possessor of the gooae that 
Md golden egga to inquire too closely into the cause of that wonderful 
proofing ; and this unlucky wight took the Ixonble, it is said, to carry 
to the BeO Stone a large hammer, with which he knocked cS a slice ra 
the stone : it is a comfort to knew that he reaped only disappointment 
for his trouble, aa there was no more gold in the stone than on it. The 
tone is said to have lost mnoh of its folneaa in conaeqnence of the silly 
.attempt to discover the caoae of the aoncnvua propotiea o£ the stone ; bnt 
it is still worth a visit on the part of those mio can spare tiie neoeeaaiy 
time, — which we cannot. 

We have now arrived at the point at which we cross the head of De» 



Valley, a vast nvine of singular «ppe«raiic& Its ^tesqne and deeplj' 
indented flanks, and the ^reat depth of the gorge as it approaches the sea, 
indioate some mighty force as having produced such reaults, and give rise 
to the thought that it may oven now be Biumbering near the spot, and 
ready at any moment to awake, on the slightest irritation on the port of 
one of those mysterions agencies of nature, and tare and shatter the 
maasive rocks, aa it has done before, and, judging from appearances, at 
no very remote period in the geological history of oar globe. 

We now pass Rock Rose, a very tasteful oonntry residence, vith weS 
laid out gardens and many adjuncts, making it a very "desirable locality." 
The winding road conducts us by a series of little ascents and deecente 
TODud spurs of hills and across small ravines, all of which make up the 
opper portion of Powell's Valley, another deep gorge t«rmiuatioe in the 
breaking surf, which can now and then be caurht sight of, and anbrding 
a view of the cape or hlnff known as Sandy Bay Barn. We pass 
through Sheep Enoll, and up and down one or two more ravines, to Qreea 
Hill. 

More ravines, more hills, rong^ crags, baeding precipices, below na, and 
tending towards the sea cm onr left ; distant hiUs in front, which seem to 
be continually getting another ravine between ourselves and them ; a 
^impsa now and then of Lot's Wife ; rippling streams of clear water, 
which tempt pocket flasks out of their receptacles ; shrubs and trees, 
which invite the traveller to linger awhile beneath their shade ; and pre- 
sently we join the main road from Jamestown to Sandy Bay. Nearly 
under Wranghom's we tnm to the left, and by a very pleasant piece o£ 
load, partly shaded by toll shrubs, and clothed on both aides with the 
delicate white yam flower, we pass Bamboo Grove and Bamboo Hedge on 
onr left, leaving the unomamental but rather obtrusively situated Sandv 
Bay School on our right ; and passing a little roadside shop, at which 
nothing we wayfarers require is to bo procored, wa enter on the road 
leading, md Colas' Rock, to Fairy Land. 

This is merely a bridle road, partly hewn out of the face of an almost 
perpendicular rock some tax hundred feet or more in height, with no pro- 
tection against a slip, which might hurl one down some hundreds more; 
but it is safe enough, it is to be presumed, as no accidents are recorded 
respecting it, and we may therefore trust our steady nsga to carry ns 
safely along the ledge-like patii, witli the precaution, however, which we 
recommeno, of dismonnting at one part, and leading the horses up a 
rather steep bit of some ten or twenty paces, which, bemg the bit of rock 
known as Coles', gives to the path the name it bears. 

Some really magnificent views of the lower part of Sandy Bay ara 
obtained in crosaing by this path. The massive flanking ridges enclosing 
the valley, with the huge basaltic column called Lot, in the for^round : 
the floor of the valley chequered with almost every imaginable tint of 
brown and green, with finely drown lines of light ochreous marl, changing, 
as the eye is moved towards the sea, into the black dykes that protnlde 
through the sombre but lees darkly coloured masses of rock, minghng wiA 
&B Startling little whitewashed walls that indicate a dwelling, deep down 
in the bottom of the ravines that debouch into the main valley, in places 
which the traveller inexperienced in Saint Helena would fancy must bs 



BOCK ROBE, OAIBSOM'S QATE, AKD EOO ISLAND. 4B 

baccessible, — all go to form a scene which it would indeed be difficult to 
describe. 

We must not loiter on the way, hovever, beautiful aa the scene may be, 
bat, paahing on through the groanda of Faiiy Land, ascend, as rapidl^ 
08 our Bteeda feet incliued to cany us, the road leading from this delight- 
ful spot to the main road, and pass through a gate near the now disused 
telegraph post called Cusaons. A very fine view may be obtained b; 
taking half-a-doeen steps from the side of the road at this point, and 
looking down Sandy Bay. The white house on the left, shut in by high 
chSi and forest trees except on the aide from which we aee it, is Row 
Cottage, and those which we have paaaed in oar ride across from Qiaen 
EiU are all in sight 

We now leave the highway and ride along a branch road past 
Berins's on out right, and with the agea fine farming lands of 
Woodlands and Broadbottom on our left ; Myrtle Grove is perched 
np on our left at some distance, and after winding round one or 
two rarines, we pass Farm Lodge and Rosemary, and then by tho 
ever winding roaa descend into the valley known as Friar's, from A 
singular column of boulders piled up by the h^d of nature, and stand- 
ing erect on the apex of a ridge between this and the adjoining valley. 

In the course of our descent wo get some charming views of the 
residences and highly cultivated grounds of this very pretty part of the 
island. The large and conspicuous house at the head, almost, of the valley 
is Terrace Knoll ; on the hill is Scotland ; a glimpse of Lydenham 
may be had ; and the compact little place on onr left which we are pass- 
ing close by ia Southens. As we begin to ascend the bill we get a 
view of the Friar, but the distance is too great to admit of its peculiar 
formation being observed, and we have not time to pay it a visit We 
now leave the gardens of this very pretty valley, and enter on a lest 
attractive part of our day's journey, the bare and almost barren slope of 
New Ground ; and joining the main road to Plantation at Half I^ee 
Hollow, we get sifht of Sugar Loaf Peak, and soon afterwards pass 
Ladder Hill Barracks, and with the town spread out beneath ns descend 
the hill aa quickly as our somewhat jaded steeds can do it : we fe^ 
rather fatigued, and ready for a refreshing bath and a good dinner. 

If the length of the traveller's sojourn be aufficient to admit of it and 
his taste for the picturesqne induce him to employ his time in runbling 
about the island, there are several other routes be may explore, taking 
with him a amall boy to show the toad and open the gates, but it is 
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arowinafour-oaredbost from the harbour to Egg Is] and and back,— not 
that anything widely differing in outline from what has already been 
Men will be met with, but the peculiar form of the ialand may be betlst 
seen on auch a trip than it can be from any part of the interiw, or from 
the deck of a ehip passing or approaching the ieluid. The cliffs rite 
vertically from the sea, and the depth of water is ao great, that not only 
a small boat, but even a large vessel might with safety coast very near 
the rock. The abmpt manner in which the slopes of the land between 
the ravines and valleys terminate on this side of the island oannot be 
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oeeii from the roads by which the traveller aniTeB at Jamestown vttet 
his country ramble. As he came from the valley in which Terrace 
Knoll attracted hie attention, and before amving in sight of Ladder 
Hill, he saw, on his left, the elopes of Horae Pasture and New Errand, and 
he rode down the uniform and regular slope leading from Red HilL 
through or over Half Tree Hollow ; but although the Terge or edge of 
each of these slopes was distinctly defined, its position with regard t( 
■ ■ ' . ■ > . . .. - "leroad. It n ^ 

B also that of the 

sea, and that from the gently shelving beach one might step into a boat. 
There is nothing to indicate that hidden beneath that seeming shore a 
fleet might be safely at anchor. It is only by coasting along in a boat 
for a few milea that the real position of the elopes over which the 
traveller rode can be clearly understood. 

On starting, we cross the harbour, getting a partial view of the town 
and a verr good one of Alarm House. Passing the low ledge of the 
sombre -coloured West Rocks, with the batteries and etorehouses of 
Ladder Hill above us, we have the first view yet seen of the nuroeroiu 
strata or beds of which the island seems to be made up. From this point 
the peculiar formation is distinctly marked, It is not intended to 
introduce here any geological speculatioiw, but merely to draw the 
attention of the traveller to the numbers of these layers of varioos degrees 
of density, and to the gradual diminution of the island by the action of 
the weather on these rooky cliCfe. Theae are sufficient to show that the 

Erocess is by no means a slow one which is reducing the length and 
readth of Saint Helena. 

We soon arrive at Breakneck Valley, the first of the ravines to the west- 
ward or leeward of the harbour. It presents no remarkable feature beyond 
the steep and precipitous aides, up waich may be traced the ledges formed 
by the denudation of the softer material in parts of the strata composing 
the monntain, which is more readily destroyed b^ the ever active agency 
at work, leaving the harder portion to follow a little more slowly but not 
less surely. A yawning gap in the base of the cliff is the entrance to ft 
cavern called Hicks's Km. The rock on which to land is accessible 
enough in fine weather, but the cavern is nothing remarkable ; it may be 
explored in a few minutes, but it is hardly worth the tronble. It has been 
used once, or perhaps more than once, as a quarantine station. Young's 
Valley is the next, and then Friat's, and we arrive, after passing them, at 
the little bay at the embonchnre of Lemon Valley. 

This valley is distinguished from those we have passed by the green 
Tegetation, dotted with a few littie white houses, that indicate something 
of cultivation, and present a pleasing contrast to the barren and gloomy 
depths. A battery and some military buildings occupy the lower portion 
of the valley, near the landing-rock, bnt the inducements for going on 
shore are not great, and the path from the landing-rock is neither so short 
nor so smooth as it seems to be from the boaL It is said that formerly 
lemons and oranges grew in great profusion in this valley, but the former 
ore now represented by two fruitless old stumps, and the latter have dis- 
appeared altogether. On a projecting cape to the west of Lemon Valley, 
and perched at some height above the sea, is Halfmoon Battery, andtM 
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of the rock forming the bue of 

sinking, the atrange coutortiooB of the i 
intractiLblo as iron itself, — infinitely more bo, in fact, in ita preaenC condi- 
tion, — seem as if, while in a. plastic state, the; had been produced by some 
gigantic whisking or stirring of the mass, which, while in rapid rotation, 
was Buddenlj congealed. Some thin beds or strata are seen soon after 
passing Lemon Yalley, of a buS or light brown colour, interspersed with 
the other iuTariably dark brown layers. These are not of one nnif orm 
colour throughout, the lower part of every one being of a lighter tint 
than the upper part, which gradually darkens in colour towards the 
Btratmn of hard rock above it, as if the latter had been placed on the bed 
of light- coloured deposit in an intenBCly heated state, and thus roasted 
or b^ed the upper portion of it to a certain depth, indicated by the 
gradual change of colour. These beds of light colour become mora 
frequent, and are in thicker maasee, as we proceed along the coast, passing 
Swanley^ Valley and approaching Egg Island ; but they are always in a 
■mail minoritv compared with iJie aombre-hued strata of hard cold lock, 
or dull, inert-looking beds of volcanic mud mixed op with them. 

The cliSs are higher as we pass Swanlej, yet tne Blopes of the hills 
above them are mucn more steep than those we have left near Jamestown. 
The eye is also relieved by a view of the herbage, scant though it be, of 
High Hill, Thomson's Wood, and the adjoining hills and valleys. Egg 
' Ixland is approached, but as we have not provided ourselves with suitaMO 
tackle for scaling the little bit of steep rock just over the landing-plac& 
we will waive going on shore, and, turning our prow " home again, 
return to Jamestown. 

This part of the voyage, or trip as it might better be named, is rather 
monotonous, but to an admirer of the worlu of that great creative power 
we commonly designate as Nature, there is enough to furnish food for 
contemplation, in t£e comparison between the mightiest works of man, 
with the consequences, beneficial or otherwise, which they are intended to 

Eroduce, and the productions here of an unseen band and an intelligence 
efore which our efforts and onr boasted wisdom sink into insignificance. 
We have explored Saint Helena by land and sea to the best of onr 
ability, and to the full extent of what oor limited stay would allow, paid 
our hotel bill, and embarked once more ; but as we leave the little rock 
behind us, rapidly sinking below the horizon, we feel a wish to spend as 
hour or two of the time before we see land again, in learning something, 
however shght or superficial, of its history. The object of the succeeding 
pages shall be the gratification of that vnsk 
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CHAPTER X. 



OEOaHlFHICAL FOSITIOII AND HlffTORT OF SAIKT HBLBHA, AITI) ITS 
PBODUCTB. 

Saimt Eblbna is eitoated in the South Atlantic Ocean, in Utitnde 8^ 
15° 6fi' 26', and longitnde W., 6° 42' 30*, the nearest land being th« 
island of ABcenaion, at a distance of about 760 milea ; the West Coast 
o£ Africa being aboat 1,050 miles away, and the east coast of the con- 
tinent of SoQth America 2,000 milea distant. It is thns a little point of 
Tock riBing from the depths of ocean in the heait of the south-east trada 
vrinda. Its form may be roughly taken as that of an isoaceles triangltL 
each of the two aides being between nine and ten milea in length, and 
the base about aiz miles in length. Its figure, however, is not s regulai 
one, and in round nurobera its length may be put down as about nine 
milea, and its breadth as five miles. The coaat or water line may be called 
twenty-nine milea in length, taking atridea of one mile each, and leaving 
out the intervening little bays and points. Its saperSoial area, Bnppoaingit 
to be a plane without hills or valleys, would be about 30,000 acres; butths 
configuration of the surface is auch that the quantity of land available for 
culture would far exceed that if the soil were auitable. The entire mass 
of Saint Helena is rook from its base to its highest peak, with very little 
■oil suitable for agricultural purposes. 

In some of the vaileya a Ded of earth exists, the result of the natter 
washed down from the hills, and the remains of the plants that have been 
nourished by the small streams which flow down some of the valleys 
during the whole of the year, and in others for several months without 
intermission. A vegetable soil haa thus been produced, which by sub- 
sequent cultivation and improvement yields a tolerably good return for 
the care bestowed on it. On the hills in the interior of the isluid a'thin 
layer of earth partially covers the slopes and less steep acclivities, in which 
trees of large growth have taken root ; but the bed of earth is so thin that 
the roots of these trees crop out in all directions, and the wonder of a 
stranger is excited at the scanty amount of soil covering the rock 
in which many of the trees and Urge shrubs exist : probably, had they 
the power of speech, they would a tale nnf old full of miaeir, — hungry days 
and thirsty weeks, when the sap of life seemed almost exhausted, and the 
woodcutter's axe would have been welcomed as a friend. From the edges 
of the cliffs which make up the ironbound coast, between the narrow 
ravines, cutting down the wall-like boundary to the water's edge, to a dis- 
tance inland averaging probably a mile or more, the surface of the rooky 
mass ia almost bare. A wild, bard, and wiry grass here and there clin^ 
to the rock, and struggles hard to assert the right of occupation of a terri- 
tory of which it haa taken possession iu defiance of the most forbidding 
aspect and moat evident unfitness for its aucceaa. 

The appearance of the coast as one Bails round it is, indeed, most gloomy 
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and rapnlBiTa; the redeeming points are those which the geolo^et guea 
ou with roptiire ; bnt they are, even in hia mind, connecting links between 
anocessive ages or periods, and bear no relation to the present, beyond the 
Apparent probability that the island is, in geological compariBon, of recent 
date. The rapid rate of decomposition now going on in the rocky coast of 
Saint Helena corroborates the impression tiiat has arisen of the island 
having been of considerably larger extent at no very distant period than 
it is now, from the existence of theledgM, as they are called, which at dis- 
tances of four to ten miles from tho island give soundings in ten to fortv 
fathoms, and beyond which the vast depths of the Atlantio are reacheo. 
This decomposition or degradation is more apparent on the leeward side 
of the island than on the south-eastem or windward aide, the dibiit from 
the former not being so rapidly removed into deep wat«r by the sea, and 
the btter being so soon discoloured by the spray which incessantly waahes 
ovst it ; but it is highly probable that this gradual wearing away of the 
Ooaat is proceeding quite as actively on theleeward as on the windward side, 
owing to a difference which at once strikes the attention of ode who 
uammes the comparative powers of resistance to the destroying agency. 
, On the leeward side the formation appears to be a series of beds or 
■trata, in very few cases exceeding a few feet in thickness, consisting of 
bard and highly crystallized rock, of basaltic structure, abonnding in 
■mall and frequeDtiy imperceptible fissures, interposed between beds of 
voloanic mnd, m some instances loose and friable, and in others hard and 
oompoct, and again mixed np with beds of light-coloured sandstone, of 
aqueons origin, some of a few inches in thickness, others twenty or thir^ 
fwt. These several strata, ^though generally in nearly borizoatal posi- 
tion, have been distorted by upheaving forces ; many of the sandbeda, 
now becoming indurated, have been cut through by upward bursts of 
basalt, and most of them present the appearance of having been homed 
on their upper snrface by the bed of rock poured out in a fluid state upon 
them, the colour gradually changing from buff or ligbt-lwowniah yellow 
through the various tints between that and the dark brown which the 
turf ace in contact with the igneoos rocks has assumed. 

The same indication of the condition of the rock when forced np from 
beneath the sandbeds, and dividing them, ia very apparent on both sides 
of the intruding separations ; these do not come under the denomination 
of dykes, they are more like the efiect of the sudden generation of large 
quantities ,of gases beneath the surface, forcing shapeless masses of 
plutonic rock mto the softer stratum over the fissure formed by the 
explosion. There are evidences of great upheavings in the leeward side 
of the island, at periods long subsequent to the formation of the various 
igneous and aqueous strata so elaborately piled np one over the other, and 
(me of the moat striking instances may be seen from the sea, in passing 
the Barn and Flagstaff Bay. The Bam itself consists of the same succes- 
sion of layers, of different degrees of hardness, as those lower down 
on the leeward coast, but they are tilted up at an angle of about thirty- 
five or forty degrees towards the gap between the Bam and the peak 
named Flagstaff, Under the latter the layers are of similar kind with 
those of the Bam, but dipping at about the same angle in an opposita 
direction ; and in the centre, between the Bam and Flagst^ and 
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directly onder the gap between them, a dome-shtped mass of ro^ 
different io texture, ana of much lighter colour thui the rocks above i^ 
rises to a height of perhaps 600 &et, with a base of nearly a mile in 
length. 

On the windward side of the island we fall in with nomberlesB dykes of 
columnar basalt traversing the rocks, and in some parts these are so 
numerous, and cut through each other in ao man; directions, as to give the 
idea of an intricate piece of network, without any attempt at ord^ or 
arrangement of parts, and tilled in witli a variety of materials of different 
kinds. At Prosperous Bay this phenomenon is very remarkable ; the dykee 
are from three t« five feet in thickness ; the blocks generally bnt not in all 
cases pentagonal, and beautifnlly marked in parallel lines. There is one 
mass there, through which a dyke has been protruded, in which a slip or 
fault occurs. The dyke lies at an angle of about forty degrees from the base 
or liorizDntal line, and the apper part, with the cliS in which it is placed, 
has slipped down to the right (looking toward it) about six feet, the 
line of separation being kept distinctly marked by the constant wearing 
away of the surface, the little broken fragments of the dyke produced bj the 
sliding of the heavy moss being as clearly shown as if the convutsion 
which caused the slide hod been but of yesterday. Other dykes have passed 
through the mass since then, crossing the one in which the fracture 
occurred, and the filling in of the spaces between them goes to show 
that they came up at long intervals, being in some parts plutonic lock, 
excessively hard, but brittle ; in others, angular shaped fragments of 
softer material, resembUng sandstone in a state of decomposition, — in some, 
loose volcanic mud, and in others, rounded nodules, as if worn by the 
action of the aea on the beach. Many of these dykes stand out in bold 
relief from the face of the clifb from Prosperons Bay to Sandy Bay and 
farther rousd the windward coast, ranninr out into the sea like so many 
groins, and in some instances, snch as the Horse's Head at Sandy Bay, and 
the Cbimnev at Lot's Wife Ponds, Oiey are striking and unmistakeable 
records of tne very different and much larger proportions of the island at 
some past epoch. The Chimney is a very remarkable vestige of a dyke, 
the direction of which can be traced a considerable distance, and from 
which the rocks that once encased it have been worn away. It is about 
seventy feet in height and from three to six feet in thickness. In 
many parts of the coast these dykes produce the most grotesque and 
fantastic outlines, and fnun the rapid ohanges in the view of the coast, 
as the spectator moves from point to point, thej add much to the 
picturesque effect 

The coast is very bold and TOUgh between Sandy Bay and Sonth-Weet 
Point, towering np from 800 to 1,600 feet in height, with a never ceasing 
surf at its base, on which it is impossible to land ; but after rounding the 
point the sea is smooth, and at a few places between it and Jamestown 
the coast is lees high, although still precipitous. In addition to the grey 
baaoitio and oiber hard rocks, forming the greater portion of the island, 
there is found in many parts a reddiah-colonred rock, closely resembling 
hard burned brick, which occurs in large masses, and has apparently 
been changed from a foitaer to its present condition by long-continned 
heat, its poroDS fiomMion indicating that the change did not occur 
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imder the influence of great prawnre, u in some of the metamorphio 
locka. 

Iq Bome instances this rock contains a proportion of small ciDdera, and 
particles reaembling obeidian, or angite, its texture in these instances 
Deing much closer, and the stone harder and more durable, than the lighter 
red kind. A rather Btriking and singolor evidence of the part taken by 

Sneous agencies in the formadon of the island is the existence of be^ 
limestone, so called, which are composed of finely comminuted shells, 
mixed in nearly equal proportions with the sand produced by the 
attrition of the pebbles on the sea beach, an operation, with respect to 
ttie pebbles, which is now continually goin^ on at aeveral of the bays on 
both sides of the island, the pebbles being merely fragments of the 
basaltic rock of the coast worn to their present shape ; hut whence tlie 
shells were produced is now not so easily to he discovered, as there are 
no indications of any shells, large or small, anywhere nearer the island 
than Ascension. These collections or mixtures of sand and finely 
comminuted shells are found in various parts of the island — in some 
instances widely separated. The proportions are nearly alike in alt of 
them. Some are situated near the shore, as at Rupert's Bay, where the 
deposit extends under tlie sea line ; some high above it, as at Banks's 
Biage, 1,000 feet abnve tiie sea ; in some places not more than fif^ or 
even twenty cahic feet in bulk ; in others, as at Lot's Wife Ponds, in 
thousands of yards or tons. 

Of mineral productions of value Saint Helena has little to boast of. 
A sort of stone resemhling cornelian has been found in one oc two places, 
but it is rarely met with free from natural fisBares, or veins so closely 
lesembling them, that the difficulty of working the stone is much 
increased, and its value reduced. It is seldom looked for now. Some 
of the old records of the island are interesting on the subject of minerals 
and precious stones, as well as on other matters. In a volume published 
in 1816, entitled " Facts relative to the Island of Saint Helena," by 
General Beatson, Governor, the account givoi of the search for gold or 
Other precious metal is very amusing. The worthy Governor at the 
period referred to in the history (ITIG) seems to have been as anxious 
to discover some source of remuneration for the " Lords Proprietors " 
in their island property as was ever any modem gold-digger for 
stupendous nuggets m reward for his own labour. In a letter written 
W the Oovemoc (Pike) and Council, dated the 1st of December, 
1716, we read that two Spanish gentiemen, one a priest, the other an 
eaigineer, had arrived at Samt Helena from Mexico, and having examined 
some puts of the island, had expressed their opinion that " there are 
certainly some rich mines of metal here." The Governor thereupon sent 
for them, and showed them several places where " there is a stonv soil 
that looks like ore ;" and they assured him that " these are the signals 
of rich mines of metal ;" and one of them, the worthy Governor says, 
" indeed asserted his opinion that what he saw was the signal cf a gold 
mine." This emphatic declaration set the Governor towork,and for some 
five months he appears to have dug away without losing heart, but unfortu- 
nately he had to give np his seu«h just when, like all other alchemists, 
he wss on the very verge of success. In June, 1716, we find him writing 
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thna ; " The Oarernor has emplojed most of bis time since the Etnirat here 
of" Ac., " and has set some of yourHononrs' slaves bX digging neai a place 
called the Turk's Cap, where we have found a sort of mineral earth, that 
the Bftcne Spaniard telU ns is a sure< sign of a mine of metal ; and ore 
SBBiired by the some Monsieur Oliviero, that as we go deeper we shall find 
olearer and more evident proofs of metal, these being none other than 
signaJs of ore, which, he says, all who nnderstand mining will affirm as 
well Bfl himself. We wish we had hands to BpatB,that we might keep 
some employed digging on this occasion, becaose we desire nothing more 
than to make the island yield to your Bonours some reasonable recompence 
for the great eipenae and tronble you have been at to improve this 
hitherto nnprofitable place." 

This laudable desire on the part of the worthy QoTemor and Connoil 
deserved a more satisfactory nilfiiment, for despite the warm assertions 
of the Spanish immigrants, no gold or other valuable metal was found to 
reward poor Qovernor Pike's diggings. He appeara to have given it np 
about the date of the letter last quoted, and notning more is recorded of 
the knowiog Spaniards, or of the valuable mines they did not discover, 
Tintil the year 1810, when Governor Beatson, in searching through soma 
old records of the island, met with the account of his pr^ecessor's gold- 
hunting exploits, and "his attention being," ss he says, "oatm^ly 
attracted by those passages in the records to the place pointed out t^ 
Governor Pike," he " therefore employed three men, under the direction (5 
Captain Pritchord, a very intelligent ofGcer, to examine the 'hills in tho 
vicinity of Turk's Cap Bay, and to dig in those places that appealed the 
most likely to be productive of ore." 

What the indications intended for Captain Pritchard's guidance wwa^ 
we are not told, but that officer, it appears, was not at a loss for enoonrag- 
ing prospects. On the 1 1th of September, 1810, he reported that he had 
" just returned from Turk's Cap Valley, in which he observed abnndanca 
of calcareous spar, and various stones of extreme hardness." Some of 
these ore still to be fonnd there, it may be mentioned, and they are hard 
enough, certain^. "Being fully satisfied with our first attempt to explore 
thiRTaUey" — (Hemnatbe,jiar'parMtAMS, a most enthusiastic explorer who 
would go twice down the valley of Tnrk's Cap), Captain Pritchord cen- 
tinnes, " I have every reason to believe that we shall soon come to ore 
of perhaps the moat valuable description." How naively the C^)taiii 
qnuifies his hopes, and bnoys himself np with " Tsluable information 
received from Mr. Thomson, who has considerable knowledge in minera- 
1<^, and has promised to assist in anal^ing whatever we maj^ find I B« 
is oecidedly of opinion, from the specimens I have shown him, that m 
shall find metal of various kinds in Turk's Cap VoUey." On the 2Tth of 
September Captain Pritcbard writes : " We have not proceeded so fast as 
could be wished, by reason of a large flake of blue stiine presenting itself 
which we have partly removed. There is a yellow earth, which I washed, 
bnt fonnd nothing deserving remark" — (He need not have risked his neck 
ia goii^ down tlie volley of Turk's Cap for anch a discovery as that in 
Saint Helens),^" although its appearance," he continues, " according to 
what I read in Chambers' Dictionary, is very favonnble." On the 21st 
of October he writes :" I send a coUet^on of stones foandatthedeptliof 
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tventj-nx feet in onr preseot pit They are certainly valnaWe in tliem- 
BelT«e" — (Heforgotto say on what account), — " and more so in theindica- 
tiona they offer of approacliing mineraJ earth," Farther on, he proposeo 
"to penetrate to the depth of fifty or aizty feet, and after carKFuUy 
flzamming every etratum of earth, &c., to cocDcnence catting directly down 
the ravine, aa our pit ia on the top of a hill 250 feet high (1), by which 
meana we shall be able to explore, with' great oiactneas, the properties of 

On the 3rd of November, 1810, Captain Pritchard diacoTered, at the"depth 
of twenty-seven feet, a vein of stone which had changed to tkt red wrt, 
and was capable of a very high polish. The earth was soft and yellow ; 
bnt he did not perceive any indications of tnetal, although the veins still 
corresponded with some memoranda in his posaeasioD, and he therefore 
trtiated be might aoon be aatiafied aa to the existence of valuable ore in 
this spot." The search for gold ended aa may be imagined, and since 
flien nas only been resumed by a very different class of peraona, who» 
inveatigatianfi have been principally directed towards the pockets of those 
whose fate it has been to sojourn in Saint Helena. The concluding para- 
graph of Captain Pritohard's report may, however, be quoted as a sort of 
winding-np of this gold question. In his letter, dated 20th November, 
1810, he says, " Some of the accompanying stones are the most cnriouB 
we have yet arrived at in digging the pit They afford strofag indica- 
tions of metal. In one of these stones I obaerved a small piece of metal 
which had the appearance of ailveror tin. Many of them had a metallio 
tint, probably what the two Spaniards termed ' the spume of metal, or tAc 
mineral fvmes conderued in the upper cnal,' " The interior of thejiieis m 
gtatu quo, and likely to remain ao. Emerging from the interior to the 
lurface, our attention is drawn to a consideration of the capabilities of the 
■oil, and to the retnms of any cultivation bestowed on it 

It has been already observed that for a certain distance inland from th« 
Bhore or outskirt of the island the land ia barren, and in many parts pre- 
■ents nothing but the moat utter desolation, and that any effort of nature 
to clothe the naked rock with a garment of vegetation is, whether aided 
by artificial hoahandry or not, confined to the interior or central part ot 
tills ocean rock. This is the natural or evident result of the peculiarcon- 
formation of the island, — a snccession of precipitous ridg^ and deep, 
locky ravines in every direction ; the most prominent of the former in the 
centre of the group : it is evident that a portion only of the surface, and 
that a comparatively amall one, ia available for cultivation. 

The plain at Longwood and Deadwood admits of the n^ of farming 
implements to a larger extent than any other farm in the ieland, about 
600 acres being capable of being ploughed there ; but the whole amoont 
of land in the island on which the plough can be used with advantage 
does notprobably exceed 1,200 acres. Governor Beatson, in his " Pacts," 
before referred to, puts it down at 2,000 acres. Wheat, oats, and barl^ 
have been.gTOwn at Longwood and Deadwood, and the former has yielded 
in one year from 18 to 20 bushels of wheat per acre, and in another year 
from 30 to 35 bushels of barley. 

The hay produced in the island is of various qualities. Some is of 
yvty fair, if not superior description ; bnt a great deal is inferior, on 
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accoont of tbe mixtnre of wire and cow grasses. Care and attention 
do a good deal, no doubt, in this as in other branches of huabandry , 
and might probably do more. Vegetables of good quality are pro- 
daced, and are a welcome relief to ships after a long voyage from the 
Hast. Cabbages, kuollcolla (a kind of turnip, or closely resembling that 
vegetable), onions, sweet potatoes, pnmpkins, several kinds of beans, and 
very fine watercreases and lettuc^ are to be had throughoat the year. 
The true potato, however, although grown, ie not cultivated to anything 
like the extent that it was some years ago, on account of the repeated and 
BQCceanive failures of the crop from bli^t. Oovemor Beatscn tells us 
of pumpkins being grown at the rat« of 36,000 per acre, and of which 
Bome weighed 70 lbs. each. 

Of fmits the island has bnt little to boaat of at preseiit, either as regards 
variety or quantity. It is rather singular that an island within the tropics, 
and nearer the equator than others which are famous for their torrid zona 
fruits, should possees so little of any kind, and that the greater part of 
what it does produce should be fruila generally found in temperate or txAi 
■ climates. 

One would look for raangoes, avocado pears, costard apples, leitcbis, 
ftnd pineapples, in the latitude oi Sunt Helena. There are about four or 
five, or perhaps half-a-dozen, trees in the island producing mangoes, hut 
they are smal), and not of superior quality. The cheri moya is less rare, 
and in some of the gardens is produced of veiy good quality ; but these, 
with the gnava and the banana (two or three varieties), constitute the 
tropical fruits of Saint Helena. 

There are a very few cocoa-nut trees, and some date palms, and a few 
leitchi trees, but the fruit does not come to perfection. Tlie fruit most 
abundantly produced is a hard, thick-skinned, ratber large sized pear, 
jnicy, but possessing no flavour. At some two or three estates there are 
ft very few pear trees of good kind, bnt they do not produce much fruit. 
Next to pears, peaches are most abundant, some being of tolerably good 
flavour ; figs are produced of very good quality ; grapes of good kind, 
bnt not abundant ; a few trees in tiie island bear apples of very fair 
quality, but they are ncarce ; and any of the fruit produced is only pro- 
curable daring a short period. Some mulberries of veir Sije quality are 
occasionally \o be had on two or three of the estates, and there ia a email, 
^ightiy acid fruit, known as the "loqnat," which is ia season about 
October or November, and not at all to be despised. While on the sub* 
ject of fruits, a reference to the account given by Governor Beataon of 
" What Saint Helena produced in 1809 " is interesting. 

Speaking of the Bnars lIlBtate he aaya, " Mr, Dunn's garden produces 
excellent grapes, peaches, apples, guavas, oranges, plantains, and other 
fruits, and all sorts of esculent vegetables. . . . Miss Mason's 
orchard is, for its extent, the finest and most prodnctive I have ever 
beheld. The apples are of a high flavour ; some of them have measured 
^teen inches in circumference. This locality is on the eastern side of 
the island, in the ravine above Fnwperous Bay, and there is not a veetige 
of its former productiveness now remaining. 

Of vegetables, however, and especially potatoes, we have atiU more 
marvellona records left by the worthy Qovemor. He says tiiat be bsa 
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raised 671 bosbels per acre, and gives most oarefollf compiled tabalar 
statements of the results of actual experiments made " in tlie front garden 
at Plant^oD Hoose," according to which it is demonstrated that an aero 
of ground would produce, at the same rate as the portion experimented on 
in each of a great many trials, crops of potatoes vaiying from 18,500 lbs. 
weight to 32,500 lbs., the difference being due to the mode of planting 
and description of manure. In another part we read that 36,000 ihs. may 
be raised annoolly in tieo crops, witboat manure at all. And taking 
up a. remark made bv Adam Smith, in hie " Wealth of Kations," on the 
" proof that was to oe found of the nourishing qnalitv of the potato for 
the human constitution, in the personal appearance of porters, chairmen, 
and coalheavers in London, the majority of whom came from the lowest 
rank of people in Ireland, who were generally fed with polaloa," the 
worthy &oTemor goes on to show that a vast saving might be made to 
result from feeding the people on potatoes instead of on flour, " as it is," 
be says, " evident that one acre of land in Saint Helena will prodnce as 
much loUd mmrigkmenl in potatoes as nine acres of wheat in England " I 

Mangel wurxel is cultivated to a limited extent, and it appears to have 
been so in the time of Oovemor Beatson \ bat the plants of me present day 
are not of the fair rotundity quoted by the Governor as that of some he 
sent on board his Majesty's ship Lion, which weighed from 37 lbs. 14 oss. 
to 41 lbs. S ozs., and in circDinfereDce measured 1 foot 11 inches and 
2 feet 1 inch ; and these roots were from " ttrong land at Plantation 
Eonse, newly broken up, and without being manured;" one root, from 
seed sown in March, and taken up sixteen months afterwards, measured 
87 inches in circamferenee, and weighed 52 lbs. Of green fodder, from 
oata Bown at Longwood, the Qovemor tells us 36,320 lbs. were prodaced 
in four months from the time of sowing, on one acre of land. Some of 
the calculations, and their magnificent reBults, on paper, with which this 
energetic old gentleman amused himself, are interesting, partly from the 
fact of nothing having been done to bring into actual existence the fignres 
Bo readily flowing from his eothusiastic mind. In speaking of the Palma 
Chrigti, or Aiciniu commtmit, which then grew in the island, and does still 
to some extent, Governor !^atson " begs leave to offer to yonr notice 
(the Honourable Company's) some observations on a subject which, if 
properly attended to, would materially contribute to the Honourable 
Company's interests on this island, by affording a revenue of some magni- 
tude from a neglected yet very valuable aource, with little comparative 
trouble, risk, labour, or expense." 

The mode of achieving this very desirable result he then proceeds to 

Kint out, in " taking the liberty to state, that supposing an acre of land to 
occupied with full-grown bearing shrubs (Ricintu communii), the best 
distance they should be from each other would perhaps be ten feet, which 
would allow 360 plants on an acre, including room for water trenches, 
&o. Upon a moderate calculation, each tree would yield 50 lbs. weight of 
beong per annum ; this would amonnt to 18,000 lbs. weight per acre : the 
produce in oil, taking it at only one-third, would be 6,000 lbs., or 750 

fallens : supposing this quantity sold at twelve ahillings per gallon [which 
am told is far under the market price) it would bring £450 sterling. The 
expense of cnttivation, manufacture, and freight to England, My £60 ; so 
* n„jNj«j-vGt.)l.>»^lf 
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that a probable profit of £400 per acre wonld arise to the Hononrable 

Company. Twenty-eight acres, coDtaining 10,000 trees, would atthia rata 
produce an annual revenue of £11,200." 

Why the Honourable Company neglected to avail themaelves of this 
SOOTce of revenue does not now appear. CofEee ia grown on two or three 
wtatea, but is not cultivated to the extent to which it might be : the 
quality is very good. 

Cotton has been tried in one or two small ezperiments, and is stated to have 
shown favourable Bymptoms, but nothing further has been done with it. For 
sugar neither the soil nor the climate ie enitable. It is true that a few 
canes do grow in the island, and ho do a few stalks of tobacco, but neither 
of them, nor of other exotics which may be produced for amusement or 
as curiositiee, have ever been found remunerative in a pecuniary sense. 

The falling off in vegetables" and fmit, bo moch to the detriment of the 
fanners, and which really seems almost inexplicable on ordinary grounds. 
is, however, much less remarkable than the diminution in the timber, and 
the entire (Appearance of many kinds of forest trees with which, if we 
ore to place any reliance on what we read or are told by the farmers and 
other inhabitants, many of whom are qatives of the place, the island was 
at one time almost covered. 

These accounts must, however, to a very considerable extent be con- 
eidered as traditionary, and, in fact, are so styled even by our old 
acquaintance Governor Beatson himself, who, after stating that " in the 
year 1502, when Saint Helena waa first discovered, its interior was ono 
entire forest— even some of the precipices overhanging the sea were 
covered with gumwood trees,"— goes on to say, " Within the last fifty yeara 
many gumwood trees grew on the hills hetwOBU Rupert's and Deadwood : 
this name mdeed evidently implies there waa a forest there. On the 
Barn Hili, and near Lot's Wife, pieces of ebony are still remaining ; and 
there is a tradition that a thick wood occupied Half Tree Hollow, between 
High Knoll and Ladder Hill, and that some persona who had advanced 
therein lost their way, and perished." The extent of the ground at 
Half Tree Hollow, so luxuriantly clothed with forest, is certainly not 
more than a mile in length, by perhaps a third of a mile in width, and the 
surface slopes uniformly and rapidly from one end, High Knoll, to the 
other. Ladder Hill. How any " persons who had advanced therein " could 
have failed to know that by continuing to go either np the hill or down, 
for some ten minutes or so, they must infallibly arrive at one end of this 
wonderful forest, is, to say the least, remarkable. 

* Thii falling oS ii not to be attributed to a cenntion of care or attenldan on the 
pjttt of the ftUTnora or cullitaton of the Und, For many jnrt past the proper 
eultlTBtion of the <oil baa been a aubject of intereat to the landed proprietoni, and the 
eiertjona of ao; indiTidiui haye been fiilly apprsciated bj the oummuniCy. One 
inalince of Ora ma; be referred to in the oaae of the late lit, Bichard Barker, who 
waa a very eioeiteat fanner, and eultiTated a large giteot of land. The adTontaget 
naulting to the iiland b; dut Eentleman'a indiutrj and paraereraQCe were »o veil 
nnderHtood and ao highly valued, that be was presented with a very large and haoA- 
•ome eilver cup, benrmg a aiutable inaeription, by the farmera and land-proprieton of 
the iilaud. Dm* intereatiDg record ii new in the poaaesaion of Mi. John Barker, eon 
oftbe gentleman refen«dM, and the eiteemed pcoprieloi of Mount Flewunl, one of 
Um pirttiM pUoei In Saint Halana. 
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It may also occur to &n impartial observer that the site once bo proliflo 
is now little more than bare rock ; that there !s scarcely sufficient soil on 
any part of it to nonriah or aupport anything less easily Batisfled on Huoh 

KmtB than a prickly pear ; and the question arises moat naturally, What 
a become of the aoil that such a forest must hare had for its roots? 
Bat we go on a little further, and t^e good old Qovemor f alia back on a 
record of a " consultation," dated 12th July, 1709, in which he aays is 
" recorded the most remarkable and positive testimony of hvge forests on 
the island of Saint Helena, in the following words : — ** Oar necessity is 
BO great for want of coals that we thought it would have put a full stop 
to our work, but do find that ebony wood will burn lime, and being 
informed that there are huge quantities of that wood which lie dead oa 
the hilla near Sandy Bay, tbe Governor and Captain Mashbome went 
there to view it, and found the report true, for that there is abundance 
indeed, and jost by that place where the wood lies are mountains of 
extraordinary limestone; and it will be much cheaper to onr honourable 
mastera to bring lime from thence ready burnt (being light), than to fet«h 
that sort of wood (which is very heavy), and bring it to the Castle in 
Jamea'a Valley." 

The disappearance of the " huge " forests is ascribed by writers of the 
period (and their atatements ore repeated by Qovemor Beatson) to the 
ravages committed by goats on the yoang trees. In a letter from the 
Government of Saint Helena to the Court of Directors, dated 9th July, 
1715, it is Btated that "Finding that great qnantitiea of ebony trees 
which grew in and about Peak Qut in &air tender growth were barked 
and d^troyed by the Koats that ranged there, we thought it for your 
Honours' interest, for the preservation of the wood, and the welfare of 
the island, to order the goats there to be killed." To this representation 
the Court replied, "The goats are not to be destroyed, being more useful 
ttian ebony. Were the testimony in support of it less full, the fact of 
these huge foiestB of ebony might well he doubted ; for on the majoritv 
of the placea mentioned in the records as having been so richly ooverea, 
there is nothing in the shape of a tree of the most minute or humble 
kind ; and in the neighbourhood of the mounlaiag of limestone near 
8andy Bay one might search in vain for even a blade of grass, or a 
morsel of soil in which it could take root. 

It is not, however, to be inferred that the ialand is now bare of trees 
in all parts : the object of theee references to the records left oa by 
Governor Beatson, amply eonflnned as to their general truth and correct- 
ness by other and later authoritiea, is to draw attention to the remarkable 
difference exietmg in the present state of the island, as regards timber, 
from its condition a hundred years since. The careful consideration of 
this difference gives rise to some interesting questions. Why should 
those parts of the island which a hundred and fif^ yeara ago bore 
indisputable proofs of having recently been clothed with trees, and 
necessarily covered with a certain depui or thickness of soil or mould, 
DOW be entirely denuded of both trees and soil ? The trees, it mav he 
said, were cut or taken away ; but even if so, the roots would be left ; 
and it ie well known that Buch relics remain sound for very many years, 
especially under favourable ciicumstances of climate. What baa Decome 
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of the eoil or mould which wu Abaolntely necessary for the retention of 
moistare f oi the TJtal support of tba trrae, as well as to afford material 
snpport for their roota and tmnka? There is not on the site of the 
ebony trees, mentioned hy the writers of 1709, at the present time a 
particle of yegetable earth — nothing bnt bare rock, as uHerly incapable 
of nourishing a tree aa would be one of the wares of the ocean at its 
base. The surface of the rock is Ter; steep, forming precipitons slopes 
from the highest pointa to the rsTines or gullies separating the ridges 
and descending towards the sea. Can the oonvnlsionB, wbich the ^neral 
appearance of the island indicates as having been the caose of its singolar 
doMOcated condition, have been so recent that the forests of ebonj were 
overthrown, and the land on which they had stood upheaved to such an 
extent that it no longer retained the rain which fell on it ? that, becoming 
dry and parched under the rays of the tropical snn, it yielded easily to 
the force of the oonstant windB, and gradually diminished in quantity, 
until the last particle of dust had been blown away, leaving the trunks 
of the trees as a vestige of what bad once been a forest? 

But even this will not explain the disappearance of the forests on the 
leeward side of the island, wbicb were m actual tarittence at the period 
of its discovery. Since then no conynlsion of natnre has occurred to 
form the ground for any speculation or hypothesis ; and with regard to 
them, we must come to the conclusion that the goats or their owners, or 
the exigencies of " our honourable masters," gradnally removed all traces 
of them. 

The Saint Selena Calettdar, published yearly in Jamestown with the 
authority of the local Government, contains a list of " the exotic trees 
and shrubs now growing on the iriand, and of fruit*bearing plants," — of 
the former enumerating 116 kinds, and of the latter 39. Without any 
desire to impugn, in the most remote degree, the correctness of these 
lists, it may be observed that their value as a piece of statistical informa- 
tion would be considerably increased if ther were accompanied by a 
statement of the localities where the trees and shrubs may be seen, and 
an wproximate estimate of the quantity or number of each kind in the 
islanct The visitor to Saint Helena may see fur himself, in his rambles 
over the monntains and in skirtmg the valleys, specimena of the trees 
which, to any appreciable extent, are either inmgenous to the soil or have 
become naturaUied. They may be classed very nearly aa follows : — 
Pir, oak, gumwood, cypress, cabbage tree, eacalyptus, willow, banian, 
date, cocoa-nut, bamboo, cork tree, margossa, privet, Norfolk Island pine. 

Possibly isolated specimeoa of other forest or jungle timber may be 
met with. Apple, pear, peach, guava, coffee, loqnat, and banana trees 
may also be seen, and so may mnlberry trees and grape vines in a few 
places, and in a very few indeed. In Jamestown one or two mango trees 
may also be discovered, but, with the exception of three or four of the 
forest woods, among which the fir is the most abnndant, and the pear, 
peach, and guava among the fruit-bearing trees, the number of each kind 
IS not great. Indeed it would be almost as incorrect to call Saint Helena 
an ebony or teak-producing colony, as to declare that England abounded 
in electrical eela because one melancholy-looking individoal of the 
gprmota* tleotricm family was some years ago, and perhaps ia now, to 
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be seen at the PoIytMfanio Institntion in Begent Street There is a. great 
variety of fenu, Bad fnne and blackben; flonriah to a great extent The 
thoray bush makes veiy excellent hedges, and there are other ebmbs in 
coQBiderable qaantities. The camelia, both red and whit«, grows to the 
Bjze of a Urge apple tree ; the flonen, especially of the white camelia, ore 
very beautiful ; ue latter frequently makes its appearance on occasions 
of festiTity as an article of eciffvre for the ladies. Roses, oamations, 
fuchsias, heliotropes, hybisous, and many other flowera are cultivated in 
gardens, and the wild geranium forms an ornamental roadside hedge in 
many parts of the island. 

The green and grsBsy sUtpea in some of the valley an very prettily 
spotted with the whit^ bell-ahaped yam flower, while the dry and arid 
plain stretching oat between Longwood and the cli& overlooking Pros- 
perous Bay is mottled on its brown surface with the cool-lcoking green 
iceplant, a low creeper, with here and there a variegated bloBSom— white, 
pink, and yellow. 
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SiTUATBD in the very centre of the south-east trade winds, Sunt Helena 
enjoys a constant breeze blowing throughout the year in very nearly the 
aame direction, and, passing as it does over some thousands of miles of 
ocean before arriving at the island, free from malaria, the breeze passes 
quickly over the little strip of land, and carries oS what small quantity of 
nuwholeeome gases may be generated in a locality thinly populated, and 
possessing peculiar advantages in dryness of soil and easy drainage. The 
bieese, or wind, as it may ^en with every propriety be called, sometimes 
— particularly in the winter seaBon, as the months from May to September 
are termed— blows hard for days or even for weeks with little intormission, 
and is heavily loaded with moisture. It may then be considered unplea- 
sant, especially by those who inhabit or are called npon to visit the part 
of tbe island in which Longwood is situated ; but beyond a somewhat 
(and vwy slight) increased amount of catarrhal complunta, it is not 
unhe&lthy in its influence on the population. 

On the other hand, whenever, as occasionally happens from some dis- 
turbing action in the atmospheric currents, and when the trade-wind is 
light, an eddy is caused by the curve round the Bam, and the breeze, 
instead of continuing its direct coarse, is brought into Jamestown from a 
direction the northward of east, its depressing influence is felt imme- 
diately : the vitiated atmosphere of the town, and the foul gases evolved 
from the open drain which runs through the middle of it, are thrown back 
into the valley, and having no ontlet at any other part— shut in by high 
moontains on every side but that nest the sea — their e^cts are soon 
apparent in headache, and tlie usual symptoms of breathing an impure air ; 
•od there is litUe doobt that the continuanoe for a few days of this partial 
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reversftl of the direction of the prevailing wind would be most hurtful, 
and fevers in eome of their worst forms might he expected to appear 
among the inhabitants of Jameatown. Fortunately these occurrences are 
not frequent, nor of long continuance, and the atmosphere of Saint Helena 
may be fairly considered as conducive to health, It may be remarked as 
a rather singular fact, that hnrricanea or even gales of wind are unknown 
in Saint Helena. 

The temperature of the island is subject to variatton, depending on the 
season and atmospheric canses, and is aSected to a greater extent bj those 
influences than might from its position and local circumstances have been 
expected. The difference of temperature at LongTvood or Deadwood from 
that at JamestcTD is also considerable, although the elevation of Dead- 
wood ahove Jamestown, abont 1,750 feet, would not lead one to expect so 
great a difference ; and even between Plantation House and Longwood 
Qie difference of temperature was carefully obeerved, in Governor Beat- 
eon's time, to amount to 5°, although the two places are as nearly as 
pOBfrible at the same height (above the sea). Governor Beatson says, " The 
range of temperature shown by the thermometer during the year, at Plan- 
tation House, waa from 60° to 73° ; at Longwood it was 5° lower, and at 
Jamestown from 5° to 7° higher than at Plantation House." I^is was 
the temperatnre "within doors," outside it was known " sometimes to fall 
to 52°. The Saint Selena Alnumac ioi 1864 contains a table of 
observed temperatures at Longwood and Jamestown, and also gives the 
mean temperature observed at Longwood daring five years, which is stated 
to have been 64° 4' ; the maximum being in aoout the middle of March, 
and the minimum early in September. The lowest recorded during the 
five years was 52° on the 6th of September, 1845, and the highest was 
77° on the 3rd of March, 1842 ; the extreme range in the five years being 
25° 8*. A carefnl observation of the temperature at Jameatown and at 
Longwood, during six months of the year 1848, gave as the difference 
between the two pieces an average of 9-125'', 

neither of the extremes here recorded can be considered as oppressive, 
taken apart from other circumstances ; but it is to be borne in. mind that 
in summer the island is brought twice under a vertical snn, and that 
Jamestown is placed in a deep and narrow valley^ the sides of which are 
BO nearly perpendicular that they can only be ascended by steep roads cut 
in the form oiE a zigzag across the face of the mountains, and that the rays 
ot the snn are reilected from the bare rock, of which those hills consist, 
directly into the town. The temperature indicated by the thermometer is 
therefore not to be taken as the criterion of the absolute heat, which ia 
Bometimes very oppressive in the town, though seldom so in the country. 

Again, with regard to the lowest record of the thermometer, 52°. This 
would be considered in higher latitudes— as, for instance, in England— a 
very pleasant and agreeable temperature ; but in Saint Helena one is glad 
to have a good fire to sit near to when the thermometer indicates 52° or 
64°. One reason is, that on such occasions the atmosphere is usually very 
heavily loaded with moisture, and probably a strong south-east trade-wind 
blowing, which seems to penetrate almost to the bones, setting thick wool- 
len coats at defiance, and trying hard to tear to pieces the best waterproof 
;_ „ ^ continued residence ia a tropioal climate, even such as that 
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of Saint Helena, renders tbe bodj very senutive to duigea of temperatiiTe, 

especially to cold ; and to that cause probably, in great measure, ia to be 
attributed the fact of anything nnder 60° being, to eay the least, chilly. 

The amount of moisture brought on the island by the trade-winds has 
been more than once referred to, and it is much to be regretted that the 
register of rainfall has not been kept in a manner desirable for arriving 
at a confident conclusion as to the amount of rain that actually falls cm 
the island during tbe year. The rains, it is true, are bo partial, and tbe 
amoont in difierent parts of tbe island so different in itsell, that to orriTe 
ti an exact result as to tbe average depth of rain on the island would 
require several rain -guages in variouB parts, and very accurate observations 
for several years. During the winter months, March to September, the 
weather is e^KcUd to be very wet, and, as a general rule, the expectants 
Are not disappointed. During the summer months there are occasional 
showers, and now and then a wet day, but only as an exception ; the 
weather during those mouths being very pleasant, and the air in the higher 
parts of tbe island, and, in fact, anywhere out of Jamestown, most 
refreshing and exhilarating. Onr old friend. Governor Beaison, givee a 
statement of the fall of rain during the years 1811 to 1813: — " From the 
22nd of February, 1811, when the gumtner rains be^n, until the day of 
my departure from the island, on the Ist of September, 1813, 1 kept an 
exact diatj of the fall of rain, which was continued by Mr. Jennings, the 
Company's gardener, to 1815. The rain was measured in an accurate 
rain-guage sent from England bv Sir Joseph Banks. The foUowingwero 
the results :— 1811, 22-40 inches ; 1812, 2904 ; 1813, 32-13 ; and 1814, 
49'96." It will be at once seen that, in the abeence of any other record 
than theone quoted, a cousiderable degree of uncertainty exists as to tbe 
actual amount of rainfall in Saint Helena. 

At intervals of uncertain duration — two or three, or perhaps four or five 
years, — a very heavy rain falls on some part of the island, rushing like an 
avalanche down the precipitous sides of the ravines overwhich it descends, 
and, literally carrying everything away with it (in most instances that, for- 
tunately, is not mu^), it rushes to the sea in averyimpetuousandhasty 
manner. Sometimes on the windward side of the island the damage done 
is the sweeping away a small field or two of carrots or sweet potatoes, with 
perhaps a stray family of young ducks, somewhere lower down the valley, 
and some inhospitable stone barriers at its junction with tbe sea ; some- 
times, on the leeward side, when Jamestown comes in for a washing, and 
its cloaca mamtna, the Bun, or main drain, is tilled to the brim — " without 
o'erflowing, full," with a semi-fluid, dingy -coloured body in rapid motion, 
which seems, by the hurried glance one can get of its upper portion, or sur- 
face, to consist of empty barrels, rootfi and leaves of banana trees, lumps 
of feathers, which, by subsequent information, are resolved into ducks or 
fowls, disjointed waBning-tubs, and such other " unconsidered trifies " as 
ao general a " picker-up " may be imagined as likely to gather in a race 
through a town and its suburbs. This ia the surface. What the consti- 
tuent or component parts of the under-current may be is not revealed to 
the spectator, for which he may doubtless be thankful. 

The consideration of rainfall leads to that of the supply of water. The 
island has been called a tank for the India shipping, and it haa proved 
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This has been an important consideration in regard to the island sinoo 
it8 first occapatioD bv the East India Company, and is so now, the 
Brrangementa for supplyingthe shipping being most carefully attended to. 
Jamestown draws its supply of water for its inhabitants from the same 
source as that which fnmiBhee it to the shipping, — a spring at the head of 
-the Talley, and a portion of the water which enters the valley from the 
grounds aboTe the Waterfall. The supply to the town is not in quality 
or quantity quite equal to the requirements of those fastidious persons 
who like clean water eid libitum for personal or domeetic purposes ; and 
on an occasion of lire, which happily does not occur veiy often, the usual 
course of proceeding is to form a tem|X)rary dam across the Run, or main 
drun, and tlirow the accumulated fluid ^7) on the conflagration. It is 
generally found to be efficacious in extmKuisbing the flames, and the 
enginee and hoae are afterwards well washed no doubt. 

The term " spring " has been used in reference to the euppl]^ of water 
to Jamestown, and as it is generally applied in a very indefinite way, a 
few words on the subject may be allowed. In the Saait Helena Almanac, 
before referred to, and it is believed in some other works, tbe number of 
BO-called springs in Saint Helena is stated to be 212. The discoverer 
of these nnmerous sources must have possessed a most insatiable thirst 
for natural phenomena, and if he were, happily, gifted with an equal 
oraviag for natural drinks, it is to be hoped he took a supply with him 
when he visited such places aa Gregorys, Turk's Cap Valley, or Pros- 
perous Bey, in which localities water, it is true, is to be found generally 
throughout the year, hut so strongly impregnated with salt as to be qnite 
nnfit tor drinking ; and this peculiarity exists in other places in the island 
high above tbe sea, a circumstance indicative of the submarine origin of 
the strata over or through which the water of these atreams, or springs, as 
th^ are erroneously styled, passes. 

It most be apparent that the water which emerges from the precipi- 
tously sloping sides of the valleys or ravines in Saint Helena is the same 
whi<ui at some prior date fell in the form of rain on the summits of the 
hills, and penetratiug through the rents and fissures which in every direc- 
tion traverse the rocks of the island, and picking up in its course sub- 
Btances which combine either chemically or mechanically with it, it 
escapes from its tortuous channel, and forms the stream which trickles 
down the valley to the sea. From some of these sources many of tbe 
country houses are supplied by leaden pipes, some of which are of great 
length. There are many miles of lead pipe in &e island, which were 
Uia down daring the Company's time for tbe purpose, and some of the 
houses, not so fortunate in that provision as others, are far enough 
removed from a supply of water to make it a serious expense to ^e 
occupant to obtain what is absolutely required for domestic pniposes. 

The valley in which Jamestown is situated is so admirably formed by 
nature for the coustrnotion of a large reservoii at its head, near the Water- 
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&11, on the princtple » genersUy adopted jn India, that it seems ■ matter 
of sniprise as well as regret that advantage has not been taken of the 
facilities afforded for the increase in die supply of water to the town. Tha 

fiTstem might also be adopted in other parts of the island, but th^« is leaa 
reason for it there, as the caltiTable land in the TsllefS is the atrip at tha 
bottom, in which is the bed of the stream passing through it It is rather 
remarkable that thunder an^ lightning are lumost unknown in Saipt 
Helena ; there are traditions of flashes of lightning hftTing been seen, and 
a few individuals have boldly asserted that they once heard thunder, bat 
these are exceptional instances. Enjoying so singular an immunity from 
meteorological disturbance, Saint Helena may be considered to occupy a 
vei^ eligible situation, as so doubt it does, the only really disagreeabla 
visitor from the great laboratory of nature being known by the local nania 
of " the rollers," This curioos outbreak of ocean does not appear to ba 
governed by any law requiring regular or periodic recurrence, unieu tha 
few occasions on which it has occurred, having been in or about the month 
of Febmaiy or May, be held as an indication that some particular condi- 
tions are brought into action at that season, which combine to produce the 
extraordinary swell of the sea which has received tha name of "tha 

It does not appear that strong breezes at or near the island are neoes- 
sary for this disturbance of the waves, nor are any local canses for it 
apparent, but the setting in of the rollers is generally notified a day or 
two ^reviousl;^ ^7 the swell, which nearly throughout the year, and more 
especially during the smnmer months, accompanies the flood tides at full 
moon. ■ The approach of the rollers is indicated by their non-subsidence 
to any appreciable degree with the ebb of the tide, as is usually the case, 
but rather by their gradually increasing agitation with each succeeding 
fiood tide, until they assume the formidable shape and character that have, 
on two occasions at least, left unmistakeable marks of their violence. 

The tides at Saint Helena seldom exceed three feet rise from tha ebb 
to the flood, and during several da^s, at the neap or half moon tides, tha 
rise and fall do not exceed a few mches ; the flood tide at the springs, is 
generally attended bv a ground swell, which sets in very steailily and 
breaks in long well-defined waves on the shore near Jameetown ; this 
swell gradually increases in volume, until each succeeding wave at length 
so far exceeds those that have gone before it, that they begin to curl over 
and break at some distance, — 100 or 2O0 yards from the shore, — giving ona 
the idea of long cylindrical masses of water rolled in by some invisible 
Bgencv, and falling into surf as the^ approach the shore. The most 
remarkable feature of the phenomenon is the fact, that while this tumult ia 
going on at and near the shore, where masses of timber and hu^e stones 
are torn to pieces or tossed about as if giants were sporting with child- 
ren's toys, and a sea running in which no anchor that was ever forged 
could hold a ship, the vessels that are lying a mile or even lees from tha 
shore ride at anchor as tranquilly as usual, and feel no more than tha 
ordinary swell. 

In February, 1846, the rollers set in with great violence, and several 
vessels which had anchored too near the snore were torn from their 
raoorings and duhed to pieces ; a number of boats were also destic^^ 
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and Bome lives were lost in the attempts to save them. A battery Oien In 
existence, and known as Lower Cbubb's, dtaated on the face of Uie oli£ 
a considerable height above the sea, was washed awa;, a BmaU portion of 
the mosonwork remaining as a memento of the immense force of the 
vaves. In February, 1862, a recurrence of this remarkable phenomenon 
took place. Fortunately no vessels were anchored within reach of its 
devastating action : a number of boats were destroyed, but no loss of lifa 
is believed to have occurred. A large extension of the wharf, constructed 
of heavy timbem, and secured by immense iron bands and heavy masonry, 
which had been completed only the previous year, was entirely carried 
away; the Commissariat coal-yard, enclosed by a high stone wall, was 
literally filled by one of the seas, which in escaping tore away the Uxga 
entrance gate, and swept out a quantity of coals. 

Several theories have been advanced on the origin or cause of this ein- 
gnlar outbreak of the sea, generally bo placid and qniet neai Jamestown, 
but they are merely theories. One, which has the appearance of plausi- 
bility, to aay the least of it, and which was modestly put forwara as a 
suggestion on the lost occasion of the rollers, assumes the existence of 
an ofbhoot or branch of the great western cnrrent from the Cape, which 
passes southward of Saint Helena, but suiSciently near the island to be 
somewhat obatructed in its course by the land, and deflected by it into a 
northerly directdon. The lidal wave, travelling westward, goes icilh this 
current, and the south side of Saint Helena feels no indication of any 
disturbance in the depths of the ocean near it ; but on the northern side of 
tiie island the tidal wave is brought into collision with the current, by 
meeting it in nearly an opposite direction. If, from some natural 
inflaence at a particular season of the year, the cnrrent, after rounding the 
island, is increased in volume or in force, the collision between it and the 
tidal wave may produce an oscillation that is more or less perceptible as 
the opposing forces are stronger or weaker. 

Out at sea the shuck is diffused over a large space, and is not felt or 
observed at all, but arrested by the steep — almost perpendicular — rock 
of the base or foundation of the island ; the lateral oacillation becomes a 
vertical one, and is shown in the huge waves which rise from the depths 
of the sea in close proximity to the island. 

Slight shocks of earthouakes have been felt in S^t Helena, in the 
years 1756 and 1780, ana again in 1817, but no authentic records exist 
of the nature or intensity of the shock. No injury was caused to any 
buildings, although much alarm was felt in Jamestown, on account 
of the rocks overhanging the town, which appear as if ready to fall 
and overwhelm it upon a very slight provocatioa. 
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Or wild animala, according to the osnal acceptation of the tenn, Saint 
Helena pofieesseB none, although aome of the goatu, which hare egtahlistied 
their homes in parts of the clifig inaccesaihle to anythbg lesa sure-footed 
than themaelvas, might very reaeonably claim to be so considered. Babbita 
are plentiful, and, with a little greeni^i- coloured mouse that was intended 
by Natme to wear a coat of dark brown, conatitute the four-foot«d game 
of the island. The poor mouse is a timid little fellow that pops out from 
the walls, and from under the stones on the side of the road, and back 
again, but not always quickly enough to escape from the dogs, that seem 
to bear him a particnlar dislike. In addition to hia peraecutions from these 
canine enemies, he is not protected by law, as the rabbit is, from human 
foes, and is perhaps not considered by the tabbits as worthy of being classed 
under the head of game. Pheasants aud partridges appear to do Tery well, 
and afford excellent sport to the lovers of the game-bag and gun, but 
require stout muscle, sound wind, and steady head, to enable the possessor 
to climb and acramble up and down the steep ridges, and to skirt round 
the cliffs and precipices where the game is to be met with. 

It ia rather a matter of surprise that any of these unfortunate birds are 
still to be found in the island ; forthe place is small, and the number shot 
year after year large, even of those alanghtered according to law, while no 
doubt a certain, or perhaps wncertoin number fall victims to anrreptitioua 
attacks. One years protection has been lately given to the birds, which 
will no doubt increase their numbers, as well as add a few names to the 
list of "persons licensed to fire gjms" in the neit shooting season. 

There are a number of very pretty little doves on the island ; many of 
them so tame that they sit on the road-side, hardly caring to fly up at the 
approach of persons passing. They are very plump, fat little things ; hut 
it IS much to be regretted that they are shot at by many people, and must 
in a short time succumb to such whalesale destruction as is carried on 
against them. A delicately formed bird is called the " wiro'bird," from ila 
voir Blender le^, which are scarcely larger than a small fiddle-string, but 
BO long that their possessor runs on the ground as if mounted on a pair of 
wire stilts some four inches in length. The wire-bird is said to be Vnowa 
only in Saint Helena. Some very beautiful cardinal birds, some yellow 
birds resembling the canary, a few minora or Tninahs, and some chirruping 
little fellows known by the local name of averdevat, with a few Java 
aparrows, make up the list of land birds. The sea birds, of which there 
are great numbers on some parts of the coast, are blackbirds, — not the 
English bird of that name, nor anything at all like it, hut so named to 
distinguish it from the white-bird, a rat)ier stupid fellow, hut most 
graceful in its motLons, that fliea round the head of any visitor to hia 
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domfuns, near enough to be knoclced over b^ an mnbrella or walking- 
atick ; the tropic-bird, and very rarely one or two othere. 

There ia a great variety of fish, aod no doubt in greet qnantities, but 
not many kinda caught in large numbera. A more aystematic and more 
determined style of fishing might no doubt increase the supply of this 
article of food^ on which the majority of the working claaees in Jamestown 
almost entirely exist. The albacore is a large fish weighing from 70 Iba. to 
160 lbs., caught constantly throughout the year. It is commonly known 
by the name of " Saint Helena beef :" it resembles beef in colour, and 
as it admits of being cooked in s variety of ways, and is of good flavour, 
it is really a fair substitute for that article of food. Next in point of use- 
fulness is the mackerel, which is caught in large quantities, and is perhaps 
more correctly the staple food of the poorer classes than the albacore ; 
for, depending on the number of mackerel caught during the night's Ashing, 
is the price per dozen in the market on the next morning ; and many an 
anxious provider is joyful or the reverse, as the price per dozen is four- 
pence or two shillings, for even beyond that diaeronce the price raneefl 
sometimes. The cavalli is an exceilent fish, and rather plentiful ; jacks, 
soldiers, old wives, silver fish, bnH's-eyes, and five fingers, are also caught 
freely. The yellow-tail is now and then taken ; it is a very delicious fish, 
resembling salmon ; and the coal-fish, a very rare one, is said to be even 
enperior to it. Eels in nnmbera, and of enormoos size, are caught, chiefly 
of the conger tribe. The stump, something between a crawfish and a 
lobster, of very fair quality, is also canght Flying-fish, of very large 
size, aro often driven to take refnge on the shore by the porpoise or the 
dolphin ; and Bpecimeca of other kinds of fish are occasionally met with, 
but not m large numbers as compared with those which have been named. 

In his account of the island tiovemor Bealson gives a list of the fish 
known in 1809, in which he enumerates seventy-six kinds. The Samt 
Helena Almanac gives sixty-one or sixty-two as the number ; but it is 
probable that both the lists might be reduced very considerably, by taking 
out those which have received names on accoast merely of some imaginary 
difference from another of the same description of fish, and others of 
which specimena have not for many years been seen. The concluding 
paragraph of Governor Beatsou's remarks on the fish and the fishing of tha 
island shows that no change has token place in the kinds of fish most 
abundant near the shores since the time at which he wrote ; and the 
correctness of his observation, that " with so great a variety of fish, 
there is no doubt that the establishment of a proper fishery would be or 
vast advantage to the island," is fully concnrrea in by eveiy one who 
takes the trouble to inquire into the facts of the case. 

Of reptiles or noxious insects Saint Helena is almost entirely free; 
snakee there are none ; scorpions and centipedes are veij few and small ; 
rats are numerous enough, but take op their quarters principally in store- 
houses and other congenial localities : of the amaller insects, musquitoea 
are rather attentive to strangers, but they are neither so numerous nor so 
active as to cause much annoyance to any one who has known the banks 
of the Missisaipni or ^e pine swamps of Canada. 

If, however, Saint Helena enjoys a comparative freedom from the insect 
tribe generally, there is a member of the class that bu proved itself a most 



energetic and dettniotiTe one. Not indigenona to the isluid, nor even a 
naturalized sabject, but an invader from, as it is supposad, the coast 
of Africa, the utAite anf has done more miacbief in JameBtown, and 
ooneequently on the island generally, thoagh iadirectlv, than any other 
immi^ant of modem days. This squatter, as he would be styled in a new 
colony, made his first appearance in the island about twenty years ago, 
and although the attack on the timber in the hooses of Jamestown may 
have been made for some time veiy gently and gradually, there can be little 
doubt that it was begun shortly after the enemy had eetablished himself 
in the island. For some years the ravages of the white ant do not seem 
to have attracted much notice, and it is impossible to say whether the 
proprietors of houses looked upon the mischief being done as tbey would 
on that caused by a storm or any other operation of nature which, 
although beyond their control, wonld be transient, and ita eSecte within 
their power to remedy, or whether they submitted in silence to an evil 
admitting of no alleviation. 

It is certain, however, that until within the last five years or thereabout, 
no steps were taken, of an^ importance, to stay the ravages of the insects. 
The same system of buildmg tollowed during many years was continued, 
■ad materials of the same kind used in constructiug new houses or iu 
repairing old ones. The walls were built of etoue laid in a mud formed 
by mixing the volcanic earth of the island with water, and using it as a 
flubstitnte for mortar made of lime and sand. The mnd contracted as the 
water evaporated from it, and the interior of the walls became a series of 
Bitricate passages in every possible direction, affording to the iasecta a 
most safe and commodious abiding-placa ; nothing, in fact, could be 
contrived mOre suited to the habits of the destructive little mischief- 
worker, or more certain to secure its rapid increase, than providing it with 
BO congenial a neat as these mud walla proved to be. Then, as if to 
furnish fit and proper food for the occupant of the comfortable dwelling 
BO carefully contrived, the woodwork was all formed of the fir, commonly 
known as deal ; the ends of all beama inserted in the walls ; and great 
pieces built in hero and there to bind or tie the mesoary together. All 
this must have been very encouraging to the white ant, who probably did 
not puzzle hia brains to decide whether so liberal a provision for his 
natural re<juirements was the result of benevolent intentioua or not, but 
quietly enjoyed the good fortune he found thus thrown on him, and 
eierted himself to the extent of his power in eating up his favourite food 
as rapidly as it could be produced and placed ready for him. 

It IB to be regretted that a style of building so suited to the increase of 
this pest is even now adopted in many instances. The result, to niany 
houses in Jamestown, of the firm establiahment of the white ant, can 
hardly be imagined at first, although a few words embody the nature of 
the injury inflicted. The whole of the woodwork was destroyed — de- 
Btroyea as efFectnally, although not bo quickly, as if by fire, — in some cases 
the process going on gradually, from one part of a house to another, 80 
that a continued course of repair was required, the ants destroying one 
floor while another was being renewed ; and in other cases making a 
simcltaaeons attack on all parts of the house, rendering any partial repair 
entirely impracticable, and fairly driving the occupants into the Btr«eL 



This has literally bemt the case with maDy of the honses in Junestown, 
and eome are nowBtandiag einpt7,-aad, until rebuilt or the woodwork 
renewed, utterly useless. Otliers are occapied, sJthoiigli in most dsngeroua 
Gondition — the floors propped up in a dozen places, and great beama of 
wood stretching out into me streets as supports, to prevent the walls from 
tumbling outwards. A large piece of the heavy plaster ceiling in Saint 
Jaraes'a Chnrch soddenly fell down, from the laths and ceiling- joists 
having been destroyed. This occurred on a Saturday, about nine in tiie 
morning; had it been delayed twenty-four hours the troops woald have 
been attending Divine service, and the resnlt would have been a fearful 
loss of life. The entire ceiling of a bedroom in one of the principal 
housee in the town suddenly gave way from the same cause during a 
night when the usuai occupants of the room were for a few hoora absent, 
and other narrow escapes of similar kind are known to have occurred. 

Some proprietors are rebuilding their bouses with materials which defy 
the white ant,— stone, iron, aod asphalt, — and public attention generally 
has been drawn to the consideration of some method of mitigating the 
evil, if it cannot be entirely removed, by energetic steps on the part of the 
present Governor, Sir Charles Elliott. Their total eradication does not 
appear possible, as not only the houses, but the ground on which they 
stand, is infested by them ; and in the Gkivemor's garden, near the Castle, 
where the soil is soft and easily moved, containing a considerable amount 
of vegetable matter, they are to be found literally in thousands, and 
pieces of various kinds of wood placed there, with the view of ascertaining 
whether any and what description of timber could be f onnd to resist their 
attacks, were destroyed in a short space of time — some so completely that 
in four or five weeks scarcely a vestige could be found. Not only dif' 
ferent kiods of wood from almost every part of the world, bnt wood pre- 
pared in different ways, by coating or by thoroughly impregnating or 
saturating with chemical solutions, have been tried with almost the same 
result. Sulphate of copper, chloride of zinc, creosote, and other similar 
preparations have been tried, but without effect ; in a few weeks at the 
most the experimental pieces of wood have been found quite destroyed. 
The only timber which bas, op to the present time, not been found to he 
destroyed by the white ant is the Moulmein teak ; but the length of time 
during which it has been exposed is not yet snfBcient to render the fact of 
its p^ect immunity positive. The subject is, in connection with Saint 
Helena, so important and interesting, that a few remarks farther may be 
allowed. 

That the insects possess certiun instincts by which they condact thmr 
operations cannot be doubted ; yet their course of proceeding sometimea 
appears to be more that of caprice tiion of any fixed or determined line of 
action. That they possess peculiar instincts is not only certain, as being 
the unwavering law of nature throughout the animal kingdom, but it is 
made eminently so in some bouses in Jamestown, repaired with teak tim- 
ber, but of which the walls were of the kind before spoken of as being 
built with mud, and consequently swarming with white ants. In one 
instance some books and papers, favourite subjects of investigation and 
destruction by the white ants, had been placed on a teak winSow-board 
more than ao inch in thickness, and allowed to remain there a few days. On 
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lemtmn^ Uiem, or attempting to do so ratber, thev were found to be 
deBtroyea, a colony of irlkite ants having establiebea themselves in the 
midst of the pile. These insects had come from the masoiuy beneath the 
window-board, not by getting round it, but by boring a few small holes 
through it, guided by the knowledge, however obtained, that in a certain 
direction material suited for their pecnliar habits was to be found. 

Similar cases, in which, however, the window-boards were of deal, bare 
frequently occurred ; but they were less important, as the deal being itself 
liabls to be destroyed by the white ants, it was probable that they arrived 
at the papers by accident, while pursuing their ordinary course of proceed- 
ing in the wood, although, as the insect, in devouring the interior of the 
timber, always leaves the outer coat or surface iniact, it mi^ht be supposed 
to burrow under the papers, tearing as usual a sbin or thin film of wood 
eeparating its place of action from them ; but it was not so in all cases at 
least, the deal window-boards being merely perforated by small apertures, 
as if the insect had been in haste to arrive at what woidd thus appear to 
be a kind of food more desirable than the timber. In the case of the teak 
window -boards, however, it was evident that the insects became aware of 
the existence of the papers while separated from theu by an inch or more 
of teak. It was also clearly proved that teak, however objectionable to 
them as an object for destruction or of food, does not possess absolute 
powers of resistance, as they had bored holes through it. That they 
strongly object to teak has been as clearly proved by some of the experi- 
ments lately tried, in which pieces of teak and deal, placed in alternate 
layers, and firmly glued and nailed together, were buried in the earth. In 
a few weeks the deal was, in most instances, deetroyed, and the teak 
remained wdt^ured. 

A wonderful instance of their instinct and perBererance in followiDft 
tiieir impulses occurred lately in Jamestown. A partition was constructed 
across a gentleman's office, which did not reach to the floor oi ceiling 
above it, a space of about two feet, or perhaps a little more, being left 
open for ventilation. The earth below the partition, or the floor on which 
itwas placed, swarmed with white ants, and the ceiling above it — the floor 
of the room over the office, in fact — had been renewed shortly before with 
deal timber. 

The white ants became aware of this, and determined on attacking it. 
It is necessary to explain that when these insects, in migrating frar 
establishing outposts m>m their head-quarters, have to travel over the 
surface of any wall, they construct a covered passage, of a greyish brown 
colour and of semicircular shape, the width being rather less than half 
an inch, and in this they travel in comparative or perhaps fanaed 
eecnrity. 

In the instance referred to they started from the lower fioor, and pro- 
ceeded directly upwards to the top of the partition, fonniag sever^ of 
their covered passages as they ascended. On arrivingat the top the open 
gnlf between them and the object of their labour must have somewhat 
disheartened them ; but, true to their mstincts, they immediately set to 
work to continue their passages in the form of a hollow column or pillar 
ftbouttheaizeof a large swan-quU],risingupwards from the top of the parti- 
tion towards the flooi above it ; but they had ondertaken a task diey could 
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not perfonn. In tbe coime of a day or two their cohinnB fell dom, and 
slthoDgh with an omoant of ioitisct bordering on intelligence, and perse- 
TeroDce worthy of a better cause, they continued to work on day after 
da^, they did not encceed. Tbey widened the baee of their colnmn, on tbe 
principle of the Eddystone Lighthouse ; they built props against it until it 
looked like a mangrove tree on the banks of the Niger ; but tbey never 
Bucceeded in getting it more than a few inchee in height. When it 
became erident to Uiose who watched this curious proceeding, that the 
Insects were working in rain, their persererance wae tried by coatiauallT 
brewing down their column day otter day ; but they nerer ceased their 
exertions, repuring the damage patiently and perseveringly, and until the 
lost hoor of the passages and colmnns being allowed to i£sfignre the parti- 
tion, some determined fellow would be now and then Hen putting hia 
bead out at the top of the colomn, aa if calculating the distance to 
the desired object. 

ThB only apology I can offer for going a little further with the white 
ants, is the anxious desire of every one interested in Saint Helena to have 
their habits understood, in order to arrive at some meaus of defeating 
them. A small piece of railing in the interior of St. James's Church, 
which had been put up before white ants were introduced to tbe island, 
and which had remained nntonched by them while tbe adjoining parta 
were destroyed, was removed to the garden, and in a week had almost 
entirely disappeared. 

In the construction of one of the best honsee in the town many yearq 
•go two kinds of deal had been need — one of a light yellow, the other 
■ometbing darker, but both strictly deal or pine. The house was BO 
much damaged by the white anta within a few years past, that the 
proprietor decided on renewing the interior entirely, and handed it over 
to the carpenters, who found, on taking down what remained of the 
woodwork, that these two kinds of deal had been mixed up in a manner 
apparently experimental, hut not so, probably, in reality : thua the frame 
m some part was of one kind, while the enclosed portion was of the 
other, — joined together by tenons, glue, and nails, in almost every form 
of connection known to carpenters. The lighter-colonred wood was very 
tnach damaged, and the other nntonched, by tbe white ants ; this gave 
rise to the inquiry whether the latter possessed any principle obnoxioaa 
to tbe insects, and portions of it were taken to other places in the 
town, where they were immediately attacked, and in a few weeka qnite 
destroyed. 

The honsee in Jamestown, especially those towards the npper part of 
the town, are exposed to serious injury from a cause leas easy to guard 
against than the destructive little white ant — the liability of rocks falling 
from the hills on each side of tbe town. Many of these overhang their 
base BO far, or are so slightly retained in their position by surrounding 
material, that after long-continued rsun it happens sometimes that one 
gets detached, and in rolling down the hill tears np others, and the 
whole, like a stream, rushes down into the valley. Fortunately these 
occurrences, although impending, are not frequent; and in several 
instances rocks have fallen into tBe town without causing loes of life or 
moch damage to prop^ty. 
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It 18 not slwajs bo, however ; for on the 10th of Julj, 1863, a fall of 
rockB on the eastern side of the to*n occurred, which broke into and 
nearly reduced to ruins eight or nine houses : two peraonB lost their 
lives, and several others were injured. The Governor has since caused 
a nnmber of trees to be planted near the base of the hill, which, if allowed 
to grow up, may prove of signal benefit in orreating the falling rocks on 
future o< 



CHAPTER Xni. 

FOFUIATION, TRADE, ABKDII8TKAT10N, iSD SOCIAL COHBITION OF THE 
ISLAND. 

The population of Saint Helena nnmbeiB about 6,500, exclusive of the 
military and tbe casual, such as seamen and passengers. A census, taken 
~i the 7th of April, 1861, gave as the number of inhabitants, 5,496 ; 



garrison, 948 ; and shippiog, 416 ; in all, 6,860. Of this number, about 
3,200 dwell pennanentiy in Jamestown, exclusive of the troops in the 
barracks ,* and the number of housee in Jamestown in actual occupation 



m^ be stated as about 1! 

The island exports nothing of its own prodnction except as supplies to 
shipping in vegetables and poultry ; and as the inhabitants depend 
entirely, or nearly so, on other places for cattle, rice, flour, potatoes, and 
aome other articles absolutely necessary for food, the trade may be con- 
eidered almost entirely an import one, as furniture, and all manufactured 
articles for domestic or personal use, as well as the aecessary supplies of 
stores for tbe shipping in the shape of canvas, cordage, salted and preserved 
meats, wines, ana liquors, are from Europe, and the latter merely placed in 
stores by the importers, until transferred to vessels from the eastward. The 
geographical position of the island being far removed from the track of 
Mailing ghipi from Europe to the East, although tUamen sometimes pass 
within sight, it neither derives nor imparts any benefit in connection with 
tbe outward bound trade ; but, situated exactly in tbe track of the home- 
ward bound sailing ships, it is a welcome halting-place for a short rest 
after the heavy bufieting ot the Indian and Cape Seas, and ie thus enabled 
to confer benefits which in return afford to it the means of continuing to 
do BO. There are several mercautile and shipping agencies, deriving a 
very handsome retnrn for their investmentfi, the number of ships calling 
in during the year being about 1,100. Those which actually paid tonnage 
duty during the years 1857 to 1862, both incloeive, were 5,921 in number, 
averaging 987 in a year, and measuring 3^ million of tons, or 682,344 
tons a year. 

There are, in addition to these mercantile or wholesale houses, some 
nine or ten retail dealers or shopkeepers in Jamestown, whose buainess is 
not confined to one particular line or description of goods, but who keep 
for sale all kinds of things, in drapery, grocery, china, and general line. 
The assortment is perhaps better than might be expected, and the shop- 
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keepers bay honsee and lands, educate their chndren in England, take & 
trip there sometimes themeelves, keep dogs, horses, and carriages, and 
tftke ont ehootin^ licences. The (kivemment is rested in the Ouvemor, 
who is also, in virtue of bis office, Vice-Admiral at the station, and is 
■Bsisted by a Conncil, consisting of the Colonial Secretary, the Officer 
commanding Qie troops, and the Qaeen's AdTocate. 

The members of Council are styled Honourable ; and iu the event of the 
Oovemor's death or absence from the colony, his duties devolve on the 
Colonial Secretary. Local ordinances are passed by the Glovemment, but 
do not take elfect until approved by her Majesty. 

The head of the Judicial establishment is " His Honour the Chief 
Judge," and he is assisted by the " Queen's Advocate." The Sheriff 
holds his appointment as an honoraiy one. There are three or four 
Kentlemen licensed to act as attorneys, but they do not all practise. There 
is ft Vice-Admiralty Court, the operations of which are in connection with 
the slaves captured bv H. M. ships off the West Coast of Africa, and sent 
to Baint Helena for adjudication. There is also a Court of Commissioners, 
equivalent to the Court of Mixed CommissicD of several other places, for 
the trial of offences committed on the high seas. Minor cases of local 
occurrence are brought before a salaried Police Magistrate, and informa- 
tions, &c., are taben by unpaid Justices of the Peace or magistrates, residing 
in various parts of the island. There is a police force, consisting of a 
Buperintenaent; a sergeant, and some ten or twelve policemen, whose 
services fortunately are not often required for anything more serious than 
bearing off some jolly tor with too much wine aboard to the station- 

The majority of the inhabitants being Episcopalians, and with few 
exceptions Protestants, the Church establishment is, of course, that of 
England. The island is divided into parishes, and clergymen are 
appointed to each. The establishment consists of the Metropolitan fth« 
Bishopof Cape Town), the Bishop of the Diocese, which includes, besides 
Saint Helena, the islands of Ascension, Tristan d'Acunba, and the Falk- 
land Islands, together with some stations on the eastern coast -of Sonth 
America, and six clergymen, whose duties are apportioned in the parishea 
according to the requirements of each one. Tnere are also two military 
chaplains, one for the Protestants and one for the Roman Catholic portion 
of the troops in the garrison. The Baptist Mission Church is under a 
clergyman of that persoasion, assistea by lav members, and is well 
attended. The educational eatabliBhrnentispresiaedoverby an "Inspector 
and Superintendent of Schools," and an annual grant of £680 is allowed by 
Government for educational purposes. The bead school in Jamestown is 
of course the fiist on the list, although not so numerously attended aa 
some others^ This, with the " under school," the " girls' school," and a 
school for Africans, are called Government schools. There are in all 
thirteen or fourteen schools, including those in the country, attended by 
about 850 scholars, and one private ladies' school in Jamestown. 

The civil hospital is a large and well-conducted establishment, of great 

lienefit to the poorer classes of inhabitants as well as to seamen. The 

colonial surgeon is assisted in his duties by a dispenser, and the necessary 

(tfoff of bubordinatea. The parish bosineeo is conducted by a board M 
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goardians and overseen of the poor, with the attendanoe of a modical 
officer. 

The CuBtoms' deportment comprises A collector and comptroller, who 
has four Bssistant officers, with the usual sutMrdinate staff of landing 
waiters. The office is a oonveuiently arranged building, with large store- 
rooms for bondiog goods in. 

The " time office " is an establishment at great atilitjr to shipping. It 
ie situated in s position clearly open to the genend anchora^^, ana a whita 
ball is dropped daily from a mast-head at noon, local mean time, and again 
at one o'clock, Greenwich mean time, the difference of time being 22 min. 
55 sec, dne to west longitnde 5" 42' 30". The anperinteiidence of the 
establishment is rested in the office of the Colonial Engineer, who is in 
charge of all public buildings and other property of the local government, 
roads, bridges, water supply, &c. 

The post-office is nnder Uie management of a local postmaster, assisted 
by clerks, whose duties in the office are light enough generally, as them 
is no branch post-office or mail delivery ont of JameBtown, Once a 
month, however, there is a little stir andtiustle on the arrival of the mail- 
steamer from the Cape, bringing not only whatever correspondence there 
may be from the East, but also the letters and news from England, some 
two months old or nearly so, and which, strange as it may seem, passed 
the island within fifty, or at most one hundred miles, a month or six 
weeks before. The Union Mail Company's boats leave England on the 
, 8th of each month for the Cape, frequently passing within sight of the 
island on the outward voyage, but only calling on the return voyage at 
Saint Helena and Ascension, with letters and passengers. The Diamond 
Steam Shipping have bi-monthly boats, which call at Saint Helena on the 
outward nassaga. Bach of them delivera the mails and tsJKes others on 
board, ana after a stay of about six hours, leaves for Ascension. Some idea 
may be formed of the rush st the post-office in the anxiety to obtain 
letters, in order to reply, if possible, by the same vessel, and of the vexa- 
tion afterwards when, on cool reflection of the nature of such harried 
answers, some of them cannot be recalled. The fact being that the 
steamers go out to the Cape first, and call M Saint Helena and Asoension 
on the rttum wyage <m^, it is not easy to understand why the monthly 
notice in English papers shoold pot forth that the steamer — Saixm, or 
Roman, or whichever it may be^will leave on snob a day with the mails 
for Ascmtitm, Saint Hdena, and tho Cape. The inconvenianoe attending 
the present arrangement is very great, and in days of rapid intercommu-^ 
nication there should not exist snch an anomaly as that a person in Saint 
Helena, wishing to send a letter to the Cape, a place within seven or eight 
days' steaming, should find the quickest course for his letter in sending it 
to England, to be sent thence to its destination. 

The Liberated African department is under the sapervision of the 
senior commissariat officer at the station, and takes chsrge of the negroes 
brought to the island in or from the vessels oaptured by ber Majesty'a 
ships employed in the suppression of the slave trade on the Weet Coast 
of Africa. On their arrival these rescued negroes are taken to the estab- 
lishment at Rupert's Valley, and lodged in the buildings erected for the 
purpose, and are kept there until suitable opportonitiea offer for forwaid- 
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ing &taa to the West Indies. During their detentioii at Bttpert's, which 
aouietimes lasts for several months, they are carefolly attended to, well 
clothed and fed, and the sick lodged in a separate building fitted up as an 
hosDital, which is visited doily hj a medical officer. 

The difference in their condition after a short stay at Bapert'a, from 
what it was at the tJme of their arrival, is most striking. Worn almost to 
skeletons in the hold of a slave-Bhip, the hotrota of which must be seen 
to be understood, the poor creatures on lauding crouch down in the sit- 
ting position to which they have been restricted for weeks ; emaciated, 
dirty, loathsome to the sight, and apparently regardless of everything 
about them, or of what is to be their next change. They present little 
more resemblance to human beings than do their own carved fetishes or 
grierees. A few weeks of kind and careful treatment, nourishing food, 
and enforced habits of cleanliness, produce a wonderful change in their 
appearance and manner ; they move with quickness and activity, walk 
erect, and chatter like their country's parrots. Being excellent imitators, 
they soon pick up from the assistant superintendent a series of motions 
in unison, sit down in rows to their meals at a motion of his hand, jilmp 
np at another, clap thdr hands, take off their caps, give three cheers, and 
replace their caps, all with the alacrity and precision of time of well- 
truned soldiers, or nearly v>- 

Speaking of their caps : they do not seem qnite to appreciate that article 
of attire at first, regarding it rattier as an encumbrance until, either by 
permissioD or when unobserved — it is not known which, — they stick the 
feather of a fowl or a brass button into it, when it acqairas a value in 
relation to the amount of ornament, and is submitted to and displayod 
accordingly. They are clothed shortly after landing ; uid as the clothing 
is not " made to meflsnre," but large enough to suit " all comers," the 
sMe of fit is sometimes rather droll, and no doubt is to them a source 
of much perplexity. A large proportion of the number are yoong twya 
of from seven to fifteen years rf age, and it is very amusing to watch 
these urchins from the road which lesds round Rupert's Hill. Their pky 
appears to be iu ronning after each other, and dodging in and out among 
the groups sitting or standing about ; and sometimes a little fellow of 
" i feet high, who by some, to htm, mysterious dispensation, has become 
essed of clothes that might tit a man of twice his hei^t, is chased by 
3 half-dozen boys bigger than himself. The sleevea of his jacket, 
and the continuations of his nether garments being twice the length of 
the limbs encased in them, he is in something the same plight witit 
Dickens's " Artful Do<lger," except that, not having acquired the experience 
possessed by that young gentleman in the management of his drees, he ia 
much imp«ied in his course by its superfluity. With one hand he 
manages tolerably well to secure the sleeves, and with the other he 
clutches convulsively the more difficult lower appendages ; he has nearly 
reached the goal, his porsners being almost as much impeded by then- 
-clothes as he is, when suddenly his cap, being rather large, is taken off by 
a puff of wind ; tnBtinctii|ely he grasps at the fly-away, but in doing so 
drops what he was so assiduonaly holdine up, and down he goes like a 
shot ,' the others tomble over him, and form a tableau vivaiU in a con- 
<iised mass of woolly heads and striped cotton. Perhaps in his straggleH 
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to get on his legs, tlie litUe fellow, by gome [irocesa whollj imkiiowii to 
himself, gsta ont ai hia lower gumenta, and nig look of aBtoniahment at 
the feat ne has perfonned ib something comical. He etaoda parfeotl; 
^hsst for a moment at the min he hB« oaaeed in thus breaking himself 
to pieces, aa he eTidentty thinka he haa done, bat, soon recovering his 
preaence of mind, he indacta himself Into the ganneot with an outward 
show of mnch Mtiafaction. 

The women are dressed in long loose gowns aecnred romid && body — 
waist would hardly be a anitable word, — and at first seem aboat aa nncom- 
fortable in their new style of raiment aa they well can, evidently wishing 
it at the bottom of the Bed Sea, or any otiier oonvenient piece of water 
with the geography of which they are perhaps better acquainted ; but they 
Boon become accustomed to it, and like it well enough. 

A short time ago a number of these rescued negroes were enlisted for 
the 6th West India Regiment, then bein^ newly raised, and in an incre- 
dibly short space of time were chaneed into aomething ao different from 
their former state, that no one could have recognised, in the erect, well 
set up, confident soldier, the miserable, crouching, degraded being that 
was sqaatting down, a heap of diseaae and filth, on the atony beach 
at Bupert'a a few montha before. That much of this alteration and 
improvement was doe to the officers of the Saint Helena Regiment and 
to the driU-eergeanta ia tndispatable ; hot unless the required intelligence 
had exieted in a latent form, ready for development when properly treal«d, 
so great a change could not have been produced by any human agency. 
The smart Zouave dress was particularly pleaaing to the recruits ; the 
boots, from which they must have aufEered moat unmitigated torture, were 
eapecially valued, the delight of polishing them frequeotly inducing the 
wearer to walk across the barrack aqoare for an excuse to repeat the 
operation on hia return. Their aalnte to an officer when passing nim was 
evidently considered among the high privileges of their new life, and it ia 
eztremely doubtful whether any monarch of Ashantee or Congo was ever 
more conscious of his dignity than the lucky fellowa who were appointed 
to be Unce-corporala, One hundred and fifty-five of these men left the 
island in April, 1864, for Jamaica. 

The captors of the slaves and of alave vesaela receive for each of the 
former five pounda sterling, and five pounds per ton measurement for the 
latter, and the vessels on airiving at Saint Helena are adjudicated and 
condemned ; they are then sold by public auction nnder the condition that 
they are to be immediately broken ap. 'I'here are, it must be supposed, 
good and sufficient reaaons why aome of the finest models afloat, sometimes 
quite new, and obtdned at certainly not a low price, should be aold to make 
firewood for the fiftieth part of what they are worth oa aailing vessels. 
The naoiber sent to Saint Helena during uie year 1S63, and condemned, 
waa three. The number of rescued negroes sent to the island during the 
year was 1,026. 

The island of S^nt Helena is remarkable for the number and extent of 
its local, social, and charitable institutiona, aome of which have been 
eatablished many years, and none are of very recent date ; so that there 
seems little doubt at present of the firm and sonud nature of the inatitu- 
tiouB themselves, eupportad aa they are by voluntary aubacriptions of the 
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members, chiefl; natives of the ialaDd, uid not likely to leare it Occa- 
pjing B promineDt place unoag these iiiBtitntions is the Hechanice' 
Society ; not what is commoolv known a« a mechanics' institnte, bat 
Mtabliahed and maintained for cnaritable pnrposeB. It has been in exist- 
ence since 1838, and numbers about 310 members. It includes all clssses 
of the community, and its objectB are " for the pnipoae of affording relief 
to members during illness, annuities to widows and orphana, and defray- 
ing funeral expenses of members and of their wives. An entrance fee, 
and monthly Enbscription, according to the age of applicants for admis- 
sion, of moderate amount, entitle the memb^ to those benefits aftei a 
certain period of regular subscription. 

The Social Society was established in 1845, and nnmbers serenty-nine or 
eighty members. The object of this society is to raise from time to time, 
by Tolnntanr contributions, in addition to subscription among the mem- 
bers, a fnna for the benefit of widows and orphans of members, and for 
bnrial allowance. Its terms of entrance and subscription are on a hi^er 
scale than those of the Mechanics' Society, and its rates of relief corre- 
spondingly liberal. 

The Poor Society datesfrom 1844, and its members are B0me365 in nnm- 
ber. The suhscription is a small sum, paid monthly ; and it seems almost a 
matter of smprise that the benefits conferred in the shape of aUowancea to 
nek and infirm members, and burial expenses in case of death, can be kept 
vp oat of so small an amount of receipts. These societies appear to be 
Tery well condocted, and are deservedly popular among the inhabitants. 

There are several other societies similar in general principles to those 
referred to, but combining other objects, or differing, perhaps, io soma 
points of detail. Theee are the Church Society, the objects rf which are 
the extension of the Chnrch of England thronghout the colony and diocese, 
the sapport of clergymen, establishment of sehools, and the dissemination 
of the gospel ;— the Banevolent Society, which at its own expense main- 
tains four free schools in the island, and the objects of which are the 
diffiisioD of religions and moral instruction among ue lower classes of the 
island, and such other acts of charity and benevolence as may be deemed 
advisable and come within the means of the society ; — the Benefit Society, 
the objects of which are stated to be " the appropriation of the fnuds of 
the society for the sole benefit of the subscnbers." The Annuity Fund 
is open to all claasee of society, and the payment of certain rates of sub- 
scription entitles the member's widow and children to a coireaponding 
annuity. The Island Society is for the purpose of " aiding in the oevelop- 
ment of the resources of the island. There are two Freemasons' lodges — 
one the Saint Helena Lodge, No. 488, established in 1846 ; and the other 
the Old Rock Lodge, No. 912, egtablished in 1862. The latter, although 
not restricted to military members, is at present composed of that branch 
of the community alone. 

The military force of the island consists of artillery, engineers, and 
infantry, militia, and volunteers. The militia are a very valuable local 
force, and would do good service, as the majority are men accustomed to 
the precipitous ravines and ridges, and who walk with perfect ease and 
confldenoe on paths where nothing hut a goat — except themselves— would 
venture. And the volunteers are a select body, well milled, and accustomed 
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to tbe nae of tho rifle. The latter have a verj good bond, made ap from 
amongBt themseWes, and maintained at considerable expense for instni- 
moita and miuric. There is one newspapet, a weekly pablication, called 
the OaanUait, which gives the local news, contains the advertiaemNita ot 
auctions, shipping intuligence, a monthly snmmaiy of European intelli- 
gence, and oornspondenta' letters. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

RBVBNDB, tXFEHDITCBX, iSD IMPOBTS OW BAniT EBLBNA. 

Tax unonnt of rerenne tor the year 1859 was £20,736, of which £16,062 
were cttBtoms dnea, and £675 for wine and spirit licences. The remainder 
was from a variety of local sources, sales of Govemmant landa, assessed 
taxes, postage, &c. The actual eroenditure daring the year amounted to 
£20,175, of which £1],8B6 were for sakries and maintenance of public 
officials and establishments, £2,659 for public works and buildings, roads, 
streets, and bridges. 

In the Buccoeding year, 1860, the actnal rOTenue of the island amoonted 
to £23,168, of which £16,610 were from the cnstoma, £787 from wine 
and spirit licences, £1,260 from the proceeds of an estate forfeited by a 
conviction for felony, and the remainder from the osual sources of 
revenue — assessed taTies, postage, sales of Qovemment property, &c. The 
actnal expenditure daring' the year was £22,294, of which salaries and 
pnblio establishments took £12,096 ; works and baUdings, roads, streets, 
and bridges, £1,475. 

The total value of articles imported into the island daring the years 
1859 and 1860 was £120,181 and £124,037 respectively ; but of these 
articles many were merely landed to be reahipped, such as oil from 
the American whaling ships, and other goods. The amount or value of 
exports is stated, for the two veors, as £21,465 and £10,896. In the year 
1660 the nomber of horses miported was 9 ; of oxen, 267 ; sheep and 
goats, 2,202 ; of beer, 217 hogsheads, and 8,242 dozens ; of flour, '3,208 . 
pack^esj voioed at £5,960 ; of rice, 10,857 baes ; of spirits, 6,389 gallons ; 
and of wine, 72,809 gallons. The number of horaes m the island in that 
year was 230; of homed cattle, 1,625 ; of sheep, 4,230 ; and of goats, 
eetimeled as about 670. The average prices of articles of food were,— 
bread, 4d. to 5d. per lb. ; beef. Is. to Is. 3d. ; mutton Is. to Is. 3d. ; 
coffee. Is. to Is. 6d. ; tea, 2s. to 2s. 6d. ; sugar, 4d. to 6d. ; butter, 2s. to 
2s. 6d. ; cheese, 2b. ; rice, 2d. ; Cape wine, of ordinary quality, 6b. per 
gallon ; brandy, 30s. per gallon ; and tobacco, 2s. per lb. 

In that year, 1660, the quantity of cultivated land was ascertuned to be 
1,133 acres j pasture, 6,652 ; and waste land, abont 21,515, assuming the 
area of the island to be 47 square miles, or 30,300 acres. The number of 
birtlis registered during the year was 149, and of deaths, 193. Of the 
latter, 62 were under ten years of age, 13 over 70, and 4 over 90. 
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During the 3'ear 1863 the arponnt of rerenne waa £23,616 ; of which 
£8,272 was from duties psid at the CuBtom-honse, on apirite, wine, and 
beer ; the fees paid for wharfage, tonnage, permits, and usual customs 
cbarges amounted to £5,984 ; and the supply of water to ehipping pio- 
ducea tlie sum of £996. The sums paid for licences for liie BtQeof wises 
and Bpirita amounted to £825, and including the licences for other pursuits 
to £1,290. The remainder of the revenue vas made npfrom taxes, sales, 
and rent of Government lands, and the other ordinary Bources of inland 
revenue. The total expenditure during the year amounted to £23,616. 

The expense of the Civil establishment, with contingent expenditure, 
amounted to £14,562 ; the judicial, to £3,606 ; the eccleeiaatical, [o £676 ; 
miscellaneouH expenditure, to £4,374 ; and peDsiona, to £398. Included 
in this expenditure is the sum of £5,714 for public huildinga and works, 
including roads. The total value of all imports in the year 1863 waa 
estimated at £110,537, and that of exports at £24,107, Included in the 
imports were 21 horses, 226 oxen, 2,662 sheep, 6,673 gallons and 11 casks 
of apirita, 73,017 gallons of wine, 72 hogsheads and 8,980 dozens of beer, 
and 6,800 bags of rice. The deliveries from the Customs' bonded ware- 
houses for island consumption included 3,690 gallons of spirits, 66,1^ 
gollona of wine, 81 hogsheads and 900 dozens of Deer. 

In reference to the sums named as the valnee of imports and exports, it 
is to be remembered that a large proportion of the imports are merely 
deposited in the island, as in a large storehouse, until suitable opportunities 
offer for forwarding them to their destination. Thus, in the year 1863, 
the value of whale oil brought to Saint Helena by ve^els engaged in 
the Boathem whale fishery, for the purpose of being transhipped to other 
vessels, and forwarded, or exported, to the United States, or to Europe, 
was £18,480, and of whalebone, £1,250. Old copper from vessels broken 
up on the beach, such as condemned alavera, and valued at £1,515, is also 
included in the value of exports. Empty casks, which had previouely been 
brought to the island with wine or spirits, and valued at £692, are included ; 
and BO with other things : the only part which comes strictly within the 
meaning of colonial export being, perhaps, a portion of the £625, the 
value of the wool exported during the year. The number of vessek callmg 
at the island was 927, of which 32 were ships of war of various nations. 
The tonnage of the merchant yesaels, moil steamers, and whalers was 
registered at 536,368 tans ; 823 of these paid tonnage and port charges. 

During the year, 110 births were registered, and 149 deaths ; of the 
latter, 41 were under 10 years, 5 over 60, 16 over 70, and 9 were upwards 
of 80 years of age. These returns showed favourably, when compared 
with the previous years, 1861 and 1862 ; the births and deaths registered 
in those years being, in 1861, 103 births and 211 deaths, and in 1862, 113 
and 162. The number of schools and of scholars attending them is stated 
in the official returns for the three years 1861, 2, and 3, as 16, 14, and 13 
schools, with 1,000, 946, and 851 scholars. 

The area of the island being estimated at 30,300 acree, and the average 
amount of cultivated land at 1,133 acres, the quantity under crop in 
1863 amounted to 449 acres, of which 225 were sown with wheat, 80 
with barley and oats, and 144 produced rocta of varions kinds, chiefly 
turnips and mangd-wuizel. The pastuis land was eatimated at 7,662 



nGoo^L' 



BURT BBLBNA DNDBB THI "OLD" UST INDU OOUPAHT. 77 

terw, and the nncnldvated land at 2lfil5 aorea. The nnmber of borsea 
ia the island was 250 ; of horned cattle, 1,200 ; of sheep, 4,200 ; of goats, 
aboDt 600 ; and of donkeys, a most tuefal animal in Samt Helena, about 



CHAPTER XV. 

UIBT BEUEHA DNDBB THK "old" UST INSU OOHFANT. 

Stabtiho from a few yearn prior to the eatahltshment of the famons 
East India Gompanv, we read that the ishtnd, the subject of these pages, 
was discovered on the 2Ist of May, 1501, by Don Juan do Nova, who was 
In command of certain vessels returning to Fortnga) from India. The 
credit of the discovery has been given to the celebrated voyager Vasco da 
Gams, bat the testimony ia in favour of De Nova, who gave to his newly 
found territory the name of Helena, the mother of the Emperor Con- 
■tantine ; the day of its disooveiy being that of the anniversary of hat 
birth. 

It is traditionally recorded that De Nora lost one of his ships on the 
rocky coast of the island, and snoh an event is not nnlibely to have 
occurred. He is ssid to have found seals, sea-lions, and turtle on the 
shores, bat no animals inland ; and from this period dates the tradition 
that the interior of the island was one entire forest, and that the cliSjg 
overhanging the sea were covered with gumwood trees. From that tdme 
until 1513 nothing of interest appears to have occurred with regard to the 
Island, but in that year a Portuguese nobleman who had deserted from the 
army commanded by Alphonso Albaquerque, and joined the Indian 
commander Mocns, was delivered up to his former commander on the 
occasion of a victory gained by the Portuguese near Ooa, and having been 
fearfully mntilated in punishment for his desertion, was sent with other 
similarly degraded apostates OQ board ship to return to Europe. 

This nobleman, Fernandez Lopez by name, nnwilliug to return to his 
native country in his mangled and degraded condition, requested to be left 
at Saint Helena ; on the vessel is which he had embarked touchioK there 
for water, and his request being granted, he was landed accordingly, and 
by the kindness of the captain of the ship, provided withagood supply of 
poultry, some goats and nogs, and permitted to retain some negro slavee 
who hod been Drought from Madagascar in the vessel. 

This was the first settlement on the island, and shortly afterwards some 
ships from India called in and furnished Lopes with seeds snd plants, 
togetlier with a quantity of wild fowl, the whole ot which succeeded so 
well that in a short time the little community were abundantly supplied 
with all the actual necessaries of life in their secluded abode. Lopes 
appears to have been a man of considerable energy, and possessed of 
knowledge and taste iu all matters likely to conduce to the well-doing of 
the inhahitanls of his little oolony ; he selected the most stiiuble t^oti 
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for the varioDB fniita and vegetables, with tb« meds of whicli he had been 
ftmished, and bo weU muuged the breedine; of the atock left witb him, 
that when he was remoTed from the islana, after hsTing resided tbero 
ftboQt four TOOTS, the whole had increased to such an extent that the face 
of the coQQtrf was orerapiead with them. 

After the departure of Lopez, the island continned to improve so mnoh 
that it became an established stopping-place for the Portngoeee in their 
Toj-aKee from India, not merely on aocount of water and fresh provisionB, 
but Euso aa a sanitarium for sailors apd troops anSering from scarvy and 
other diseases incident to long confinement in crowded ships, asta who 
were left at Saint Helena to be picked np by aome ancceeding veaeel when 
BoSciently recovered to proceed on their voyage. The Portuguese at that 
time enjoyed a very profitable trade with India, and the importance of 
keeping the existence of Saint Helena nnknown to other Enropean 
oonntriea was so apparent to them that every endesvoor was made to 
prevent its becoming known. This, however, could only be done in a 
negative way, and it ia rather a matter of sniprise that they ancceeded in 
keeping the secret t« themselves so long ; for of the vessels that called at 
the isluid, some must have contained passengers or crews who did not 
feel that interest in the affaire of Portngal, that wonld effectively close 
their montha on the subject of Saint Helena, when in other parts of the 
world than Portugal ; and although the best outward and homeward tracks 
for sailing vessels were not at that time so well known as they have since 
become, yet any vessel bound from the East to Europe, and following the 
most obviously direct and favom^ble course, conld hardly avoid sighting 
the island: 

It seems difficult to believe that it was not seen by any English 
navigator ; but no such event is recorded nntil 16S6, when Captain 
Cavendish, returning from hia circnmnavigating voyage, got aight of 
Saint Helens on the Stb of June in that year. He anchored his ship on 
the following day, and, in his own worda, " About two or three o'clock in 
the afternoon we went on shore in Chappell Yalley, where we found an 
exceeding fair and pleasant valley, wherein divers handsome buildings 
and houses were set np ; and one particularly, which was a church, was 
tiled, and whitened on the outside very fair, and made with a porch ; and 
within the church at the npper end was set an altar," &c. 

He afterwards goes on r— "There are two houses adjoining to the 
church, on each aide one, which served for a kitchen to dreaa meat in, 
with necessary rooms and houses of office. The coverings of the said 
houses are made flat, where ia planted a very fair vine ; and through both 
the said houses runneth a good and wholesome stream of fresh water," 
Near the church was a cross, "sonared, framed, and made very artificially 
of freestone, whereon ia carved m ciphers what time it was built, whi(£ 
was in the year of our Lord 1671." 

The fig trees appear to have been especially admired by Cavendish ; 
" for on every tree yon may see bloaaoma, green figs, and ripe figs all at 
once, and it is so all the year long." The cause of this gr^t fertility is 
stated by him to be "that tbe island standeth so near the enn." 
Partridgea were abnndant. " Yon cannot go," he says, " fen or twelve 
■core paces but you shall spring one or two oovc^ st least" Qoats wno 
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•my nmneronB. In his quaint lanKoage be describeg the flocks ss consist- 
ing of " one or two hnndred togeUier, snd sometimes ynu may see tliem 
go in a flock almoet a mile long ; some of them are as big as an ass, with 
a mane like e. horse, and a beard hanging down to the veir ground. 

In the ysGiT 1591 the first English expedition to India sailed from 
London, and Captain Kendall, of the ship Royal Merchant, visited Saint 
Helena on the voyage. The expedition consiBted of three ships, only 
one of which, the BonaierUure, Captain Lancaster, sncceeded in reaching 
India. Captain Lancaster, after many disasters, visited Saint Helena on 
his retom voyage in April, 1593. 

In 1596 a second English expedition sailed for India, but of the three 
ships of which it consisted not one retomed ; but the prospects of a wide 
field for commercial operations were now so enconraging, that, in no war 
daunted by the misfortunes attending the two attempts that had met witn. 
such disaster, the formation of the East India Company was shortly 
afterwards commenced, and ratified by Queen Elizabeth in 1600. The 
Company began their operations with a capital of seventy-two thonsand 
pounds, the greater port of which was expended in the parchase of four 
ships, that immediately sailed for India under the command of Captain 
Lancaster, who had previously commanded the Bonav«ittitre. These 
vessels were more fortunate than those which had gone before, as they 
Teaohed their destination in safety. Negotiations for trading were con- 
cluded, and two of the ships sailed for England, loaded with spicee ; and 
the others, with Captain Lancaster, soon afterwards foUowea them, hot 
enconniering rough weather off the Cape of Good Hope, pnt into Saint 
Helena for repairs, and then, proceeaing on their voyage, arrived in 
England in S^tember, 1603. The utility of Saint Helena ws« not, 
however, yet fully recognized, althongh the Dutch end Spaniards, in 
addition to the English, frequently called at the island ; and the 
Portngnese, who had hititerto held posseeuon of it, abandoned it early 
in the ]7tb c^toiy. 

T%e Dntch, who had snbsequentlv taken possession of the island, 
established a colony at the Cape, ana left Saint Helena in 1651. The 
East India Companv, who had now assumed a prominent position, took 
possession of the island immediately after the Dutch had abandoned it, 
and formed a settlement apon it for the purposes of their ships trading 
to India, and ten years afterwards obtained from King daarles the 
Second a charter confirming their posseBsion of the island. 

In virtue of this charter the Company were authorized to oonatruct 
works of defence, and to supply the yonng settlement with stores of 
every kind reqoired for the eetaofishment and maintenance of a colony. 
The powers of framing laws and inflicting punishments were also granted 
to the G-ovemor and Company, and, in fact, all the rights and privilegea 
usually considered as the prerogatives of despotic Qovemm^ts were 
embodied in the charter ; and if not speoiBcally described as snob, the 
power of exercising them was easily to be extracted from the loose word- 
mg of the docnment. 

It appears, from the acconnta of the island recorded in Anderson's 
" BistoiV of Commerce," althongh the whole of the afiairs are not given 
in detail, that the- Dutch regretted having abandoned the island, and 
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taking ad-rantage of the difficalty tbe Compan; found in getting out 
stores and munitionB of wax in ihe ^ear 1665, when .Great Britain was at 
war with Holland, they made a aucceeaful attack on Saint Helena, and 
again took poaaesaion of the island. They were driven out again, how- 
ever, in less than a jear, the Companj' having obtained ahipa and troops 
from England. 

The ezpedienoj of conBtnicting works of defence now became apparent 
to the Company ; and the population of tbe little colony having received a 
considerable increase hy the arrival from England of a IwKe nomber 
of people who had lost their properties in the great fire in London in 
1666, the neceasary amount of labour for the pnrpoae waa at hand, 
and accordingly a small port or redoubt waa conBtmcted in James's Valley, 
which, as well as the fort, was boaonred with the same of the Dnke of 
York, afterwarda King James the Second. From that time until 1672 m 
1673, no authentic records are in exietence of the events which occurred: 
the names of the Govemois are said to have been Dutton, Stringer, 
Swallow, Coney, and Bennett. 

In the year 1672, when under the government of Captain Beale, an 
attempt was made by the Dutch to retake the island, bnt on their Irat 
attack at Lemon Valley they were repulsed by qnsntitiea of stones 
rolled down upon them from the high mountains on each dde of the 
ravine. They withdrew for the night, out early on the following morning 
they again landed, and succeeded in reaching the interior at a part neai 
High Peak. Varions traditions are extant about the manner in which 
the landing and subsequent ascent were brought to a successful t«nnina- 
tion ; it is said that a planter near Bwanley Valley guided the enemy up 
the dilBcult pass, and it is also asserted that it was one of thia planter a 
slaves who did so ; it matt«Ts little whether either of the accounts is 
correct; the enemy had obtained poBsession of the heights and interior of 
the island, and pushed on towards Jamestown. Some skinnishiog took 
place at one or two points, and on the Dutch forces arriving at Ladder 
Hill, the Governor, perceiving the utter uselessness of attempting to hold 
Fort James against them, retired with the members of his Government on 
board some Trench and English ships lying at anchor, and the island 
became again a Dutch colony. 

The officer placed in charge by the commander of the ei^dition did 
not, however, enjoy his newly acqnired dignitf any great length of time ; 
the e:-Govemor Beale and his followers soiled towards the coast of South 
America, and shortly afterwards arrived at Brazil, where they fei! in with an 
English squadron consisting of the AssaUmce, the Leixmt, and the CastU 
(fireship), of the Eoyal Navy. The ship WiUiaMand Thamae, belonging 
to the East India Company, joined them, and the whole, under the com- 
mand of Sir Richard Mujiden, made the ueoeeaary preparationa, and Bailed 
to Saint Helena. 

The fleet arrived at the island on the 14th of May, 1673, and early on 
HOfi following morning the attacking force was landed aafely at a part on 
the windward side of the island, the place of their landing receiving in 
consequence the name of Prosperous Bay. The party consisted of 200 
men under the command of Captain Eedgwin, an officer of the AMittanet, 
Fortunately, when ex-GoTemi» Beale was ai Brazil, a slave who had left 
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the isliLaii at the same time with him, and had been Bold to a planter 
there, was redaemed by him, and retnmed with the expedition to Saint 
Helena. This man was well acquainted with the coast, and with the 
points most easily acceaaible, and he conducted the attacking force to a 
part of the steep precipitons rocks forming the houndary of Prosperous 
Bay, which the party contri'ved to ascend, although the passage was very 
difficult. One of the party scrambled up at the risk of hia life, taking 
with him a ball of s^ng, one end of which he threw down front the 
point he had reached : a rope being attached to this, was drawn op by him 
and secured to some projecting rocks at the summit. Means of ascent 
for the remainder of the party being thus obtained, the whole force was 
soon collected together on the heights above the bay. Tradition states 
that the bold fellow who achieved the feat of climbing np the dangerous 
pass was encouraged by his comrades below, who shoutea to him, " Hold 
fast, Tom 1 hold ^st, Tom 1 " Whether the story be true or not, the place 
has from that time to the present borne the name of Holdfast Tom. 

The party then proceeded through Longwood, to Hutt's Oate, arriving 
there SD<nm after daybreak, and after a halt of a couple of hours for 
rest and refreshment, pushed on along the top of the ridge until they 
arrived at the part overlooking the town on the east side. 

Jnst at the same time Sir Richard Munden arrived in front of the town 
with the vessels from which the attacking party had landed, and the 
Dutch Governor, perceiving the uselessness of attempting to hold the' 
town or fort, immediately surrendered. 

The Dutch Qovemment, as soon as the intelligence of the successful 
landing of their forces, and the capture of the island, bad reached 
Holland, despatched a ship with a Governor on board to assume the com- 
mand ; but the subsequent recapture of the island by Sir Richard Munden 
had been so quietly planned and conducted, that the new Governor had 
no suspicion of what had ooourred, and landed immediately on bis arrival, 
to fina himself a prisoner. Shortly after, a fieet of six richly laden 
Duteh vessels returning from India were induced to come in by the 
stratagem of displaying the Dutch flag on the fort, and two of them were 
capcnred by Sir Hichai^ ; the others escaped simply by the English being 
too impatient, and instead of vruting nntil they had anchored, mshing to 
seize them whiie still under sail. 

On leaving the island, Sir Bichard Munden left the government in the 
hands of Captain Kedgwio, vrith a garrison of about one hundred and sixty 
men taken from the ships in which they had come from the coast of 
Brazil ; omougst the officers was a Captain f'ield, who was afterwards 
Governor of the island. 

On the 16th of Daoembor. 1673, a new charter was granted by the king 
(Charles II.), in virtue of which the East India Company became the pos- 
sessors of Saint Helena, under the title of the Lords I^prietois, with righte 
and powers of soverei^ty, the building and maintainiDg of forts, framing 
of lavs, inflicting poaishinents even to that of death, and exercising their 
own judgment in the appointment of governors and subordinate officeiB, 
both civil and military. Two ships were fitted out for the conveyance of 
settlers, stores, provisions, and munitions of war, and despatehed ss soon 
as possible to the island. Meanwhile the arrangements for establishing a 



ragdar system of goremment y/tax entered upon ; and as Captain Eedgwin 
did not desire to remaiti U. Saint HeleDO, a commission was sent ont, ap- 
pointing Captain Field the Qovemor, aud a council of four members, 
including Captain Beale, who was also nominated Deputy QoTemor. Laws 
were passed for promoting the interestfi of immigrauta from EnglaiLd, by 
grantiDg land and cattle to them immediately on arrival, and isBuing 
provisions to them free of charge for a period of nine months after their 
arrival. Those who took up the grant of land on the windward side of 
the island received forty acree, being double the quanti^ given to thoaa 
vho settled near the fort, on account of the extreme difflculty of travel- 
ling, as no roads had then been made ; each family received also two 
oowa. Indncementfi were freely offered, in land and cows always, to the 
younger settlers to marry the daughters or widows of planters ; and every 
proprietor was bound to maintain, for every ten acres of land in his pos- 
aession, one Englishman, who waa to live on the premises, and to take his 
turn at certain int«rvals in mounting guard. This was afterwards com- 
moted for pecuniary contribntion. 

Orders were given that in building honses in Chapel Valley, as the site 
of Jamestown was at first called, attention should be paid to placing them 
80 as to form a tegular street, and for the construction of works of 
defence. The Qiivemor and Council were directed to consult all captains 
of ships (merchant ships as well as armed vessels) as to the best system 
of defence to be adopted. The Lords Proprietors must have had great 
confidence in a multitude of counsel. The regularmilitsry force consisted 
at first of two companies ; but as the number of settlers from England 
increased, the Court of Directors ordered &6 garrison to be rednced to 
fif^ regular troops, and the inhabitants to be armed and trained to such, 
an amount of military practice as would enable them to defend tiie island 
in case of attack. 

The sodat Brrangements appear to have been at first of a somewhat 
comprehensive kind, for Mr. Brooke, from whose "History of Saint 
Helena," published in 1808, much of the information here given is 
extracted, tells us that from the produce of the Company's lends and 
plantations a public table was maintained, at which not only the Governor 
and Council and principal officers sat, bat with them the head artificers 
and the sergeant of the guard. This rather original custom was not 
abolished until the year 1718, when, in a letter addressed to the Court of 
Directors, the Qovemor and Council give their opinion " that nobody 
ought t« sit at table with him that is not cleanly dressed, and that has an 
infectious distemper upon him, or that is drank. 

This expression of opinion seems to have been in connection with a 
leaolution sent out by the Board in October of the previous year, that 
"likewise in the Governor's absence there shall stand a salt upon the 
table, which shall be placed below the Council and Chaplain. Those who 
Bit above that salt shall always drink as they think proper, either wine or 
punch ; bnt those who sit below that salt shall have to two persons one 
common bowl of punch, which contains about three pints ; if bnt three, the 
same ; if four, two ; if five, no more ; and if sii persons, three bowls of 
punch ; or in case of wine instead thereof, one bottle for each bowl of punch," 

The salaries of the principal ofGcers, including that of the GoTaroor, 
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were not on vhst would now be CKlled a Uberal scale ; the OoreniOT 
Kceived a. salary of JUO per annam, and a gratoity of £50 ; the Depnty 
Ooveroor, who wu also a captain and atorekeeper, was paid £50 alone as 
yearly salary; the minister, unhappily named Swindle, received £50 as 
the Balary of his office, and £25 for acting as scbooImaBter, and, in addj- 
tioD, a gratnity of £26. 

Aa the population of the island increased, it became necesBary to frame 
laws for tneir better government ; but as those laws were founded on the 
prtnciples of the code in force at Bombay, it could hardly be wondered at 
that they were foond unsuited to the wants of a place so very difierently 
circumstanced, and in a ve^ short time after the establishment of these 
new lawB, the Governor ana Council were recommended by the Coort of 
Directors to limit trials bv jury to cases effecting life, limb, or land, all 
matlers of lees import to oe settled by themselves ; and they were recom- 
mended not to have their " heads troubled with nice points of the common 
law of England, but rather, on considering the reason of things, to adjudge 
of all cases in a summary way, according to equity and a good conscience, 
without tedious delays or countenancing litigious persons in their vexatious 
prosecutions." 

The laws relating to the establishment of churches and schools, — or rather 
of a church and scholars,— and for the observance of morality in conduct 
and speech, were such as might be expected to emanate from a body of 
men ansious that their Mrvanta should be true and faithful to themselves, 
but at the some time as ^d men of business, open to an arrangement 
for condoning any of the little peccadilloes of which they might now and 
then be guilty. Thus swearing was punished by a fine of one shil- 
ling ; drankenness by a fine of five snillings ; and profanation of the 
Lord's day, five shiflings. Other social delinquents were left to the 
Governor and Council to punish ; and stealing appears to have been care- 
fully guarded against ; "Any one taking from another that Which do not 
belong unto him, using any violence, breaking open any house, room, or 
cupboard that was locked," was to reatore to the owner whatever had been 
stolen, and three times the value thereof in addition. His or her estate, or 
what might remain of it after that penoltj^, and paying his just debts, 
was to be forfeited to the Company ; the thief was to be exposed In the 
pillory, whipped from thence to the prison, and be there left to the 
discretion of the Governor and Conncil, to be either discharged, or made 
to work at tbe fortifications of the island. 

Forgery and perjuiy were punishable by heavy fines and exposure for 
three public days in the pillory ; murder and sedition, or conspiracy, were 
made capital crimes, to be punished by death ; but in 1705 the law was 
changed, the crime of wilful murder alone being left on the list of capital 

The introduction of slavery took place at the first attempt at forming a 
settlement on the island ; and various laws respecting the negroes were 
passed at different times. Some of those laws appear to have had for tfaeir 
object the increase of that branch of the population, while others could only 
tend towards their extinction. 

In 1683 a law was passed permitting planters to import negroes for 
their own porpoeea, on certain conditions, and every Madogasoar aluD 
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calling at the laland wu compelled to leave one negro, either male or 
female, at the QoTemor's elacdoD, to work on the Companj'B plaotationa. 
LawB for the puoisbmeDt of any offeoces committed by uaves were 
eoBcted, of a moat Htringent kind ; but very little aeems to have been iono 
for their benefit or protection. Wandering from their master's plantation 
on Sunday, without a written permissioo, was punished with ten lashes on 
the naked body for the first onenoe, twenty for the second, and so on. A 
Blave stealing anything of the value of six ahillings was to be punished by 
fifty laehes immediately, and to be eecored j two days afterwards, thirty 
lashes ; and two days uEter that puniehment, a third of twenty lashes. For 
■ first offence of housebreaking the slave was to receive immediately one 
hundred lashee ; in four days, thirty lashes ; in six days, twenty laabes, 
and to be branded in the f mrehead with the letter R ; the thiid offence 
iraa to be punished with death. Striking with the hand a white person, 
for any caose whatever, even in self -defence, subjected the offender, if a 
male uave, to a moat odiona and abominable mode of pDniabmeDt, and if he 
chanced to die under the operation,his value to the owner was made good at 
the expense of the public The punishment for a female slave for that 
ofience was being severely whipped, both ears to be cut ofi^ and to be branded 
in the forehead and both cheeks. Striking a white person with any weapon 
was punished with death. Trucking or exchanging any article, if of the 
valne of one shilling, subjected both parties to twenty lashes, to be eeverelj 
inflict«d at the flagstaC 

It was only in 1792 that lawa were passed by which the conation of 
the slaves was in any respect improved, or any protection afforded them 
against the cruelties which such laws aa had been in force previously not 
only permitted but indirectly encouraged; even the new code — although 
in abrogating the old one it doubtless relieved the slave imm a great d^ 
of hardship — fell short of what might have been afforded in the way of 
enforcing better treatment of their slaves by the planters, who atill retained 
the power of inflicting corporal pnoishment for any act which they might 
deem an offence, however trifling, but they were not to exceed twdve 
lashes with a cat-o'- nine- tails. 

In 1818 an act was passed and promulgated, declaring that all children 
bom of slaves after Christmas day of that jear should be free citizens ; 
and in 1S32 the freedom of all the slaves in the ialand, then numbering 
644, was purchased by the Company at an expense of £28,000. 

The Companv entered into an arrangement with the Dutch Qovemment 
shortly after the recapture of the island, by which Dutch vessels were 
exempted from the heavy dttties levied on all other ships calling for water 
or previsions, on condition that tlieir (the Company's) vessels calling at 
the Cape should enjoy a similar privilege; bnt verr heavy duties were 
levied on any vessete trading to the eastward, and indirectly interfering 
with what the Company thought was, or ought to be, their exclusive right 
In 1683 an order was sent out to the Governor to refuse supplies to any 
ship of this class of interlopers, until a duty amounting to twenty ahillinga 
per ton should first have been paid by the ship either in money or goods. 
This was in fact very far exceeded by the local authoritieB, who oo 
several occasions, under pretence of some infringement of port regula- 
taons, confiscated the ship and cargo. Vessels under Ostend colours were 
r,.|-„-..i-,Gt)t.J'^l'J 
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aometimee fired into to enforce their immediate departure, when their 
crews w^e absolutely snfferiDK from want of water. 

Taiea on cattle, on goods landed or embarked, a poll tax, and soma 
others, were graduallj brought to bear on the population, and the Gover- 
nor and Council became very nnpopular in consequence. 

Owine to a want of energy on the nart of Government, no steps appeftr 
to have Deen taken to put a stop to tne seditiouA meetiogs which ensued 
from the mutteriop of discontent not having been noticed ; and as, nnfor- 
tunately, the ringleaders were encouraged, hy the conduct of the chaplain 
at the time, to persevere in their illegal course of proceeding, open revolt 
was anticipated to take place, and quiet people lived in dread of thmr 

The Company were also very unfortunate in their selection of chap- 
lains : one insulted the Gkivernor and Council hy openly refusing to 
Kcognize their authority ; another was censured by the Court of Directors, 
as an encroaching, avancioua person ; a third was bound over to keep the 
peace for having sworn that he would murder one of his neighbours who 
bad annoyed him. As many as nine or ten inetanoes might bs recited of 
tiie chaplains having been drunken, immoral persons, quite unfit for 
holding the office to which they had been appointed. At length tha 
smothered flame burst forth with open revolt ; in the year 1687, a soldier, 
by name Allen Denison, headed a band of some sixty disaffected planters 
and others, and proceeded to attaok the fort, demanding tnat the 
Governor, Captain Holden, should be given up to them. Three of their 
number were killed by the guard, and the rest retreated, and l>eing 
followed by the guard, took refuge in a house occi^icd by one Bowyer ; 
the guard fired in npon them, killed one man and wounded several others, 
besides taking six or seven prisoners, and the revolt was suppressed. At 
a trial of the prisoners which took place about two months afterwards, 
fonr of them were found guilty of mutiny ; two — namely, Bowyer and 
Oarke — were hanged, the others banished to Bermuda. 

Either the example shown was not sufficient to qnell tba diBaftaotion, 
which was more widely spread than the Government anapeoted, or the 
grounds for the disaffection, if any existed, were not removed, (or we 
find that shortty after these occurrences a Captain Hood, who arrived at 
Baint Helena from Bombay, induced the relatives of the nieq who had 
been executed, and others on the island, to forward a n)emorial to the 
House of Commons, representing that what had been called an attack on 
the fort was in reality a peaoeable attempt on the part of ^e inhabitaiits 
to obtain redress of grievances, and praymg for punishment to be inflicted 
cm the Governor, with restitution of foileited property. 

The Honse of Commons passed a resolution declaring the Company to 
have acted in an arbitrary and illegal manner ; but ^e Court of Directors 
held on to their charter as their authority for their acts, and directed the 
Governor to " make it yourhusiness to undeceive those ignorant inhabitants 
by convincing them, as the truth is, that we ere entrusted oy his Majesty with 
■overeign power in t^at island, aud that we will govern them by martial 
law as often as we or you find it necessai^." Several projects were started 
for rendering the island of more value to its proprietors than it had hitherto 
been; suoh as planting angar-cane, coIl««tiag sal^Mtre, making salt, 
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nowiug cotton and indigo ; but all fdled. Frnit-treea of various linda 
were imported, and from some of those— the apple, peach, and pear, in 
particular — the island now possessea its stock of fiuit ; but the quality 
^peors to have degenerated. FroriaioDB became plentiful, and were eola 
at Tery low rates ; but as the demand for vegetables and live stock 
increased with the prosperity and trade of the Company, prices became 
higher ; still they were not ruinous, for we find by a hat published by Mr. 
Brooke in his work before referred to, that in 1707 veal was 6d, per 
pound, pork 4d., bacon lOd,, live hogs 2d. per lb. ; a sheep 20b., a goat 
8s., a fowl Is., a turkey 5s,, potatoes 4b. a bushel, and butter lOd. per 
pound. Immense numbers of eggs were also gathered round the sea- 
shore, on the collecting of which, as well as on the killing of eea-coics, of 
which it appears some considerable numbers were captured yearly in the , 
«arly part of the last century, a tax was levied. 

An event, however, to which we must go back, occurred in the year 
1693, when one Henry Jackaon, a soldier in the gan-ieon, with thirteen 
others, planned a bold plot to plunder the treasiu-y, and escape by a 
vessel tnen tying in the harbour. Jackson, being on duty at the Fort, 
admitted the conspirators on the evening of the 21st of April, and 
delivered the keys, for the night, to the Governor. During the 
night the surgeon and other ofBciala, and the servants who lived 
within the Port, were seized, and imprisooed in a filthy cellar, except 
fonr, who were induced by threats of instant death to join in tna 
conspiracy. 

Earlyon the following morning the Governor, on ooraing out to give 
tbe keys of the Fort to Jackson, was seized, and in the scume that ensued 
was fired at and mortally wounded. During the day several persona 
coming into town were made prisoners, and Jackson, with the mutineers, 
proceeded to ^ther up the treasure, end such valuable articles as they 
could conveniently remove, and took their plunder on board the vessel, 
first spiking and dismounting such guns as could be brought to bear on 
lier, and taking with them the Deputy Qovemor and three other gentlemen 
•8 hostages against any attack from those who remained true to their 
nlloKiance. 

Tne following evening ooe of these, Mr. Goodwin, was allowed to go 
on shore to procure supplies for the ship, without which Jackson said 
he would not leave the island. After some parleyinK the necessarv 
supplies were obtained, and the mutineers weighed anchor and sailed, 
carrying with them, until out of gunshot of the inland, all the gentlemen 
who were on board. They were put into a boat when a few miles off 
the lend, and allowed to return to the shore. The vessel then made sail 
ostensibly for America, but it was believed for Ireland. 

The boldness of this attempt, and its complete success, are remarkable. 
For fourteen men to make prisoners of alt the Government officials, and 
in open day plimder the treasiuy, seize a ship lying at anchor, and grt 
away clear with their booty, seems almost incredible. Whether an 
instance of such remarkable success shook the faith m the streugth of 
the Government which previously had existed in the minds of the loyal 
inhabitanta, who would appear to have been, in fact, but few in number, 
or to whatever cause it is to be ascribed, it is certain that a spirit of 
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insubordination spread rapidly through the communit]' and pervaded all 

clasaea — soldiers, planters, and negroes, 

A few months after the departure of Jackson a conspiracy was formed 
amoQ^ some negroes to escape, by talcing a ship and proceeding in her 
to their native coantry. Some of the dettuU of the plot must have been 
of horrible conception, if we are to jndge of the intensity of the crime 
by the severity of the puniahmen^ especially as the crime was not 
perpetrated, its discovery having fortunately been made in time to 
prevent its being carried out. Yet in addition to repeated and severe 
flogging inflicted on the ordinary members of the conspiracy, two of the 
principals were " hanged and cut down alive, their bowels taken ont, and 
their quarters and heads put up in conspicuona places for the pablique 
view of all negros." Tlie ringleader, or chief conspirator, was " hanged 
in chains alive on Ladder Hill, and starved to death. 
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The formation of a " New East India Company" was a sudden shock to 
tiie ideas of the existing one, and the latter, among other regulations 
which they made for the purpose of haresBing the " interlopera," passed 
a resolution that any vessel belonging to the New Company requiring 
water at Saint Helena could only obtain it by pa3dng a duty of twenty 
shillings per ton, as has before been mentioned. One of the New 
Company's ships ahortly afterwards came in, and the captain, desiroiu 
of Bvadmg this tax, sent a boat well manned and armed to one of the 
valleys for water ; but the Qovemor sent a party of men to the heights 
over the valley, with orders to roll Stones down on the watering party. 
On the uniting of the two Companies, which soon afterwards took place, 
the titie was changed, and Saint Helena was transferred to the " Loited 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies." 

After the death of Captain Poirier the government was given to 
Captain Boberts, who arrived at the island in 1708, and to his yigorouB' 
ana new mode of action may be ascribed the improved condition wttitji: 
the island soon assumed. Laws whioh bed been allowed to remain a dead- 
letter were enforced ; and while a due observance of all neoessary* 
subordination was kept up, the means employed were of a kind ~i^icv 
rendered thenj less obnoxious then they had previously been. En'dtc^arfr 
were made to improve the cnltivation of land and'thfcbtaddvoP oattle, 
trees were planted, and fences completed without vdifcji'! *iiBe^bnmiB^ 
was carried on to a oonsiderabie extent, whioh .ga^!ln^lApiiiA'>tO » 

Sod many, and their energies were roused by tke (^i<6f feiglardB IMthtf 
coveiy of gold or copper mines. The idea: ot^Oie iinm&Mw4-74f^ 
sugar was revived, and samples (^ mm, wine, and brandy were submitted 
by the Governor to the Council. 
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So elated were tbis angnst body with the success tittt had crowned 
these new efforts, that on the 15th of August, 1710, a resolution was 
passed to the effect that " a pound or two " (of sugar) " be sent to our 
honourable masters by the next shipping, and that they may be acquunted 
tiiat we have found the following articles since OoTemor Roberts came 
here, viz. : — Lime, tjles, brick, cntstones for building, sugar, ram, 
mineralls of severall sorte, — upon which we are now resolved to fire 
some guns, to drink onr honourable maBtera' good health and success to 
the island ; for we are well sattisfied will turn to account, and not be a 
dead charge, as it ever has been, if our honourable masters will be pleased 
to encourage it, and supply these people with neceaaaryB ; and then there 
will be no aversion againat improvements, but showers of blessings of 
these people will come to them." Although, in spite of the nine gims, 
and the convivial reeotutioii coupled with them, the diecoveries which 
had been made did not all produce much of the prosperity' that wag 
expected to result from them, yet the activity and energy displayed by 
the Qovemor encouraged the planters to do more than they had previously 
been in the habit of doing with their lands, and decayed fences and 
mined plantations were replaced by well-managed farms ; idle and 
drunken habits were replaced by industiy and sobriety, and the condition 
of the people was improved in a corresponding decree. 

The old laws,whicn had been for some timesolittleregarded as to leave 
it uncertain whether they were neglected or actually obsolete, and which 
Governor Roberts had undertaken to revive, became the subiect of a 
respectful petition to the Qoveruor; and his reply to that applicalion — 
taking up their reqaests as to such law Be])arately— was given in terms 
firm and plain, but yet so conciliating and kind, that the inhabitants were 
satisfied, and the grumbling and discontent that had so long troubled the 
peace of the island seemed to have given way to oontentment and 
bwpinese. 

But no governor could please every one, and as Capt^ Boberts had in 
his impartial administration of justice created some enemies, he was 
assuled by indirect attacks, and misrepresentations of his conduct were 
secretly sent to the Court of Directors. 

Captain Roberts having heard something of these proceedings, requested 
to be relieved from his government ; and the Court of Directors sent out 
a Captain Boucher to assume the charge of the government, in 1711. 
Soon after the arrival of his successor. Captain Boberts asked for a strict 
investigation of all or any of the acts of his government, publicly declaring 
his desire to replace to the uttermost fartning any injury or loas he baa 
caused through oppression or injustice. The reply he received was so 
ungracious and insulting, that daptain Roberta embarked on board the 
Mead, frigate, and sailed for England. 

The Court of Directors took a liberal view of the case, and in their 
observations to the Qovemor expressed their opinion that the charge made 
against Captain Roberts was raise and gronndless ; and that the letter 
written to Captain Roberts by Qovernor Boncher and the Council 
" appeared more like a contention about words, and was rather filled with 
tbo art and sophistry of the sohools Uian solid nasouiug and plain 
'^Tgameut." 
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GoTemor BoDcher'9 taste appears to Iiave been more for donkefs than 
for local improvemeate : Bo fond was he of taking exercise on the Viacks of 
these anitaalB, that he laid waste a great part of the garden that had heen 
formed at the Governor's house (Plantation, now called), and built a shed 
four hundred feet in length on it, in which he might enjoy his fayourit« 
pastime in wet weather. The coat of this shed he was made to refund 
vpoa handing over the government to Captain Bazett, in 1714. This 
gentleman did not hold the office very long, being succeeded nine days 
afterwards by Qovemor I^ke, who with one short intermission continued 
in office imtif 1719, when he was sncceeded by Mr. Edward Johnson. 

The Qoremment passed to several other persons during some years, in 
which no very remarkable events occiHTe<C until 1731, when Governor 
Pyke was again appointed to the island ; but his administratiDn of the 
office was on thia occasion rendered so hatefui by his arbitrary and tyran- 
nical conduct, that the Courtof Directors were st length induced to direct 
his dismisBal from the office. His death, in 1738, occurred before the 
receipt of the order. 

CHAPTEB XVII. 

BSPASATK CIVIL AHD HIUTABT ADHIHISTRATIOH EffTABLISHBD. 

In the year 1746 Mr. Hutchinson was appointed Governor of Swnt 

Helena, and under his wise administration the island appeara to have 
flourished for some years. In 1759 the establishment of the local 
Government underwent a change by which two distinct branches were 
formed — Cwil and Afililary, — and one of the results of that arrangement 
was a consideration of the laws which had previously been in force. 
Those which affected the mutual relations between a white man and a 
coloured man were especially considered, with a view to some allevia- 
tion of their severity, and some improvements were effected ; hut it was 
only at a much later period that olacka were permitted to appear as 
evidence agunst the white inhabitants. 

During the years 1760, 1761, and 1762 the island sustained very severe 
losses by disease and death among the cattle ; the cause of which was not 
satisfactorily discovered. Governor Hutchinson continued in office for 
eighteen years, when he retired on a handsome allowanoe, and was suO' 
ceeded by Mr. Shottowe, who held the office for a dmilar period ; and in 
1782 handed the govemtnent to Mr. Comeille. 

In 1783 another mutiny of an alarming character broiie oat among the 
troops, ostensibly on account of some reductions in the q^ntity of spirits 
issued to them, or to the manner in which it was issued. The Gkivemor, by 
a bold and spirited hue of conduct, induced the mutinous to return ; but the 
objectionable arrangements of the canteen having been rescinded the next 
day, and the punch-houses allowed to he reopened, the men became 
riotous under the influence of liquor, and broke out again. 

In several rencontres that took place, lives were lost on both sides, but 
at length the mutineers were obliged to yield to superior and better 
managed force. At a court-martial which was held for the trial of the 
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prisonera, ninety-nine vera condemned to death, bat the cBnying ont the 
Bent«nce was limited to ten of the most dangeroaB, and the lest were 
pardoned. 

The closing of the punch-honses has been Teferred to aa the canse o£ 
thia outbreak on the part of the troops, and there appears every reason to 
believe that on this aa well as pTevioua occasions the exciting element 
was to be found in the intoxicating tiqvor which was allowed to be ao 
freelv dispensed to the inhabitants. Notwithstanding a law which pro- 
videa a punishment for drunkenness, the GtoTemment passed another lav, 
which, to say the least of it, certainly placed within «MJ reach the 
liability of incurring the penalty for drinking too freely. 

The quaint style of the lawgivers of those days is rather amnsing, and 
the one referred to may be quoted aa a specimen. Thia " declaration," 
as it was called, was " iaaued out " in 1709 : — " These are to give notice to 
all lycencees or retaylers of strong liquors, that a bowie of punch, made 
with one pint of arrack, with angar and lemon answerable, m from the 
day of the date hereof sold at two shilling8perbowle,andno more, which 
arrack is at sis shillinga per gallon ; and if any one presumes to exact 
more, shall, upon information thereof given to the Governor and Council, 
forfeit their license and double the value, which pint of arrack aforesaid 
is to be put into such sizeable bowle as will not be too strong nor yet too 
weak, but palateable and pleasant for the buyer." It is not difficolt to 
imagine that drunkenness was not uncommon. 

In 1788, Mr. Brooke arrived to relieve Glovemor Comeille, who had 
requested to be allowed to retire. Governor Brooke, during the fifteen 
years that he held office, effected very important improvements in the 
affairs of the ialand generally ; he established a strong military force for 
the garrison, placed the civil functionaries on more satisfactory atonding 
than they had previously occupied, amended many of the harsh laws re- 
specting slaves and their treatment, substituted for the flogging, to which 
all classea had been liable for certain offences, a mode of punishment 
intended to rouse a sense of shame by the culprits being separated from 
their comr^dea, and formed into a " MwcreanU Mat" in which the pro- 
visions were of inferior quality, and the members of which were deprived 
of the indulgences granted to the well-condncted men. They were also 
compelled to work at road-making, or any other desirable improvemente, 
and by this means the ground was cleared of filth and rubbish, and a large 
and convenient parade-ground levelled for the troops to exercise on, as 
well ae many other local impTovements. The " Botanic Garden," as it is 
iiow termei^ owes its origm, it is said, entirely to Governor Brooke's 
" Miacreonta' Mess." The ianding-place, which bad hitherto been in a 
very imperfect and dangerous condition, was lengthened by order of the 
Governor, and made safe and commodious. A system of telegrapha was 
established which replaced the old system of " runners," as the men who 
carried messages fn>m one nost to another were termed. An aqueduct 
waa made which conducted tne water from the neighbourhood of Planta- 
tion Houae to Ladder Hill, and acmetbing of a similai kind to convey the 
water from near Diana's Peak to Longwood. 

Within two years after assuming the Government, he had so much 
improved and extended tbe produce of the islandi, Qiat the amount of aalea 
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to the shipping had increased from £4,500 to £6,600 sterling, and so 
gratified were the inhabitants at their amended condition, thst many of 
Mem now turned their attention to incresBing their home comforts, hj 
building commodious houses and farm premises. Qreat facilities were 
offered to the vessels employed in the South Sea whale fishery, and theee 
were so highly appreciated by the principal merchants engaged in the 
trade, that they presented Governor Brooke with a very handsome piece of 
plate. His ezertiocs were also ackcowledged by the Court of Directon, 
who, increased bis salary to £1,000, and conferred on him the coronuasion 
of colonel, with the pay of that rank. Marquis Wellesley, then Governor- 
General of India, sent bim a very handsome sword, taken in the palace of 
Sffl^ngapatam, in token of his appreciation of tbe benefits the Company 
hod received from Governor Brooke's wise administration ; and when he 
left the island in March, 1800, his departure was regretted by every class 
of the inhabitants. 

After an interval of a year, during which the Government was admi- 
nistered by Lieut, -Governor Hobson, Colonel Patton arrived and took 
posseesion of the ofiice. He followed in the steps of his predecessor, in 
respect to some at the improvements which Governor Brooke had partly 
carried out, completed the system of telegraphs, made the aqueduct to 
Ladder Hill of a more permanent character, aud devoted much time and 
attention to improving the defensive positions on the heights. 

In 1808 General Beataon, whose name has been mentioned in connee- 
tion with sundry matters already, arrived as Governor. During the liva 
jrears of his reign over the island he exerted himself to promote the 
interests of tbe place and of the inhabitants ; and although his gold-bunt- 
ing and other visionary schemes did not produce any very tangible results, 
be was more fortunate in other matters. 

The spirit of insubordination, however, which had on so many previous 
occasions wrought so much mischief, had not been entireiv qnelled by the 
severe punishment it bad entailed on the actor« in tbe disturbance that 
had occurred ; and in December, 1811, a daring mutiny broke out among 
the troops, with the declared object of seizing the Governor, and sending 
bim off the island. 

The mutineers took possession of some pieces of artillery at Deadwood, 
and in several parties marched from different points towards Plantation ; 
but the Governor had adopted the necessary measures for defeating them, 
and after a miserable attempt at subverting the Government, this afiair 
terminated, as might be expected, in the dispersal of the mutineers. At a 
subsequent court-martial six of the ringleaders were sentenced to death, 
and were hanged at High Knoll, in the evening of the same day, and one 
Other chief actor in the mutiny was executed two days afterwards in 
Jamestown. 

Governor Beatson attributed tbe outbreak principally to the dissatisfac- 
tion resulting from the measures be bad found it absolutely necessary to 
adopt, with reference to tbe enormous expense of the annual charges gf the 
island. In his report to tbe directors be states that on bis arrival in 
Saint Helena he found a population of 3,600 living almost wholly upon 
tbe public stores, and obt^ning most of the nccesnaries of life in pro- 
fusion, at prices not exceeding one-third of tbe prime cost ; tbe conNC- 
qaences of which were tbe neglect of cultivation, the decline of industry, 
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and an immense augmentation in tbe annnal charges of the island. This 
augmentation, between the yean 1800 and 1808 (the period between the 
departure of Qovernoi Brooke and the aniTat of Oovemor Beataon), had 
been gradually progreBsive from jE5I,030 to £114,961, exclusive of 
expenses of freight and other charges, which, when added to the latter 
Bum, increased it to £157,356. The canse of this increase in the charges 
of the isiand, the Governor goes on to saj, " originated in a new and 
extTBOrdisary ayatem, which had gradually crept in, of feeding the papu- 
lation from the Company's stores. The cause of those additional eipenses 
being ascertsuned, it was easy to apply proper remedies, but in doing so 
I certainly could not expect to obtain the good-will of the Saint 
Helenians : this will explam the general dissatisfaction alluded to," 

The measures introduced by Gorernoi Beatson had the effect of reducing 
the espensee from £157,358 in 1808 to £104,660 in 1812, chiedy ^ the 
effect of regulations and restrictions upon the isHues and sales of provisions 
from the Company's stores, and partly by setting examples of English 
husbandry before the farmers, and thus inducing a larger scale of cuitivs' 
tion. He says, " I fonnd a garrtaoD, as well as many of the inhabitants, 
immersed in the grossest intemperance, from the facility of obtaining, 
and their excessive use of, spirituous liquors, and I found that abases 
-ezisted in some of tlie departments." 

The measures I resorted to in correcting so many existing evils (and 
iriiich have been honoured by your entire spprobaQon) must be in the 
recollection of your honourable Court " The want of bread-com was 
tliepreferuie[! canse of dissatisfaction; but circnmstancea have since clearlv 
shown that the sole object of the late violent measures was to compel this 
Government to ^ve spirits to tiie gsrrison — an object in which evay 
drunkard on the island felt a deep and waim interest" 

Colonel Wilks succeeded to the Qovemmant in 1813, and Sir Hudson 
Lowe in 1816. On the departure of Sir Hudson in 1821, the Government 
was atUninistered by Mr. T, H. Brooke, the author of the ver^ interesting 
work entitled, "A Hiatcry of Saint Helena," and from which much of 
what is here given of the various events that occuned prior to 1806 haa 
1>een taken. 

General Walker was appointed Governor in 1823, and was succeeded 
by Qeneral Dallas in 1828, Mr. Brooke having for a short period ^revioos 
to the arrival of General Dallas again held the office temporarily. 

Id 1836 the transfer of the island to the Crown took place, and General 
UiddlemcHe was appointed Govemor. He was succeeded by Colonel 
Trelawney in 1842, and subsequently Colonel Froaer, and after him Colonel 
J. Itoss, held the reins of Government for a few months, in each as ft ' 
temporary measure. In 1846, Sir Patrick Ross became Governor : he 
died on the 28th of August, 1850, and Colonel Clarke acted as Governor 
until the arrival of Colonel Browne in 1851. 

In 1854 Colonel Vigors assumed the temporary charge of the Govern- 
ment, and in 1856 Sir Edmund H. Drummond Hay was appointed 
Governor. In July, 1863, Sir Edmund left for England, and was 
succeeded by Admiral Sir .Chariea Elliot, K-CB. 
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